
 
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 
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Community United Methodist Church 
December 5, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Second Sunday of Advent 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” arr. Bradley Sowash 
 

Call to Worship  James Bordewick 
Leader: O come, O come, Immanuel, 
People: And be light for our darkness. 
Leader: Be comfort in our grief, be a friend for our loneliness, 
People: An oasis for our searching. 
Leader: O come, O come, Immanuel, 
People: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us 

peace. 
 

Hymn UMH#210 “All Earth is Waiting” 
 

Opening Prayer James Bordewick 
ALL: Loving God, be to us as a bulldozer of the spirit. 

Clear your road in us; clear a path through the 
detritus of possessions and obsessions. Thrust aside 
our divided aims and devious games. Topple the 
ramparts of pride and the doubts that deride. Make 
a highway on which Christ may come and take 
possession of the whole territory of our being. To 
the glory of your name, we pray. Amen! 

 

Candle Song TFWS 2090 “Advent Song” verse 2 
 

Lighting the Candle of Peace  Faythe Anderson, 
 Chloe & Logan Perez 

Reader One: For many of us, the call to head home is one of joy 
and of hope. We can’t wait to reconnect with family, with 
history and tradition, with a wonderful time of freedom 
and loving support. We can’t wait to go home. 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, December 5 - Advent 

Cookie Walk orders due! 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

Monday, December 6 
Meals on Wheels Deliveries all week 
4:30 p.m. Women’s Group at Culvers 

Wednesday, December 8 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Friday, December 10 
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga 

Sunday, December 12 - Advent 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

 

Announcements: 
 

Next Community Meal: December 13 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help.  
 

Wednesday Bible Study: Are you hungering for an Advent study 

this year? Please join the Wednesday morning Bible study group 

at 9:30 for our 4-week study, starting December 1st, "All the Good: 

A Wesleyan Way of Christmas," focusing on John Wesley's 

Christian practices of good works. If you can't make it every 

Wednesday, come when you can. It will still feed your spirit as 

you prepare for the birth of the Christ child. Contact persons for 

this study are Anna Lexvold or Naomi Jones. 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastor for 
an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is checked, 
our  emergency phone number is 612-757-7115. This is a cell phone 
that goes to the pastor on call. 
  



us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn TFWS #2089 “Wild and Lone the Prophet’s Voice”  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “The King Shall Come” arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

Worship Participants 
 Reader: James Bordewick 
 Advent Candles: Faythe Anderson,  

Chloe & Logan Perez 
 Musician: Sharon Ruhnke 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Andy Bixler 

 

Lectionary Passages for the Week of December 5th: 
Malachi 3:1-4 
Philippians 1:3-11 
Luke 1:68-79 
Luke 3:1-6 

 

Families to pray for the Week of December 5th: 
Carolyn Gerber  
Rev. Ron Guderian 
Matt and Rosie Haag  
Marshall Hall 

 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement app on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), 
or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 

Reader Two: There are those who fear going home, however, 
and there are times when going home brings back 
memories that are not so good, not so healing. We are 
reminded of when we didn’t fit in, when we didn’t 
measure up, when we weren’t loved like we needed to be 
loved. Home can be a difficult place for some. 

Reader One: The prophet Malachi tells us that even when we are 
in the hottest of fires, there is a presence who can make us 
better, who can refine and purify. John the Baptist tells us 
that the road home is always under construction, 
mountains leveled, and valleys filled in, to make smooth 
the path that leads us to our true destination, where we 
can live in peace and unity with all. 

Reader Two: We light these candles, the candle of hope and 
the candle of peace, as a sign of our assurance that 
though the road is hard, we believe it is worth the 
journey. It is time to go home. 

(Light two candles of the Advent wreath.) 
 

Waving of Peace/Announcements/Birthday 
 

Children’s Moment Are we willing to change Pastor Riva 
Malachi 3:1-4 

 

Anthem “Christmas Joy” Michael Helman 
Bell Choir 

 

Scripture Luke 3:1-6 (NRSV) James Bordewick 
Leader: These are the words inspired by God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Meditation How Prepared are We? Pastor Riva 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
Pastor: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Pastor: Lift up your hearts. The pastor may lift hands and keep 

them raised. 
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 



Pastor: It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and 
everywhere to give thanks to you, almighty God, 
creator of heaven and earth. You formed us in your 
image and breathed into us the breath of life. When we 
turned away, and our love failed, your love remained 
steadfast. You delivered us from captivity, made 
covenant to be our sovereign God, and spoke to us 
through your prophets, who looked for that day when 
justice shall roll down like waters and righteousness 
like an ever-flowing stream, when nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war 
anymore. And so, with your people on earth and all the 
company of heaven, we praise your name and join their 
unending hymn: 

ALL: Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna 
in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the 
name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Words of Institution  
ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come 

again. 
 

Offertory Music  “Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming” arr. John Carter 
 

Offertory Prayer   James Bordewick 
All: God of mercy and grace, we pray that the gifts we 

offer this morning might be used to bring some 
compassion to the chaos that is our world. We give 
these gifts in love, hoping they will heal some of the 
hurting; and as they do, make the crooked road 
straight for the coming of the Christ. May the hills 
that separate us from sisters and brothers be made 
flat and may the valleys of our isolation be raised up, 
so we will be ready to welcome the Christ as one. In 
that holy name, we pray. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation   
Pastor: In the fifteenth year during the reign when he was 

governor, and he was ruler of that region and he was in 

charge of that place, during the priesthood under the 
leadership 

People: The Word of the Lord came 
Pastor: The word of God always comes in the year during the 

reign under the leadership during the priesthood when 
that one ruled there, and this one was in charge here 

People: It always comes in particular places, when power 
is under negotiation – when we don’t know 
whether to trust the people with power, or the 
power itself 

Pastor: In the fifteenth or twelfth or second year or month or 
season 

People: Repentance is the order of the day, and we all 
need to repent 

Pastor: Because the word of the Lord comes to call us to 
repentance, to make the crooked straight, the 
mountains low, the valleys high. And all of us look for 
God’s salvation. 

People: In the fifteenth year, the second month, the third 
day, this very moment 

Pastor: Lord Jesus, many of us are waiting for you: the war-
torn are waiting for peace, the hungry are waiting for 
bread. the refugees are waiting for a homeland, the sick 
are waiting for healers. Have you forgotten us? 

People: O Lord, come quickly, we pray. 
Pastor: God in this season suspended between hope and 

fulfillment, let us never forget what you have done. May 
we be overwhelmed by your mercy, which flows in wave 
after wave. May we be honest about the darkness 
within us, and perceptive of the light around us. May 
we make straight the path for the Lord, that together 
we may see God’s glory revealed. 
In the name of the Christ whose birth we are 
celebrating, who taught us to pray... 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 


