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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen.  

Today’s message is going to be different. This will be short, but hopefully will bring the message from 

my meditation. What is the gift that we are bringing to our own selves this coming year? Let’s think 

about that for a minute. Today is the second day of the year. Most of us have started putting out a list of 

the resolutions that we wish to accomplish for the coming year. We are not yet done with the 

celebrations. While the festivities of the Christmas and New Year ended, we are still in the narrative of 

the birth of Christ – our redeemer and the perfecter of our faith. Today is Epiphany Sunday. According 

to online sources, epiphany means two things – a realization about something, and the manifestation of 

the divinity of Jesus Christ as an infant. If we look at the roots of epiphany in a Biblical lens, this is also 

the time when the three wise men took the trip to see the king that was born through the appearance of 

the star. Many Biblical experts consider this the manifestation of the God-self not only to the believers 

but also to those who do not…God’s manifestation to the Jews and the Gentiles. A predicament that the 

inclusion that God (represented by the birth of Jesus) demonstrated.  

As I meditate on our passage today, I see that Epiphany for the three wise men can also be related in 

two ways. First being the realization that the king of the Jews was born and that they have to begin 

their journey to find that king. Although it is also important to note that became detrimental to the 

other infant boys at that time. Second being the understanding the importance of that birth. But 

another vital point that I saw in the message of Epiphany is the gifts that they brought to the king. 

Historians mentioned that the three gifts that they brought were symbols – gold to recognize the 

royalty of the newborn, frankincense to recognize Jesus’ divinity and myrrh to symbolize his death. 

Frankly, I find the third gift as an odd present to someone who was just born. But they identified how 

they are being called.  

We are facing another year in our journey. Unfortunately, we are not over the challenges that we have 

encountered these past couple of years. We are still facing uncertainties that are magnified by 

pandemic. It is hard to even see where all of these challenges will end. I feel like every time that things 

are starting to get back to where we want to be, another setback appears. The birth of Christ is almost 

synonymous to our situation because both are surrounded by uncertainties. How is life going to be for 

this newborn? How is our life going to be amidst the uncertainties that we are facing? Today, I would 

like to invite you to turn your focus on the three wise men. And let us look into our own hearts. What 

gifts are we willing to give to the Christ – through the folks around us. What gifts are we willing to 

bring to the manger? May it be so. Amen.  

 


