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 Seeing Christ in Others  

 

One night, a woman had a dream. Jesus appeared to her dream 
and said – ‘I will come and visit you tomorrow’. The next morning, 
perplexed and excited, she got up the next morning, went grocery 
shopping and got the finest cuts of meat and the freshest fruits and 
vegetables. She thought, ‘I will serve nothing but the best for 
Jesus’. When she got home, she cleaned her house like no one’s 
business. She made sure that there was not a speck of dust that 
can be seen anywhere in the house. She brought out her finest 
China, flatware, crystal glassware and her most expensive 
silverware. All polished where one can see his/her reflection. 
‘Nothing but the best for Jesus’.  

At noontime, tired from cooking and cleaning, she fell asleep, and 
at about 1 pm, someone was knocking at her door. When she 
opened her front door, there was an old lady that looked haggard 
and tired. ‘Child, I have been walking for many miles, I am tired 
and hungry. Could you spare me a glass of water and maybe a 
small piece of bread?’, the old lady said. ‘Oh, I am actually waiting 
for someone, but I cooked plenty to share. Please come in, it is 
lunch time anyway’, she said. She let the old lady in and served 
lunch. It was very good. After eating, the old lady said bid the 
woman good-bye and left. It was indeed a full lunch and the lady 
felt that she needed a nap. She thought, ‘I will take a nap, so I will 
be refreshed when Jesus comes’.  

In the afternoon, her doorbell rang, and when she opened the 
door, there was a young boy, about 9 or 10 years old, dirty, bruised 
and looking hungry. ‘Miss, I am fleeing from my father who was 
beating me. I am tired and hungry from running away. Would you 
be kind to give me some food to eat, so that I will have energy to 
go on and be far away from here?, the kid begged. ‘Oh of course, 
come in’, the woman said. ‘I am expecting company but have 
plenty and food. And it looks like my nephew’s clothes will fit you. 
Why don’t you come in, wash up and have something to eat’, she 
continued. So, the young boy washed up and they ate, and she told 
the kid to stay in one of the spare bedrooms in the house and she 
will help him the next morning.  

Towards the evening, she was getting a little impatient waiting for 
Jesus, then the doorbell rang again. It was a small family – mother, 

(Pastor Riva—Continued on page 10) 
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Mission:  
To bring people into Chris�an Community, in order 

to grow in God’s love, as demonstrated  by Christ, 

for the transforma�on of the world. 

Vision:  
We are a welcoming, diverse Chris�an Community, 

reflec�ve of our neighborhood, ac�vely working to 

serve our community through our demonstra�on of 

God’s love. We want to Reach others through 

God’s love, Grow in faith with God’s love, and Send 

people out with God’s love.  

CUMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of 
Columbia Heights believes that we are all 
children of God, individuals of sacred 
worth, created in God’s image with our 
many differences, and that God loves all 
people.  We recognize that God’s love is 
not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, 
races, ethnicities, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or 
mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or 
discrimination directed toward any 
individual or group is contrary to the life, 
spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ.  We 
have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to 
eliminate prejudice and discriminatory 
practices within ourselves and our 
community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling 
Congregation and welcome all who seek a 
relationship with God. 

Adopted 11/3/2019 

Nancy’s Niche 

2 Cor. 4:16 “So we’re not giving up. How could 
we! Even though on the outside it often looks 
like things are falling apart on us, on the 
inside, where God is making new life, not a 
day goes by without his unfolding grace.” 

Last Sunday our Adult Study group finished 
up Ibram X. Kendi’s timely book, How to be an 
Antiracist. With the day of Pentecost upon us, 
we thought the discussion was timely too! We 
remarked that as the earliest followers of Jesus 
were re-energized for a new identity and 
purpose, so in our time, the Spirit of God is re-
animating Christians for the work of 
antiracism. Then, with the one year 
commemoration of Mr. George Floyd’s 
murder on May 25th, our discussion also 
brought up steps we might undertake as our 
congregation takes cautious steps in re-
engaging our communities: observe up-close 
the lives of neighbors in our city, invite 
opportunities to learn from others, center our 
listening to voices of color, hear whole 
conversations, show up for public discussions, 
and step up to represent our congregation so 
that we can respond to God’s calling in the 
world. We want our learning to make a 
difference in building the kin-dom of God. 

