
 
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 
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950 Gould Avenue NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

763-788-9009    www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

https://www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights  
  



Community United Methodist Church 
November 21, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Twenty-sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
Reconciling Congregation Anniversary 

Pledge Sunday 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “We Gather Together” Netherland Fold Hymn/arr. Victor Labenske 
Sharon Ruhnke and Karen Schneider, piano 

 

Call to Worship  Rod Bruns 
One: Gather us in, O God, we who are a grand spectrum of your 

children. 
All: Prisms that catch your light with furtive wanting and 

give it back in a variety of blended hues. 
One: Gather us in, O God, as dancing colors of a rainbow in the 

sky, 
All: For our very being is the fulfillment of your promise. 

 

Hymn “All Are Welcome” 
 

Opening Prayer Rod Bruns 
ALL: Wondrous God, lover of lion and lizard, cedar and 

cactus, raindrop and river, we praise you for the 
splendor of the world! We thank you, that woven 
throughout the tapestry of earth are the varied 
threads of human diversity. Created in your image, we 
are of many colors and cultures, ages and classes, 
gender and sexual identities. Different and alike, we 
are your beloved people. Free us, we pray, from fears 
of difference that divide and wound us. Move us to 
dismantle our attitudes and systems of prejudice. 
Renew our commitment to make this a household of 
faith for all people—gay, bisexual, lesbian, and 
straight—that all who worship and minister here may 
know the grace and challenge of faith. In our life 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, November 21 

Reconciling Congregation Anniversary and Pledge Sunday 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

Monday, November 22 
5:30 p.m. Community Meal – Drive Through Pick-up 

Tuesday, November 23 
2:00 p.m. Eve Circle -  

Wednesday, November 24 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 
6:00 p.m. Bell Choir Rehearsal 
7:00 p.m. Chancel Choir Rehearsal 

Thursday, November 25 – Thanksgiving Day 
Office closed 

Friday, November 26 
No Chair Yoga today 

Saturday, November 27 
10:30 a.m. Hanging of the Greens 

Sunday, November 28 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 
11:00 a.m. Post Worship Charge Conference 

to elect new Core leadership and approve 
compensation package. 

 

 

Announcements: 
Next Community Meal: November 22 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are still 
doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. Thank 
you for all your help.  
 

Advent Families wanted: If you/your family would like to light 
the Advent Candles, please get in-touch with Naomi Jones.  
 

Wednesday Bible Study Update: The Wednesday morning Bible 
Study group is now using the Upper Room's Wednesday devotional 
plan as a way to listen to God and to each other. Feel free to attend 
whenever you can, as each session is stand-alone. Contact person is 
Anna Lexvold. 
  



Worship Participants 
 Preacher: Paul David Stanko 
 Stewardship: Joan Bixler , Joanie Anderson 
 Reader: Rod Bruns 
 Musicians: Sharon Ruhnke, Karen Schneider 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Andy Bixler 

 

Lectionary Passages for the Week of November 21st: 
2 Samuel 23:1-7 
Psalm 132:1-12 
Revelation 1:4-8 
John 18:33-37 

 

Families to pray for the Week of November 21st: 
Chad and Erica Domarus  
Linda Domarus  
Paul, Aza, Jade and Kate Donnelly 
Keith and Carol Felland 

 

 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the Vanco Mobile 
Faith Engagement app on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), 
or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastor for 
an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is checked, 
our  emergency phone number is 612-757-7115. This is a cell phone 
that goes to the pastor on call. 
  

together, grant us minds and hearts eager to learn, 
reluctant to judge, and responsive to the leading of 
your loving Spirit. We ask in Christ’s name. Amen. 

