
  

Scripture Luke 2:1-20 NRSV 

Meditation Luke 2:1-20 Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

This is it…right? Tonight, is the climax of the anticipation that we have been holding on…on this night, 

we remember the day that Mary and Joseph had to travel far to take part in the census. Mary, heavy 

with an unborn baby in her belly, tired from travelling, and could not find a comfortable room to at 

least rest. How could Joseph not reserve a room for them, knowing full well that Mary is pregnant? 

Sometimes I think that the reason why Mary had to give birth in the stable was because of the stress of 

travelling and not finding a place to stay. But I digress. I love to go to different places…but I do not 

enjoy the stress that comes with travelling. In 2012 and 2013, I was the Philippine Central Conference 

young adult representative to the Young People’s Ministry of the UMC, and the young adult member of 

the Connectional Table…which meant I had to travel from the Philippines to the US for 5 times in 8 

months. Even though I would be excited to be in new places, I hated the long lines of security in the 

airport, flights being delayed or even cancelled…not to mention jetlag.  

A couple of weeks ago, I needed to fly to New York City to take care of my immigration documents. 

And more than the stress at the airport, the amount of people in the airport, and at the city added a 

layer of anxiety. The longest time that I would remove my mask was to eat and to take pictures. Other 

than that, my mask was always on my face. One comfort that I have is that New York City has an app 

that a person needs to upload his/her vaccination card before eating inside restaurants.  

Some of us can travel in comfort and luxury, most of us travel in coach or in our cars, there are folks in 

our midst who travel in the most uncomfortable circumstances, there are some who needed to travel, 

but cannot. We are all travelling in this journey called life. Sometimes this travel is comfortable, most 

times it is stressful, anxiety-filled, and really tiring. In our society, we are bombarded with a lot of 

things that does not make this travel a great road trip during summer or to enjoy the Whichever way 

we are travelling in this life, it takes a lot of our energy, wit, and strength. It is remarkable how we all 

find the courage to keep on keeping on.  

Our passage today talks about the plight of not only Mary and Joseph, and of the shepherds. We are 

familiar with the struggles of Mary and Joseph, but there is a story to tell about the plight of the 

shepherds. They were minding their own business, trying to make a living, but their lives were 

interrupted with the announcement of the birth of the Savior. The story of Christmas is all about 

travelling in the most uncomfortable ways. The story of Christmas is about our travel in this life. It is 

uncomfortable but we have to find the courage and strength to go on. Remembering that God is with 

us. As what the angels said to the angels in verse 14 – ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth 

peace among those whom he (God) favors’ – those whom God gives grace…and that is all of us. May we 

find that peace in our travel. Happy and safe travels! May it be so. Amen. 