I have really enjoyed our small group reading 
of authors Kendi, Rev. Adam Hamilton, and 
Archbishop Michael Curry. Curious how that 
has been 3 wise men! If I was going to be 
appointed another year, I would definitely 
recommend choosing 3 wise women of color 
next! (A good place to start would be with 
local author Caroline Holbrook’s short stories 
in Tell Me Your Names and I Will Testify or 
perhaps Mpls Council member Andrea 
Jenkins’ poems in The T is not Silent.) But my 
one year appointment to CUMC is coming to 
a close on June 30th, with my last time 
preaching on June 27th, which also happens to 
be the day before John Wesley’s birthday. (Oh 
for the days of eating cake after worship!) I 
will also be retiring from Hamline University 

(Nancy’s Niche—Continued on page 8) 
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Core Team UpdateCore Team UpdateCore Team UpdateCore Team Update    

Les Johnson 

One of the main items of discussion in the May meeting 

was opportunities for reconnecting with the Columbia 

Heights Community. At the end of June there will be 

both an Arts and Crafts Night on June 24th, and a Parade 

on June 25th. Then on July 17th there will be a Columbia 

Heights Centennial Celebration event on July 17th. 

Thanks to Veronica Johnson for bringing these events to 

our attention. There are opportunities for us to have 

information booths and participation in the parade. 

Mary Tholkes has stepped up to lead coordination of 

these activities and getting us signed up. She will be 

looking for volunteers for various activities, so there will 

be chances to participate as we communicate with 

people about our church and our missions. Thanks to 

Mary for taking the lead on this! 

We also need to thank Mary for a leading a very 

successful plant sale, and to the many people who 

volunteered their time. The plant sale netted around 

$2,300. 

An ad hoc committee led by Pastor Riva will be meeting 

June 1st to work out the details for how we can re-open 

the church. In light of the recent guideline changes we 

should be able to again worship in person in the near 

future. The committee will iron out the details based on 

CDC guidelines and on the guidelines of the Minnesota 

Conference, along with our own unique situation. I 

know we are getting impatient about when we can 

resume services in the church, and we will, soon. But, we 

want to be sure we do this in a way that protects our 

attendees and respects the health concerns of our 

congregations and visitors. Thanks for your patience and 

support as we move forward. 

Bruce Fielden 6/02 

Edna Rumpsa 6/03 

Shirley Rusnacko 6/06 

Joan Cota 6/17 

Donna Staubus 6/20 

Marilyn Meixner 6/22 

Blessing Kasongoma 6/26 

Ione Weber 6/29 

Rod Bruns 6/29 

Wilma Berg 6/30 

  

  

  

 

Jim Reinholdson: 

3912 Roosevelt St NE 
St Anthony, MN 55421 

Wednesday Bible Study Update: Wednesday Bible Study Update: Wednesday Bible Study Update: Wednesday Bible Study Update:     
The Wednesday Bible Study group has picked up our learning with Adam Hamilton's book, Incarna-
tion. We are in the midst of chapter 3, and if you would like to join in for the summer, please know 
there are several copies in the church office. Pastor Nancy will be with the group through June 2nd 
and then she has vacation and the MN Annual Conference. So be in touch with one of these members 
of the group for summer plans--Veronica Johnson, Anna Lexvold, or Anita Thompson. Thank you! 
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Covid-Vaccine Connector 
Here's the link so you can sign up to get notified 

when it's your turn to get the COVID-19 Vaccine. 

We want you to be healthy so we can visit each 

other soon!   

https://mn.gov/covid19/vaccine/connector/  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Our next delivery dates will be June 21st—25th. 
If you would like to help sometime, please 
contact Rod at 612-599-6215, or Sylvia at 612-
599-7046. 

Thanks again for your help. 

Rod Bruns & Sylvia Bruns 

 

Chair  

Yoga 
 

Chair Yoga has resumed on Fridays at 10:30 a.m. 

in the John Wesley Room. We will limit 

attendance to 10 people to ensure Social 

Distancing can be maintained. Class will be 

weekly. Bring your mask and yoga straps if you 

have them. Mary Tholkes is our instructor. To 

register contact Mary at 763-202-0796 or 

marytholkes@gmail.com.  

