
 
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 
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Third Sunday of Advent 

A Service of Lessons and Carols 

 

 
 

 
950 Gould Avenue NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
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  Announcements: 
 

Next Community Meal: December 13 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help.  
 

Cookie Walk Thanks: Thank you to all who helped with the 
Cookie Walk, cookie baking, cookie decorating, cookie 
distribution, and cookie buying! 
 

Wednesday Bible Study: Are you hungering for an Advent study 

this year? Please join the Wednesday morning Bible study group 

at 9:30 for our 4-week study, starting December 1st, "All the Good: 

A Wesleyan Way of Christmas," focusing on John Wesley's 

Christian practices of good works. If you can't make it every 

Wednesday, come when you can. It will still feed your spirit as 

you prepare for the birth of the Christ child. Contact persons for 

this study are Anna Lexvold or Naomi Jones. 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastor for 
an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is checked, 
our emergency phone number is 612-757-7115. This is a cell phone 
that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement app on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), 
or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



This Child of Light 

See now this baby, a child so small 

He is our Savior, Ruler of all. 

What shall we name Him, This Holy One? 

He is Jesus, God’s own Son. 

This Child of Light, a Holy Light 

Has come to us on this silent night, 

Here in the stillness, quiet, He Lay, 

Love everlasting is born, is born today. 

This Child of Mary, this little One; 

A gift from heaven, God’s only Son. 

What can we give Him, this Child so small? 

We can give Him, give Him our all! 

This Child of Light, a Holy Light 

Has come to us on this silent night, 

Here in the stillness, quiet, He Lay, 

Love everlasting is born, is born today. 

This Child of Light. 

  

Community United Methodist Church 
December 12, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Third Sunday of Advent 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “Ding, Dong! Merrily on High” arr. Hal Hopson 
Choir and Bell Choir 

 

Hymn of Preparation UMH#196  
 Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
 

The Bidding Prayer Pastor Riva  
Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, 
let us prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true 
meaning. Let us hear, in lessons from Holy Scripture, how the 
prophets of Israel foretold that God would visit and redeem the 
waiting people. Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, that the 
good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. Let us celebrate 
the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, will bring 
all peoples and all things into the glory of God's eternal 
kingdom. The blind received their sight, and the lame walk, the 
lepers are cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, 
and the poor have the gospel preached to them. But first, let us 
pray for the world that God so loves, for those who have not 
heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it; for those 
who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; and for the 
Church in this place and everywhere, that it may be freed from 
all evil and fear, and may in pure joy lift up the light of the love 
of God. These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in 
the words that Christ himself taught us. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer Pastor Riva  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 



from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Candle Song TFWS #2090 “Advent Song” verse 3 
 

Lighting the Candle of Joy  Veronica Johnson, Stacy Johnson 
Reader One: It’s a reunion, every time we go home, every time 

we embrace those we love, no matter how long it has been. It 
feels like sunrise, like the clouds are parting and the rain has 
ended. It is joy, nothing less than pure joy to grab hold of 
those who are home for us, who make home for us. Whether 
we wake up to them every day, or travel many miles to see 
them again, it is joy to go home. 

Reader Two: The prophet Zephaniah tells us to rejoice at the 
thought of going home. The prophet tells us to imagine 
being set free, being unburdened, being released to live, to 
fully live in the grace and wonder of life itself, surrounded 
by those who love us like no one else. And then to live like 
that was our truth even now, even here. It is joy to go 
home. 

Reader One: John the Baptist reminds us, however, that it takes 
choices to live in this joy. It doesn’t just happen; we choose 
to make life a joy by how we love others, by how we serve and 
give and care for others, by how we do the job we do and how 
we impact the world around us. We build joy as we build a 
home in this world and the next. 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope, and of 
peace, and of joy, as a sign that we are on our way home, 
and we walk with a skip in our step because we can see the 
destination, and it is pure joy. It is time to go home. 

(Light three candles in the Advent wreath.) 
 

First Lesson Isaiah 40:1 –8 
Leader: To God's people in exile in a faraway land, the prophet 

Isaiah announces good news: God is coming back, and 
bringing the exiles home! The Word of God.  

Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol UMH #211 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  v. (1-3) 
 

Lo, How a Rose/The Rose 

Lo, how a rose e’er blooming from tender stem hath sprung. 

Of Jesse’s lineage coming as men of old have sung. 

It came a floweret bright, amid the cold of winter 

When half-spent was the night. 

This Flow’r, whose fragrance tender with sweetness fills the air, 

Dispels with glorious splendor the darkness everywhere. 

True man, yet very God, from sin and death He saves us 

And lightens every load. 

Some say love, it is a river that drowns the tender reed; 

Some say love, it is a razor that leaves your soul to bleed; 

Some say love, it is a hunger, an endless aching need; 

I say love, it is a flower; and you, its only seed. 

