
  

Scripture Luke 21:25-36 NRSV  

Meditation The beginning in the end   Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

We are now getting into a new season of the liturgical year. For everyone’s clarification, liturgical year is 

the term that pertains to the calendar that we follow in religious circles. This guides the themes of our 

faith journey. Unlike the Gregorian calendar that is divided into months and begins in January, the 

liturgical calendar is divided into seasons that refers to different markers in the life and ministry of 

Jesus. The first season or the first part of the liturgical calendar is the Advent Season, and its beginning 

is celebrated by the Hanging of the Greens that we did yesterday. Following this thought, this means 

that since today is the first Sunday of Advent, today is synonymous with January 1st. I guess a ‘Happy 

New Year’ is in order. It is important to remember that the liturgical year begins during the Advent 

Season because the birth of Jesus is also the call for the beginning of our ministry to the world. And the 

goal is that we continue to do these ministries in cycles…it never ends.   

Traditionally, in the life of the church, this is also the time of the year when we begin reading about the 

stories of the life of Jesus, whose birth we are celebrating. Perhaps you wonder, why our reading is not 

what we were expecting. I thought of that, too. But because I follow the lectionary reading, I took more 

time to reflect on our passage in preparation for today. My hope is that I will be able to unpack our 

passage today to find the timely message as we wait in great anticipation for the birth of Jesus. Today’s 

passage is divided into three parts, that although they looked like three different stories, it revolves 

around a central theme. The first part is verses 25-28, which paints an apocalyptical picture. In my more 

conservative circles, the anticipation of the ‘coming of the Son of Man’ is a very important event that 

people have to be ready for. In fact, these verses are being quoted and interpreted literally, together 

with other passages from the book of Revelation when depicting this event – without considering the 

context of the readers, the authors and time that this passage was written. Having said that, the focus of 

evangelism was about converting people to be a part of the congregation, because redemption is only 

coming when Jesus comes back, and only those who are saved will be redeemed. Supposedly, this was 

okay…supposedly, there was nothing wrong with this intention…simply because it was coming from a 

place that the ‘Christians’ wanted their loved ones and others to be with them in eternal glory. How can 

that be wrong? But it became problematic for me because this theology became exclusivist, and those 

who did not follow this theology were excluded and discriminated. Another point that I find this 

problematic is that the context of the verses were forgotten altogether. And the context was that this 

was written when Jerusalem was suffering from the oppression of the Roman Empire, and the 

redemption that Jesus was offering was about Jerusalem to find and get the freedom that it deserved. As 

I contemplate on this perspective, I come to a conclusion that maybe these verses were not about the 

chaos that we are supposed to anticipate but about the hope that Jesus was offering to his listeners, 

who were obviously in need to hear it.  

The second part of today’s passage is another story altogether. Most of you know that I moved here in 

2016 for my seminary studies. In my 5 years of living here in Minnesota, I get mixed feelings when 

Autumn comes. I love seeing the beautiful colors of the leaves, such a beautiful sight to behold. But I 

am not excited when the leaves fall and the trees become bare, this is an indication that we are in for 

the cold weather – for a long time. I have been joking with some of you last summer that I wish I can 



  

put the heat of Summer in jars so that I can take it out when it gets cold. But also, after the period of a 

long winter, I look forward seeing the buds from the trees. I patiently look at those buds, because I 

know that the warm weather (no matter how short that will be) will soon be here. After enduring many 

months of layering up when going out of the house, walking and driving carefully because of the 

slippery roads, and simply just keeping warm, the buds tell us that we will soon be experiencing 

beautiful warm weather. This is what verses 29 and 30 is talking about. If I read verses 31-33 in my 

context, that is the kingdom of God is being talked about here…for me, one of the situations of the 

kingdom of God is the time when I don’t have to complain how cold it is even just to walk from the 

door to the car, or while waiting for the car to warm up in a negative number weather. That is my 

simple analogy of the kingdom of God. Jesus’ invitation is clear, no matter what happened to us, or to 

the world, the words of love, grace and redemption that he offers will stand the test of time. It will 

survive the finiteness of our beings.  

The third part is what I find very interesting and to be honest, I find the message of verses 34-36 very 

timely in the post-modern society that we are in. When I read these verses, I am reminded of the 

scouting motto – ‘be prepared’. There is a deaconess school/college in the Philippines, Harris Memorial 

College, and their motto is never unprepared. My mother is an alumnus of this school, and it is almost 

funny that she and other alums of this college is always prepared for everything. When one look into 

their purses, you will find a pen, a glue stick, a scissor and some papers, a snack of a cracker or biscuit 

(in case someone is hungry), a first aid kit (in case someone accidentally cuts himself or herself), 

medicine for almost everything (headache, stomachache, dizziness, etc.) and even a sewing kit in case 

someone needs it. They are prepared for any mishap that might happen. In any gathering, be thankful if 

there is a Harris graduate in the midst because they really are prepared. But more than that, the 

reminder for us from these verses is how we live our lives as followers of Christ….or as how we 

conveniently would call ourselves – Christians. This part of our passage calls us to live the lives that 

follows the teaching of Jesus – lives that share the love and grace to every person and being…all of God’s 

creation. I think, what Jesus was inviting us to do is to guard our hearts in being complacent in what we 

have been used to doing, but rather, for us to open ourselves with more possibilities of embodying 

God’s to the people next to us, the people that looked different than us, even the people that irritates 

us. The escape that Jesus is talking about that we need to do is to escape the complacency that has been 

happening around us. Looking at our lives today, we are inundated with worries of life. I believe that in 

our own personal lives, there are a lot to worry about. In our society, there are a lot of things that are 

happening that can sometimes leave one person sleepless at night. Recently, news came out that there 

is once again another variant of the corona virus that leaves us wondering what’s next.  

Advent means coming or beginning. In that lens, we can look at our passage today as an invitation to 

see the coming of the kingdom of God. And as what I have said in the past, I don’t believe that the 

kingdom of God is not a place that happens after we die. For me, the kingdom of God can be achieved 

in the present, and that is when pain no longer exists in our society…no more people who are hungry, 

no more will be homeless during cold nights, no person of color will be scared when being stopped by 

police, no person will be asked to change to what is called normal or straight, no natural resources is 

consumed unresponsibly. This is the kingdom of God that we can actually achieve now. As what is said 

The Lord’s Prayer, ‘your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven’…rather than your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth and then afterwards in heaven. As we anticipate the coming 

of the Christ, whether we look at it as Advent or the apocalypse, may we remain faithful in sharing the 

love and grace to those around us, whether humans or not. May it be so. Amen. 