Church Gift Shop 
If you wish to buy items from the church gift 
shop, contact Pat Good (phone 651-348-6688). 
These items can be picked up on Wednesday 
mornings at 11 A.M. 

Plant Sale Thanks 

I want to say a BIG THANK YOU to everyone 

who helped with the plant sale, bought plants 

and told your neighbors about it. A big shout 

out to Sylvia Bruns and her family for doing the 

food and to the bakers of the bars. We were 

well fed. We made over $2,000 from the sale for 

the church budget! 

Some of the plants that were left over will go to 

beautify our church yard, some will go to the 

Community Garden to attract pollinators and 

others will get planted in the planters around 

the city and in the parks to beautify our city. 

It was a great event-we made money and 

friends. We saw church folks that we have not 

seen for over a year. We were able to meet new 

people from the neighborhood and invite them 

to join us for church and other events like our 

Community Dinners and National Night Out. 

Thanks again to everyone who helped out. 

Many hands make light work. 

Mary Tholkes 

Be a part of the worship 
service  

Email Pastor Riva at 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
for details. 
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On April 27th I was commissioned as a Hopeful 
EarthKeeper of the Minnesota Annual 
Conference of the United Methodist Church. I 
was asked to share a bit about my journey and 
what it means to be an EarthKeeper.  

I have always been interested in the natural 
world. Our family vacations were camping in 
the north woods. My first experience of 
mountains was with the Methodist Mountain 
Trail Camp in Rocky Mountain National Park. 
As a teenager I read Rachael Carson’s Silent 
Spring. I could see the effects of pesticides in 
my rural community. It worried me. In my 
adult years I became increasing aware of the 
changes happening around me and looked for 
ways to have a positive impact on my 
surroundings. I made personal changes to 
recycle more, waste less use the car less, walk 
more etc. Then ‘Climate Change’ came into the 
everyday lexicon. I observed the changes 
personally and the speed of the changes 
became frightening.  

Through UMW studies, the connection 
between Social Justice and Climate Change 
became abundantly clear; the most vulnerable 
populations are being impacted most severely 
by the changes. I realized that doing my little 
bit was not enough. To have an impact that 
has a chance of slowing the damage to our 
world, we need coordinated efforts involving 
everyone. How do we get folks engaged in the 
battle to save our world?  

I had heard about the organization Interfaith 
Power and Light several years ago but had not 
investigated their program closely. Susan 
Mullen, formerly a Deacon at Faith Church is 
now an employee and was leading a training 
program. I decided to check it out and took 
the training. It focused on tools to engage 
others in the effort to mitigate climate change 
and support social justice. It led to being 
commissioned as a EarthKeeper. 

The following is from the Annual Conference 
website, explaining the goals and aspirations of 
EarthKeepers: 

God's creation is in crisis! Minnesota Hopeful 
EarthKeepers are building a movement and a 
network of Minnesota United Methodists equipped 
to respond to ecological degradation, extinction of 
species, climate change, and environmental racism 
with ministries of love, healing, transformation, and 
regeneration. 

Some of our aspirational goals are that together, we 
will: 

• Equip United Methodists with educational 
resources and organizing skills. 

• Support, inspire, and encourage others to bring 
their unique contributions to this work. 

• Create and share opportunities for action within 
our congregations, communities, annual 
conference, and denomination. 

• Reclaim the Biblical and Wesleyan roots of care 
for creation. 

• Build spaces that give church leaders and 
members courage and authority to talk about 
ecological crises and creation justice. 

• Organize to create shared power to advocate for 
systemic changes. 

• Find concrete ways to partner with 
the Commission on Religion and Race (CORR) 
and the Committee on Native American 
Ministry (CONAM) in anti-racism work in the 
Minnesota Annual Conference. 

You will be hearing more from me in the future as, 
together we discover ways for CUMC to become 
more engaged in the EarthKeeping work and 
possibly become a certified ‘Climate Justice 
Church’. I’d love to hear from you-what are your 
aspirations for CUMC? Call and we can have coffee 
and talk.  

Hopeful EarthKeepers 
Mary Tholkes 
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Hello church family!! 

How is May almost over?  We pray you and your families 

are all well. 

