
 
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 
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Children’s Celebration 
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Community United Methodist Church 
December 19, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “Angels We Have Heard on High” arr. Charles Lindberg 
 

Call to Worship  Fred Carter 
Leader: Come, joy, lighten our spirits. 
People: Come, hope, lift us from despair. 
Leader: Come, peace, ease our frantic worry. 
People: Come, love, shine in all we do. 
Leader: Come, Jesus, be born in us. 
People: Come, Lord, set us free. 
Leader: Come, God, 
People: Rule in our hearts and teach us to sing with joy! 

 

Hymn UMH#276 “The First One Ever” 
 

Opening Prayer Fred Carter 
ALL: Eternal Source of hope of human destiny, we await 

impatiently your fuller revelation in time and 
history. Through the coming of Christ, and through 
the commitment of our lives, reign among us on 
earth. Amen. 

 

Candle Song TFWS 2090 “Advent Song” verse 4 
 

Lighting the Candle of Love  Kristine & Ian Rodriguez 
Reader One: Sometimes when we are trying something new, or 

when we are facing a difficult decision, or when we want to 
celebrate something, or when we just feel lost and alone 
and uncertain about life, the universe and everything, we 
need a blessing. We don’t always think of it that way, or 
word it like that. We say we need advice, or support, or 
companions, or someone to come along beside and lift us 

Announcements: 
 

Arroz Caldo Meal: Pastor Riva Tabelisma is sharing her 
Christmastime tradition of a community soup meal. This will be 
served as a drive by and pick up meal on a different night then our 
Community Dinner. It will be Thursday, December 23 from 5:30 
to 6:30 PM at the church, 950 Gould. Pastor Riva will be 
preparing the soup with some help from our Outreach 
Committee. It’s Arroz Caldo ( chicken & rice) soup, Pastor’s 
recipe. Please join in this fun and special way to celebrate 
Christmas. 
 

December 26: This will be a broadcast service from our 
Minnesota Annual Conference. You can be at church at 10 a.m. if 
you want to watch it with others. 
 

Next Community Meal: December 27 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help.  
 

Wednesday Bible Study: Are you hungering for an Advent study 
this year? Please join the Wednesday morning Bible study group 
at 9:30 for our 4-week study, starting December 1st, "All the Good: 
A Wesleyan Way of Christmas," focusing on John Wesley's 
Christian practices of good works. If you can't make it every 
Wednesday, come when you can. It will still feed your spirit as 
you prepare for the birth of the Christ child. Contact persons for 
this study are Anna Lexvold or Naomi Jones. 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastor for 
an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is checked, 
our emergency phone number is 612-757-7115. This is a cell phone 
that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement app on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), 
or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



Pastoral Meditation:  

Lord our God, you have revealed yourself as One who wishes to 

bring about justice and true peace among people; 

In a world that looks away from injustice,You cast your eyes on 

the destitute, the poor, and the wronged; You have called us to 

follow you, to preach good news to the poor, to proclaim release 

for the captives and recovery of sight for the blind, to set at liberty 

those who are oppressed and to proclaim the time of your 

blessing. 

Be present with your church, Lord, as we respond to your call. 

Open our eyes to the downtrodden. Fill us with compassion for 

the plight of the alien, the refugee, and the immigrant. Lead us 

into ministries that help orphans and widows. Give us courage to 

block the paths of the ungodly who exploit the poor. 

Set us free from pious exercises that prevent us from the true 

worship you choose: 

Sharing bread with the hungry, sharing homes with the homeless, 

sharing clothes with the naked, sharing hearts with our own kin. 

So may your justice roll down like waters, your righteousness like 

an ever-flowing stream. Lead our footsteps to stand with the poor, 

that we might stand with you. 

Have mercy, O God: 

Scatter the proud, put down the mighty, lift up the lowly, fill up 

the hungry, and send the rich away empty-handed. 

In the name of the Christ, whose birth we are anticipating. . . . 

  

up again so we can see more than the tops of our shoes. 
We seek a blessing. 

Reader Two: For many of us, we go home; we ask mom; we 
talk to dad, or brothers and sisters, close friends, those 
we grew up with, those who know us best. We want them 
alongside; we want to be in their presence. Somehow, we 
know that being there, being home, will make all things 
better. Maybe it won’t be fixed, or solved, or wished 
away, but at least we won’t be alone. We seek a blessing. 

Reader One: Mary, faced with an incomprehensible burden and 
gift, ran to Cousin Elizabeth’s house, looking for someone 
who knew a little of what she was going through, looking 
for a place to hide until the reality of her condition could 
become something real. And she received a blessing. The 
prophet Micah spoke of a blessing coming to an 
unexpected place, an unassuming town. Yet by God’s grace 
would become the means through which God would bless 
the whole world. Bethlehem, the little town of blessing. We 
seek a blessing. 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, of 
peace, of joy and of today, love, as a sign that we know 
blessing and we know waiting for blessing to be felt and 
lived. We light these candles as a sign that we still seek a 
blessing. It’s time to go home. 

(Light all four candles in the Advent wreath.) 
 

Waving of Peace/Announcements/Birthday 
 

Anthem “Advent Coventry Carol” Phillip Brooks  
   Arr. Heather Sorenson 
 

Scripture Luke 1:46-55 (NRSV) Fred Carter 
Leader: These are the words inspired by God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Children’s Skit Bossie, the Cow at the Manger 
 

Meditation Call for Humility Rey Oliver Fabros 
 

Offertory Music  “Away in a Manger” arr. John Carter 
 

  



Offertory Prayer   Fred Carter 
All: Magnificent God, as we focus on Mary, the mother of 

Jesus, we are reminded that you do great wonders 
and signs through the most humble and obedient of 
your children. As we give our gifts to you this day, 
give us ears to hear the whispers of the angels 
speaking to us; give us eyes to see the needy and the 
unloved all around us; and give us faith to offer our 
lives to your plan of saving love. In Christ, our 
redeemer, we pray. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation  Pastor Riva 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn UMH #216 “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming”  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “As With Gladness Men of Old” Conrad Kocher 
   arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

 
 

Thank you to the following: for helping tell the story of Jesus 
birth:  

Narrator - Joanie Anderson 
Bossie - Aza Donnelly and Kari Trench 
Joseph – Andy Bixler 
Helpers – Tamra LeBlanc and Dana Wigert 
Pianist - Sharon Ruhnke 
The choir 
And the KIDS 

  

Worship Participants 
 Reader: Fred Carter 
 Advent Candles: Kristine & Ian Rodriguez 
 Musician: Sharon Ruhnke 
 Preacher: Rey Oliver Fabros 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
 Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Andy Bixler 

 

Lectionary Passages for the Week of December 19th: 
Micah 5:2-5a 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Luke 1:39-45 
Luke 1:46b-55 

 

Families to pray for the Week of December 19th: 
Rev. Art and Elaine Hill  
Ashley and Liam Hlivka, Carter and Rylee Buganski 
Juli and Jon Humphrey  
Merle Jacobson 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, December 19 – Advent, Children’s Skit 

10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

Monday, December 20 
Newsletter deadline for January issue 

Wednesday, December 22 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, December 23 
5:30 p.m. Arroz Caldo Meal pick-up (see below) 

Friday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship 

Sunday, December 26  
10:00 a.m. Conference Broadcast Service – option to 

watch at the church. Link still to come. 


