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Watching the children’s play and listening to the reading of today, there are two main characters in 

each that are very different from each other. Bossie who is full of pride and Mary who is so humble. 

Many of us already know that Mary is the mother of Jesus, gave birth to Him and ends there but there is 

actually more to the story of this young girl.  

To fully understand, Mary and the nativity story, I want us to go back to the very beginning of the 

Christmas story, it all began in the small town of Nazareth. If you go back to History, Nazareth was not 

even mentioned in the history of Jewish Historians, which tells us that Nazareth is a little insignificant 

town. Studies shows that Nazareth was a place of farmers, shepherds, and laborers. As I imagine 

Nazareth today, I imagine one of the places where we do outreaches in the Philippines. No stores to 

shop, you have to do dinner before sun sets as there is no electricity, and children have to travel far to 

go to school. God chose someone from Nazareth? Nazareth which is not known and during those days, 

people look down into this town. If God can just choose someone from a famous town, then it will be 

easier for people to relate and communicate His plan of salvation. Friends, it tells us something, in a 

world where people aim for recognition, our God is different. He looks for the meek and humble who 

would accomplish His greatest purposes. 1 Corinthians 1:27-28 says “27 But God chose the foolish things 

of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God 

chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things”—and the things that are not—to nullify 

the things that are.  

Now, let us shift our lenses to Mary. we already know that Mary Is from the little town of Nazareth. A 13 

year old girl, I know you find it this weird but during those times, girls with this age are already 

matured and can handle themselves, opportunity forces them to think like an adult. Perhaps, 

uneducated and came from a poor family who serves as servants in bigger cities. One thing is for sure, 

Mary and her family are not this kind of people who sees that world revolves around them. I was 

reflecting a week ago, would Mary want to be Mary? Mary who is engaged and suddenly got pregnant 

from somewhere, might result to her death and shame. I can only imagine that moment when an angel 

appeared to her. She might be confused, asking a lot of questions like “Why me? What will my family 

think about me? That another man got me pregnant? What will my fiancé Joseph think about me? 

What if I get stoned?”  

Yet, with all the uncertainties and questions, Mary has a very simple answer-Luke 1:38, “I am the Lord's 

servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” She said YES despite of the fact that her 

body is not ready yet, might kill her. She said yes despite it might mean Joseph would abandon her and 

the law would require to stone her. She said yes despite it means she can become a single mom. But 

why? She acknowledges that she is small but her God is big. 2 Corinthians 12:9 “But He said to me, `My 

grace is sufficient for you, for My power is perfected in weakness.’” Therefore I will boast all the more 

gladly in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest on me. She recognizes that it is not about 

her but with humility she accepts it because she knows who the Lord is and she trust that the Lord will 

never abandon Him.  

You know, as I grow deeper in my faith, I have more become more trusting in the Lord. I am a person 

who plans a lot, I planned every single detail of my life. But you know the moment you give up your life 

to Christ, you learned to realize that it is no longer about yourself but it is about you and what God 

wants you to do and to be. I learned complete surrender and learned to humble myself.  



When I graduated from the University, I always have these plans for myself, I wanted to be a full time 

environmentalist and urban planner. For 6 months, I didn’t get any job. I was doing a lot of Bible 

reading during those days, and Bible is always leading me to readings like, Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore 

go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 

always, to the very end of the age.” Mark 16:15 “He said to them, `Go into all the world and preach the 

gospel to all creation.’” Isaiah 6:8 “Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, `Whom shall I send? And 

who will go for us?’ And I said, `Here am I. Send me!’”  

I was so frustrated I didn’t get any job that I liked. Then an opportunity to be a missionary opened and 

GBGM said that I can still apply my environmental studies as a missionary because they will match me 

to an organization with the same interest as me. I was so excited and said, “Here I am Lord, send me 

wherever you want especially Europe and Americas”. To make the story short, I received a message 

from GBGM saying they are assigning me in Japan to do sustainable farming. I still remember what I 

felt when I was reading their email. I was shaking and so disappointed. I never liked Japan. Unlike my 

sibling who always watch animes and so obsessed with Japanese culture. I also have scoliosis which 

means farming was not the best option for me. I remember my mom crying because those days I was 

having spinal therapy. I almost said NO but a voice inside me is saying to humble myself in the plans of 

the Lord, it is Him who called me. Two years has finished, and I must say it is the best decision I have 

ever made. I went to the doctor and was surprised that my spine actually got better.  

Like Mary, it takes courage and faith to bow down with humility in God’s plans. Mary is teaching us a 

lot of things here. Her mission reminds that God’s call is not always the easiest, rather the most 

difficult. It may mean, we say goodbye to our hopes and plans to our lives, to give up our dreams that 

we have cherished for so long. Sometimes, God ask us to be in places we never want to go, to be with 

people we never want to be with, he takes away our pride and teaches us to be humble so he can be 

fully magnified in our lives and to other people. The song of Mary or the “Magnificat,” which is the 

Latin word for “magnify,” is actually one of my favorite parts of the Bible. It is just humbling to see how 

Mary responded and tells us about her. She is not just a young girl from Nazareth but we can actually 

see her faith. Mary was from a small town and a working class person from a poor family but God 

choses her as the mother of Messiah because of her heart. God favors the humble and meek. In Mary’s 

song, I can feel that God has the heart for the underdogs and nobodies. Verse 53- “he has filled the 

hungry with good things, and the rich he has sent away empty.” Filled the hungry with good things, 

that is great, Rich he has sent away empty, sounds negative right? But reflect on it, when we have 

enough, when we have what we want, we have a tendency to be proud and not needing the power of 

the Lord in our lives. This line is actually a calling for those who have enough to humble themselves 

before God and to be used by God to fill the hungry, to help the poor and lift up those who are in need. 

The Magnificat is a very timely and powerful reminder to all of us that our God cares for those who 

feels small and have nothing and calls those successful to humble themselves to lift up and bless each 

other.  

The whole story of Mary is pointing out to one theme. Mary’s hometown, Mary’s background, Mary’s 

character, God’s character, The birth of Jesus in a stable, HUMILITY. In our world, the idea of humbling 

oneself is like a sign of weakness. We are living in a world that is very competitive. Everyone wants to 

be the winner and the best. In Bible, humility is not connected with weakness rather it is a sign of 

wisdom. In the life of Mary, we can see that humility is not depending on herself but recognizing that 

everything will be alright if she trusts the Lord and submits to His will. She humbles herself before the 



Lord and God blessed her that even until the generation of this day see Mary as a very important 

human.  

Mary didn’t ask for this, but it is the Lord who magnified her. Think about this for a moment, have you 

been so frustrated in your life? Have you failed a lot of times? In those days, where are the frustrations 

coming from? Is it because like me you have tried to do things on your own that only God can do? Is it 

because you attempt to live your life by your choices and strength? If we live like this, we will just 

continue to fail and feel frustrated. Humble yourself to the Lord and realize that we cannot do things 

on our own that we need His power and guidance. We are totally dependent to the Lord. I like the 

ending of today’s play. Bossie has change of heart after seeing and knowing the Savior. Humility should 

be embodied in our DNA as Christians. It is not the easiest but it is our calling and God magnifies those 

who are humble. 