Below is a summary of the finances of Community UMC 

year-to-date as of April 30, 2021: 

 INCOME AND EXPENSES 

 

 BALANCE SHEET 

 

As you can see 

from the table 

above, we 

budgeted to 

have income of 

$37,929 and 

expenses of 

$73,934 

resulting in an 

income 

shortage of 

$36,005 at the 

end of April 

2021. 
 

We had a tremendous April!!!  Thank you!!!  Actual 

numbers show that we have had income of $54,341 and 

expenses of $72,052, resulting in an income shortage of 

$17,711 at the end of April 2021. 

If you have any questions, please reach out to a finance 

minded person (Kari Trench or Kristine Rodriguez) or lay 

leader Les Johnson or Treasurer Kathy Johnson.  Thank 

you for your prayers, commitment and generosity to 

ensure that Community UMC continues to be a beacon of 

hope in the Columbia Heights community. 

FINANCIAL   UPDATE  Emergency Phone 

Number 

Please call 612-757-7115 if you have an 

emergency that cannot wait until the office 

phone is checked. 

Ways to Give Your  

Financial Gifts 

There are two options for  

e-giving: 

1) Via smart phone (Android or 

Apple): The Give+ app.  The apps 

are available from the appropriate 

places. 

2) Via our webpage, which will direct 

you to a secure-site. 

On our webpage are video examples 

of both these e-giving options.  

3) And you can continue to give via 

checks and mail. Send them in to:  

Community UMC 

950 Gould Ave NE 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

Thank you. We appreciate your 

support. 

Thank you notes have been 

received from the following: 

 Family Promise  

 Brooklyn UMC 

Thank you for your contributions 

outside our community! 
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UMW – Climate Justice 

From the “Social Creed” in our May 2nd church 
service: 

“We affirm the natural world as God’s 
handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its 
preservation, enhancement, and faithful use by 
humankind.” 

Our Mary Tholkes has under gone the “Be the 
Spark” training by Minnesota Interfaith Power 
and Light and was commissioned as an 
Earthkeeper in a ceremony on Tuesday evening, 
April 27 via zoom.Below is their Mission 
Statement and I’m sure that Mary will be 
communicating with our congregation to explain 
to each of us how vital this initiative is and how 
we can help protect our planet for future 
generations. 

Our Mission  
“Minnesota Interfaith Power and Light works in 
partnership with faith communities to build 
transformative power and bring the lights of 
people’s unique gifts to addressing the climate 
crisis. We work to grow the climate movement in 
Minnesota by empowering individuals and 
communities across the state to take action that 
is authentic, effective, and energizing in their 
context. Join us to build a powerful social 
movement for climate justice.” 

We each can start in our homes – each little 
thing we do is important. If every person can do 
one or two things and also mentor friends and 
family to make a start, then let’s give it a try. The 
old excuse of “What can I do, I’m only one 
person” just doesn’t work anymore. As a church 
we can get to work and do it together.  As we 
mentioned in the last newsletter, our church is 
doing “organic” recycling. The U.S. throws away 
about 30- 40 % of our food supply – 219 pounds 
per person, every year. Every person who 
eliminates a little food waste saves money and 
saves landfill space. Yard waste and organic 
recycling is available in Columbia Heights, St. 
Anthony and Minneapolis. You will need to use 
the biodegradable green bags to place the 
organics in. Organics include all food, bones, 
pizza boxes, food soiled paper towels, Kleenex, 
napkins, paper egg cartons, coffee grounds, tea 

bags, Hair and Nail clippings, House plants and 
wooden items such as chop sticks, popsicle sticks 
and toothpicks; also, compostable paper and 
plastic cups, plates, bowls, utensils and containers 
– like the ones that we are using at church. Look 
for BPI or Cedar Grove Logos or the term - 
compostable. Check with your city/county 
whether there is curbside pick-up or if one needs 
to take the bags to the local sites.  

♦ Minneapolis: Curbside pick-up weekly   612 673 
2917 

♦ Columbia Heights: -:Address: 3801 Madison St 
NE Opens 9AM Sat  Phone: (763) 706-3700 

♦ St. Anthony: - Our food scraps collection site is 
open 24/7 and is located between the St. 
Anthony Police Department and tennis courts. 

1. Pick up your free food scraps collection 
starter kit at City Hall during business 
hours. 

2. Site is for residential use only. No 
businesses please. 

3. Ramsey County's food scraps collection 
page provides resources, answers to 
frequently asked questions, and a food-
scraps list of accepted items. 