 
Waving of Peace/Announcements/Birthday 
 

Stewardship Testimonial   Joan Bixler & Joanie Anderson 
 

Children’s Moment Joy Pastor Riva 
John 18:33-37 

 

Anthem “Family of Faith” Pepper Choplin 
 

Scripture The Call of Reconciliation Paul David Stanko 
Genesis 19:1-9: 

19 The two angels arrived at Sodom in the evening, and Lot was 
sitting in the gateway of the city. When he saw them, he got up to 
meet them and bowed down with his face to the ground. 2 “My 
lords,” he said, “please turn aside to your servant’s house. You can 
wash your feet and spend the night and then go on your way early 
in the morning.” 
“No,” they answered, “we will spend the night in the square.” 
3 But he insisted so strongly that they did go with him and entered 
his house. He prepared a meal for them, baking bread without 
yeast, and they ate. 4 Before they had gone to bed, all the men from 
every part of the city of Sodom—both young and old—surrounded 
the house. 5 They called to Lot, “Where are the men who came to 
you tonight? Bring them out to us so that we can have sex with 
them.” 6 Lot went outside to meet them and shut the door behind 
him 7 and said, “No, my friends. Don’t do this wicked thing. 8 Look, I 
have two daughters who have never slept with a man. Let me bring 
them out to you, and you can do what you like with them. But don’t 
do anything to these men, for they have come under the protection 
of my roof.” 
9 “Get out of our way,” they replied. “This fellow came here as a 
foreigner, and now he wants to play the judge! We’ll treat you 
worse than them.” They kept bringing pressure on Lot and moved 
forward to break down the door. 

Leviticus 18:22 & 20:13 
22 You shall not lie with a male as with a woman. It is an 
abomination.  
13 If a man lies with a male as he lies with a woman, both of them 
have committed an abomination. They shall surely be put to death. 
Their blood shall be upon them. 



1 Corinthians 6: 9-10 
9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor 
adulterers, no homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor 
covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit 
the kingdom of God. 

1 Timothy 1:10 
10 for the sexually immoral, for those practicing homosexuality, for 
slave traders and liars and perjurers—and for whatever else is 
contrary to the sound doctrine 

Romans 1:26-27 
26 Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their 
women exchanged natural sexual relations for unnatural ones.27 In 
the same way the men also abandoned natural relations with 
women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed shameful acts with other men, and received in 
themselves the due penalty for their error. 

 

Meditation  Paul David Stanko 
 

Offertory Music  “They’ll Know We Are Christians By Our Love” 
  Peter Scholtes/ arr. Mark Hayes 

 

Offertory Prayer   Rod Bruns 
All: Blessed are you, God of all creation. Through your 

goodness we have this offering to bring, the result of 
our human efforts. May you bless its use for the 
mission of your church. Blessed be God forever. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation   
Pastor: O God, deliver us. From the anger we turn inward, or 

misdirect toward those we love,  
People: deliver us. 
Pastor: From wanting our opponents’ downfall rather than their 

liberation,   
People: deliver us.  
Pastor: From fear, anxiety, stress, or loneliness that makes us 

seek a quick fix of religious or political absolutes, of 
drugs or alcohol, of compulsive sexual expressions or 
messianic lover, 

People: O God, deliver us. 
Pastor: From believing what “they” say about us, devaluing 

ourselves or others like us, 

People: deliver us. 
Pastor: For isolation from sisters and brothers, and 

ghettoization of our existence, 
People: deliver us. 
Pastor: From lack of trust and faith in ourselves as individuals 

and ourselves as community, 
People: O God, deliver us. 
Pastor: For denial of our integrity as spiritual-sexual creations,  
People: deliver us. 
Pastor: From rejection of others because of their body-state, 

whether gender, race, age, sexual orientation, 
appearance, or disability, 

People: O God, deliver us. Free us to live your 
commonwealth, O God. Clarify our vision, purify 
our motives, renew our hope. 

Pastor: In the name of you who creates us, of the Christ who 
calls us, and of the Spirit who empowers us, as we pray... 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your 
name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as 
we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time 
of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 

 

Hymn W&S #3149 “A Place at the Table”  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
Pastor: Jesus said, “I am the vine.” 
People: And we are the branches. 
Pastor: Those who abide in Jesus, 
People: Will bear much fruit, because apart from Jesus we 

can do nothing. 
Pastor: Jesus said, “If you abide in me, and my words abide in 

you, ask for whatever you wish and it will be done for 
you.” 

People: Let us abide in the love of Jesus. Amen and Amen. 
 

Postlude “Now Thank We All Our God” Sigfrid Karg-Elert 
 


