
 

 
  



Community United Methodist Church 
December 24, 2021 – 4:00 p.m.  

Christmas Eve 
 
Gathering Music  
 

Welcome/ Waving of Peace /Announcements/BirthdaysPastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “O Little Town of Bethlehem” L. H. Render/arr. Charles Lindberg 
 

Call to Worship   
Leader: Now is the time of watching and waiting.  
People: The time of pregnant expectation of new life.  
Leader: Now is the season of hope unfolding.  
People: The dark winter season when hope is waiting to be born.  
Leader: Let us come before God with receptive and willing spirits.  
People: May our souls magnify God’s name and may our spirits rejoice in God our Savior!  
ALL: Rejoice! God comes to bring the birthday of life and hope.  

 

Hymn UMH#234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 
 

Opening Prayer  
ALL: Gracious God, with joy and thanksgiving we gather as your people. We have come to hear 

again the timeless story of Christ's birth. In the excitement of this night, quiet our hearts 
that we may know the peace and fullness of this holy time. Shine, O Light, in the darkness 
of our world. 
Sing, O angels, in the stillness of our hearts, "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace among those God favors." This we pray in the name of the Child of Bethlehem. 
Amen. 

 

Our Christmas Affirmation  
Pastor: Advent hope moves us; Advent love leads us; Advent joy stirs us; Advent peace stills us, that we 

might affirm our King Jesus. It is time we set flame to this Advent affirmation by lighting the Christ 
Candle. 

People: We believe that Jesus is the Son of God. He was born of the Virgin Mary in Bethlehem of 
Judea. He was the long-awaited Messiah whose coming was prophesied. The same Jesus 
lives today in our hearts. He deserves our highest loyalty and total commitment. In Jesus 
Christ our hope is fulfilled; our love is consummated; our joy is complete; and our peace is 
sealed. 

Pastor: Rejoice, a Savior is born. 
People: A savior is born, indeed. Joy to the world! 

 

Candle Song TFWS 2090 “Advent Song” verses 1-5 
 

Lighting the Advent Candles   
Reader One: This night, this night is a night to remember. A night when home broke in on us. A night when 

we were not forgotten or alone or abandoned. This night. This night is the night when here and there 



became one, when past and future combined in a breathless present. This is a night when we are home, 
in ourselves, in this family, in the God who loved us enough to walk beside us. 

Reader Two: We gather in the night to proclaim the light. We shrug off despair and embrace hope. We set 
aside conflict and choose peace. We push away despair by claiming joy. We overcome hate by rising 
into love. Because this night we know, even in the shadows of our doubts, we know that we are loved. 
That’s what it means to be home. 

Reader One: We light these candles, hoping to become the light, hoping to radiate light by how we live. We 
light these candles to create a space called home in this place, in our place, in inner places. We light 
these candles to declare that unto us a Savior is born, who is Christ the Lord. Welcomed home by angels 
singing and shepherds kneeling. Welcomed home by those like us who have worshiped for thousands of 
years. Welcomed home again tonight, right here, right now, in us. 

Reader Two: It’s time to be home. 
(Light the four candles of the wreath) 

 

The Prophecy of the Messiah Pastor Riva  
Readings: Isaiah 9:2, 6-7, John 1:1-2, 4-5 

Response: Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Wonderful Counselor, Almighty God, 
Emmanuel, Emmanuel, God with us, Emmanuel. 

(Pastor Riva lights the Christ candle) 
 

The Coming of Jesus Is Announced to Mary and Joseph 
Readings: Luke 1:26-38, Matthew 1:18-25 

 

The Preparations for the Birth of Jesus  
Reading: Luke 2:1-5 

Hymn: UMH #230 O Little Town of Bethlehem    
 

Jesus is Born 
Reading: Luke 2:6-7  

 

Anthem “Away in a Manger” William J. Kirkpatrick/arr. Howard Helvey 
Sharon Ruhnke, keyboard 

 

Jesus' Birth is Announced to the Shepherds  
Reading: Luke 2:9-14 

Hymn: UMH #236 While Shepherds watched their flocks 
 

The Shepherds Find the Baby Jesus 
Reading: Luke 2:15-18 

 

The Wise Men Bring Their Gifts to Jesus  
Reading: Matthew 2:1-11 

Hymn: UMH #254 We Three Kings  
 

Anthem “If I Could Visit Bethlehem”  Brian Wren/Hal Hopson 
Naomi Jones & James Bordewick, soloists 

 

Meditation Luke 2:1-20 Pastor Riva 
 

  



Prayer of Confession and Pardon Pastor Riva 
Pastor: Merciful God, we confess that often we find darkness more comfortable than light. 

We confess that we find your good news frightening and unsettling, especially when we consider its 
demands as well as its promises. 
We confess that Christmas has become more to us than the birthday of the Christ, partly because we do 
not want a Christ-Child in our lives or in our world. 
Forgive us, break us, bend us, remake us. 
Give us the courage to lay ourselves open to the wonder and healing of your coming. Be born again into 
our world, be born again into our hearts and lives. Hear now our silent and personal confessions as we 
prepare ourselves for your nativity. 

(Silence)  
The true light that enlightens all has come into the world. 

That light shines on in the darkness, and the darkness has never been able to put it out. 
This is the good news: God has heard our confession. God has forgiven our sin. 

ALL: Thanks be to God! 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts.  
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Pastor: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Almighty God, 

creator of heaven and earth. You created light out of darkness and brought forth life on the earth. You 
formed us in your image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we turned away, and our love failed, 
your love remained steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made covenant to be our sovereign God, 
and spoke to us through your prophets. In the fullness of time you gave your only Son Jesus Christ to be 
our Savior, and at his birth the angels sang glory to you in the highest and peace to your people on earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the 
highest. 

Pastor: Holy are you and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. As Mary and Joseph went from Galilee to Bethlehem 
and there found no room, so Jesus went from Galilee to Jerusalem and was despised and rejected. As in the 
poverty of a stable Jesus was born, So, by the baptism of his suffering, death, and resurrection you gave 
birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made with us a new covenant by 
water and the Spirit. 
Let us pray the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kin-dom come, your will 
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

People: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 



Pastor: Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory are 
yours, almighty God, now and forever. 

People: Amen. 
 

Lighting of the candles 
Music:  We Need a Silent Night in Here/Silent Night Marsha Jean Moors Charles, Chuck Bell 

Pastor Riva & James Bordewick, soloists 
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude Joy to the World arr. Barbara Harbach 
 

Maligayang Pasko sa inyong lahat!  
(A Joyous Christmas to you all!) 

See you next year! 
 

Worship Participants 
 Readers: Fred Carter, Art Hill, Kari Trench 
 Advent Candles:  
 Soloists: Naomi Jones, James Bordewick, Pastor Riva 
 Musician: Sharon Ruhnke 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Andy Bixler 

 

� CCLI 1806221 
� CCLV 20426627 

  



 
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of God, individuals of 
sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all people. We recognize that 
God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, 
cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is contrary to the life, 
spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 

 