4. Only use certified compostable bags: 
Free compostable bags are available at 
City Hall during business hours, and there 
are bag dispensers located inside the 
enclosure. You are also welcome to 
purchase your own - just make sure they 
are BPI Certified, which is indicated on the 
packaging or bags themselves. 

Thank 

you to 

all who 

sent 

cards, 

called or extended well wishes following the death 

of my sister.  She had been home-bound for many 

years in her home in Pella IA so we were great 

telephone buddies.  We argued both politics and 

religion  neither of which we knew anything about 

but it made for stimulating conversations.  She will 

be missed.   Anna Lexvold  
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on August 20th, so there will be several 
transitions for me this summer.  

Pastor Riva will continue as the Lead 
Pastor of CUMC, and I have enjoyed 
getting to know her and serving with her 
in my role as Teaching Elder. While this 
is Riva’s first fulltime appointment, she 
has brought a whole lifetime of 
experience in United Methodist circles at 
the local, national and international 
levels of our denomination. She is a wise 
and caring pastor, and I am grateful to 
have learned from her too this year. In 
respect of our pastoral boundaries, after 
June, I will no longer be involved with 
CUMC and invite any inquiries to be 
directed to Pastor Riva.  

Thank you to those who have joined the 
learning journey with me through our 
educational circles this year. I am 
grateful for the conversations, insights, 
and honest questions we can bear with 
one another. As the apostle Paul 
encouraged the church in Corinth, God 
is making new life in the midst of it all, 
so may God’s Spirit continue to call 
CUMC! 

(Nancy’s Niche—Continued from page 2) 

Quilt Square 

Columbia Heights Centennial Celebration 

Columbia Heights is celebrating its Centennial year and 

we have an opportunity to support the city and celebrate 

our 114th year as a church serving the community.  

CUMC will be having a float in the Jamboree Parade on 

Friday, June 25th. Les Johnson is heading up this event. 

Contact him if you would like to participate. The parade 

starts at 45th Ave at 6:00 PM and proceeds South to 40th 

and then on toward University.  

There will be an Arts and Info Fair on Thursday June 24th 

beginning at 5:00 PM. CUMC will have a table at the 

event where we will have information about our church 

and teach folks how to make newspaper pots for starting 

plants. Folks will make a pot and plant a seed or plant 

(TBD). If you would like to help with this event, contact 

Mary Tholkes. The Craft Room will also have a table to 

sell their jewelry, towels, dish cloths and other items. 

Contact Veronica Johnson if you can help at that table.  

There will be Music in the Park events at Huset park 

starting in June and running through the summer. There 

will be bands and food trucks. The first concert is June 2nd 

starting at 6:30. Volunteer opportunities are available here 

as well. Wear your church shirt and be a greeter. Contact 

Mary or Veronica for details.  

Watch future newsletters for events in July and August 

including a celebration of our own Irene Parsons’ 

‘Bootstrap Town’ book. If you want to read the book, it is 

in the church library, the Heights Library or you can read 

it online at the following link: https://cms5.revize.com/

revize/columbiaheightsmn/COLUMBIA%20HEIGHTS%

20BOOTSTRAP%20TOWN%20COLOR.PDF. Also stop in 

at the library and see the Centennial Quilt. There is a Boot 

Strap block. (see picture!) 

Check out the Street Banner on Central that the church 

purchased. It is between the library and the Rental Center 

on the East side of Central.  

Let’s live up to our name and be a vital part of our 

Community. If you are interested in helping with any of 

the events let me know.  

 - Mary Tholkes 
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Tech support ministry  
If you think you need help in checking out your 
electronic devices as you participate in our virtual 
service, send us 
(office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a 
note and we can send someone to come check it out 
for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 

Share and Care  
Remember your friends and family in need of 
support at this time.  Call  or email Barb Miller 
(763-788-8071, bem3966@comcast.net) if you 
need prayers for a loved one.  Contact Anna 
Lexvold (763-572-1437) if you know of someone 
who needs on-going support from the Care 
and Share team.   