It’s the heart afraid of breaking that never learns to dance; 

It’s the dream afraid of waking that never takes a chance; 

It’s the one who won’t be taken who cannot seem to give; 

And the soul afraid of dying that never learns to live. 

When the night has been too lonely and the road has been too 

long; 

And you think that love is only for the lucky and the strong; 

Just remember in the winter far beneath the bitter snow; 

lives the seed that with the sun’s love, in the spring becomes the 

rose. 

  



Words to Choir Anthems 

Ding Dong! Merrily On High 

Ding dong! Merrily on high in heaven the bells are ringing. 

Ding dong! Verily the sky is riven with angels singing. 

Gloria, Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

Ding dong! Here below, below, let steeple bells be swunen; 

Ding dong! I o I o I o, by priest and people sungen! 

Gloria, Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

Pray you dutifully prime your matin chime, you ringers; 

May you beautifully rhyme your evetime song you singers. 

Gloria, Gloria, hosanna in excelsis! 

 

On This Day Earth Shall Ring 

On this day earth shall ring with the song children sing 

to the Lord, Christ our King, 

Born on earth to save us: him the Father gave us. 

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o gloria in exelsis Deo. 

His the doom, ours the mirth; when he came down to earth 

Bethlehem saw his birth; 

Ox and ass beside him from the cold would hide him, 

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o gloria in exelsis Deo. 

God’s bright star, o’er his head, Wise Men three to him led; 

knell they low by this bed, 

Lay their gifts before him, praise him and adore him, 

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o gloria in exelsis Deo. 

On this day angels sing; with their song earth shall ring; 

Praising Christ, heaven’s King 

Born on earth to save us, peace he gave us. 

Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o-o-o, Id-e-o gloria in exelsis Deo. 

 

  

Second Lesson Jeremiah 23:5 –6  
Leader: The prophet Jeremiah offers hope for a righteous 

branch, a just king who is yet to come. The Word of God.  
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

Carol UMH #204 Emmanuel, Emmanuel 
 

Third Lesson  Zechariah 9:9 –10 
Leader: To a nation grown weary of war and weapons, God 

promises a king who will establish a reign of peace. The 
Word of God.  

Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol  On this Day Earth Shall Ring arr. David Cherwin 
Choir  

 

Fourth Lesson  Haggai 2:6 –9  
Leader: The prophet Haggai promises to God's people a temple 

even more glorious than the temple of old. The Word of God.  
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 

Carol UMH #220 Angels from the Realms of Glory  
 

Fifth Lesson Isaiah 35:1 –6  
Leader: The prophet Isaiah announces the renewal both of the 

land and of God's people on the coming day of redemption. 
The Word of God.  

Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol Lo, How a Rose/The Rose  Craig Hella Johnson 
Choir  

 

Sixth Lesson Luke 1:26 –35, 38  
Leader: The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she 

will give birth to a ruler whose reign shall never end. The 
Word of God.  

Response: Thanks be to God.  
 

Carol UMH #215 To a Maid Engaged to Joseph 
 

Seventh Lesson Mark 1:1–8  
Leader: Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God. The 

Word of God.  
Response: Thanks be to God.  

 



Carol  This Child of Light Mary McDonal 
Choir  

 

Prayer   Pastor Riva  
Leader: Merciful God, you sent your messengers the prophets to 

preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation. 
Give us grace to heed their warnings, and forsake our sins, 
that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the 
nativity and may await with joy the coming in glory of Jesus 
Christ our redeemer, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit.  

Response: Amen.  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
Leader: Go forth into the world in peace; be of good courage; 

hold fast that which is good; render to no one evil for evil; 
strengthen the fainthearted; support the weak; help the 
afflicted; honor everyone; love and serve the Lord, rejoicing 
in the power of the Holy Spirit. And the blessing of God 
Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you, and remain with you always.  

ALL: Amen. 
 

Postlude “Prepare the Royal Highway” Swedish Folk Tune
  arr. Paul Manz 

 

Worship Participants 
 Reader: Barb Miller 
 Advent Candles: Veronica Johnson, Stacy Johnson 
 Musician: Sharon Ruhnke 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Andy Bixler 

 

  

Lectionary Passages for the Week of December 12th: 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Luke 3:7-18 

 

Families to pray for the Week of December 12th: 
Lamar Hamilton and Terry Valmind  
Summer Harty and Lee Chandler   
Raymond Hawn 
James and Kathleen Hentjes 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, December 12 – Advent – Lessons and Carols 

10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

Monday, December 13 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (pick-up) 

Tuesday, December 14 
6:30 p.m. Core Team (Zoom) 

Wednesday, December 15 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 17 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 

Sunday, December 19 - Advent 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

 

  