Responding to Disasters 
Minnesota United Methodists have a long-

standing tradition of responding to natural 

disasters over the years. One way we respond is 

by bringing relief supplies to our Annual 

Conference gathering. While COVID has 

postponed that particular effort, the Mission 

Promotion Action Team decided to come to 

selected churches throughout the state. Efforts in 

June and November of 2020 yielded over 15,000 

pounds! As you know, there is still a great need, 

so we are doing it again. 

A truck will be arriving at Coon Rapids UMC, 

10506 Hanson Blvd. NW, Coon Rapids on 

Saturday, July 10, 9-10 a.m.   

List of requested items: 

MMDC TORNADO Kit materials 

2 pairs of work gloves, 24 1-gallon resealable 

bags, 2 permanent markers, 1 roll of duct tape – 

prefer colored, 2 dust masks – no surgical, 24 

trash bags -heavy duty - 33-45 gallon size, 24 

clear/white trash bags – 20-33 gallon size   

UMCOR HYGIENE Kit materials 

1 hand towel (15x25-17x27 inches) -no kitchen, 

cleaning or microfiber, 1 washcloth – no 

kitchen, cleaning or microfiber, 1 comb -6 

inches of teeth – no pocket combs or picks, 1 

toenail or fingernail clipper – no emery boards 

or metal nail files, 1 bar of soap (3 oz. or larger) 

– no Ivory or Jergen’s (do not remove 

packaging), 1 adult toothbrush (do not remove 

packaging), 10 adhesive bandages (3/4 by 3 

inches), 1 gallon size re-sealable bag 

UMCOR Cleaning Kit materials 

1 five-gallon bucket with resealable lid, 1 32-64 

bottle liquid laundry detergent, 1 16-40 oz. 

bottle liquid concentrate household cleaner - 

no spray cleaners, 1 16-34 oz. dish soap, 1 4-8 oz. 

pump spray air freshener, 1 6-14 oz. pump spray 

insect repellent, 1 scrub brush, 18 re-usable 

cleaning wipes – no terry cloth, microfiber, or 

paper towels, (remove from packaging), 5 

scouring pads – no stainless steel pads with 

soap in them (remove from packaging), 36-50 

clothespins, 1 50-100 ft. clothesline (cotton or 

plastic), 5 N95 dust masks (no surgical masks), 

2 pairs kitchen gloves, 1 pair work gloves 

(Look for UMCOR Kit assembly instructions at 

https://www.umcmission.org/umcor-relief-

supplies/) 

Other MMDC supply requests (https://

www.midwestmission.org) include: 

deodorant 2-3 oz., notebooks – 1 subject spiral 

(8”x 10 ½”), rulers, unsharpened pencils, 12 box 

of colored pencils, 24 box of crayons, student 

scissors, cloth diapers, wheelchairs, walkers, 

canes, crutches, orthopedic supplies 

Checks made out to the Midwest Distribution 

Center are also appreciated. 
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Community 

Meals  
Thank you to the 7 

volunteers who served 

60 meals on May 10. 

On Monday, May 24th, the Community Meals 

team served 43 dinners. Thank you to all the 

volunteers! 

father and a baby. ‘Madam, we were evicted 
because my wife and I lost our jobs and could not 
pay rent. We haven’t eaten for two days, and our 
baby is really hungry. Could you spare us a glass 
of milk for our  baby?’, the man begged. The 
woman’s heart bled and said, ‘Oh…come in, have 
something to eat, and maybe stay the night in 
one of the spare bedrooms. Let us figure things 
out tomorrow’. She gave them dinner, milk for 
the baby and set them up for the night.  

When she looked at the food that she prepared 
for Jesus, it was all done. She thought, ‘Maybe I 
can just run to the store to get food for Jesus 
when he arrives. For now, I’ll take another nap 
and wait for Jesus’. But about 2 am, Jesus 
appeared to her dream. She was apologetic, “Oh 
Jesus…sorry, all of the food that I prepared for 
you was gone because I shared it to the people 
who came in and needed it’. Jesus, smiling, 
replied, ‘My child, it is all okay. I was here the 
whole time. I was the hungry old lady, the young 
boy who was running way from abuse and the 
young family that was evicted. You fed them, me 
well. Well done, my child’.  

This is a story was told many times in many 
youth retreats and camps that I have attended to 
in the Philippines, with some adaptations that I 
did. This is clearly a work of fiction. But this story 
reminds me of the passage Matthew 25:40-45, 
especially verses 44-45 – Then  they also will 
answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you 
hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not take care of you?’ Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did 
not do it to one of the least of these, you did not 
do it to me.’ This part of the passage has been 
one of the anchors the gospel of Jesus. Jesus 
broke bread, mingled and even identified himself 
to those who are in the margins. This is not a 
new concept for us. We strive to embody this in 
our faith journey.  

The message of this tale is (hopefully) familiar to 
all of us, who are trying to embody the life and 
ministry of Jesus, and share the love of God to 
the world…which is really awesome. However, as 
I retell this story, I am also drawn to different 

(Pastor—Continued from page 1) 

message. Sometimes, we have an assumption 
how we see the face of Jesus. In the older 
tradition, Jesus is the blue-eyed, blonde-haired 
gentleman with almost perfect facial features, 
wearing a white robe with a red sash (or drape). 
Now that we are trying to understand the life 
and ministry of Jesus in a more ‘close to reality’ 
perspective of Jesus. Sometimes, we see Jesus in 
the faces of children facing malnutrition in 
impoverished countries, or right now in the 
countries where the pandemic has ravaged/is 
ravaging. Like in the story, the woman assumed 
how Jesus would like when he visits. But as the 
story unfolded, Jesus was depicted differently. 
Jesus came as different persons, and it was good 
that the woman, while having the expectations 
of Jesus, still wants to embody her relationship 
with Jesus.  

I would like to leave this for our reflection – 
How do we see Jesus in others? Do we see Jesus 
within our expectations? Are ready to see Jesus 
in something unexpected?  

Blessings and Peace!  

Pastor Riva  
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June Calendar 

Wednesday, June 2 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study Group (Wesley Room) 

Friday, June 4 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga (Wesley Room) 

Sunday, June 6 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

Tuesday, June 8  
6:30 p.m.  Core Team Meeting (Zoom) 

Friday, June 11 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga (Wesley Room) 

Sunday, June 13 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

Monday, June 14  
5:30 p.m.  Community Meal (Drive Thru) 

Friday, June 18 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga (Wesley Room) 

Sunday, June 20—Father’s Day 
Newsletter Deadline for June issue 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

Monday-Friday, June 21-25  
Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

Tuesday, June 22  
2:00 p.m.  Eve Circle 

Tuesday-Thursday, June 22-24  
Annual Conference 

Sunday, June 27 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

Monday, June 28  
5:30 p.m.  Community Meal (Drive Thru) 

 
Sunday School Update 

We had our last 

zoom Sunday 

School, Sunday, May 

16. We met every 

Sunday evening 

starting September 

20, 2020 at 7:00 in 

the evening. What a 

fun experience to 

share the stories of 

Jesus by watching a video each week provided in 

the curriculum and reviewing the activity sheets 

that were sent to them prior to the class. Often 

times at the end of the lesson the kids just wanted 

to talk.  

I'd like to invite 

you to pray for 

our church kids as 

well as all kids. 

COVID-19 has 

really affected 

kids.  I know 

you've heard kids 

are resilient and 

they will bounce 

back once their 

lives get back to normal. Normal may not look like 

it did in 2019. They have heard about many people 

getting really sick and dying, their school life totally 

uprooted, they have lived through the pandemic 

with us, and we need to be aware they have 

feelings. 

I was presented with a beautiful plant and gift 

certificate to Sarna's as a thank you - but the thanks 

goes to the parents of these kids. Thank you for 

helping them sign on to 

zoom each week, for helping 

them with their 

assignments, and allowing 

me to teach them each week. 

What a joy! 

Alpaca update: We are able 

to purchase six Alpaca. 

Thank you to all who have contributed to our 

fundraiser. A special thanks to the Meixner 

family for contributing Dick's memorial money 

for Alpacas, Wigert Family, LeBlanc Family, 

Bruns Family, Rondine Mehling, Mahesh 

Reinholdson, a co-worker of mine, and anyone 

else I may not know about that contributed. 

The kids are so grateful!!!! 

Karen Schneider 



page 12 Community News May 2021 

Community United Methodist Church office@communitymethodistchurch.org 763-788-9009 

 

 

950 Gould Avenue Northeast 
Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
Phone 763-788-9009 
Emergency phone 612-757-7115  

http://www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

Lead Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
Teaching Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 


