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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Today’s passage validates Jesus’ preference to the least of these, those who are living in the margins of 

the society. It was clear that he saw that what is more important is the act of giving more than the 

status of the person. Looking at our story today on face value, it can be a timely passage for our 

Stewardship Campaign which is happening this month. But before we go deeper into conversations 

about finances and our needs, there are also important lessons that I discovered in our passage today 

that will invite us to deeper reflection that hopefully will encourage us to put them into action, into 

being.  

It is easy to conclude that the first part of our passage (verses 38-40) is the reflection of Jesus’ 

relationship with the scribes. But it is not fair to say that Jesus was generalizing the scribes, because 

there were also instances that he affirmed a scribe who realizes his teaching, as what was mentioned in 

last Sunday’s passage in Mark 12:34. Looking at the context of our passage today, it is more than likely 

that Jesus was actually condemning the system in which the scribes are deeply rooted in. As I 

mentioned last Sunday, historically, scribes are in a pedestal in the ancient Jewish religious tradition. 

Verses 38-39 validates this position. It is important to remember that Jesus was not condemning the 

scribes because of their status, but what they do with that status. Who can blame the scribes, right? To 

this day, it is a human tendency that status is really factored in in relationships. I, myself is not an 

exempted to this tendency. In the Filipino culture, education, experience and titles that comes with it 

are very important. And we acknowledge that every time. If you would listen to Filipinos talk, you can 

hardly hear a person’s first name mentioned. Even if a person does not have any alphabets attached to 

their names, they are simple called Ate (older sister), Kuya (older brother), Tita (aunt) or Tito (uncle) as 

signs of respect. This our outward gesture of acknowledging the person’s status. Back in 2013 when I 

would attend meetings of the Connectional Table (Connectional Table is the highest governing body of 

the United Methodist Church when the General Conference is not in session), when I recognized who 

the bishops were in our midst, I never called any of them in their first names, even though we have 

become Facebook friends. I remember one time that we were having our supper and everyone were 

lining up to the buffet table, I noticed that Bishop Ough, the retired bishop of the Minnesota Annual 

Conference was standing behind me on the line. I was giving him my spot so that he can get his food 

before I can. And he told me, ‘Riva, you are here with at least 11 bishops from across the globe, if you let 

us take your spot in the supper line, two things will happen, you will be very hungry before you can get 

your food and/or you might not get any food because the caterers have removed all of the food at the 

buffet.’ I reluctantly stayed in my place. When I started seminary, up to this day, I cringe calling my 

former professors in their first names, even though I have developed friendship with them through the 

years. To be clear, there is nothing wrong with that. I know that in my tradition, I am recognizing the 

hard work that they put in to get the alphabets attached to their names. I eventually compromised and 



  

calls my Old Testament professor, Dr. Carolyn Pressler, Dr. Carolyn, instead of Dr. Pressler because 

according to her, we are friends and colleagues now. 

Why I am sharing this, well, to be honest, as I look at how our society functions, we are giving credit 

where credit is due, and in this case, we give credit to people’s statuses because we recognize and 

respect the hard work that they did to get to where they are. This is actually a good way of showing 

outward respect to people, which to be frank, is something that the world needs right now. However, 

sometimes, this whole paradigm of seeing people’s status in the society becomes problematic when first 

– the people who are put in pedestal uses this as a way of differentiating themselves from others, and 

second – when by doing this, we are starting to compromise our own values to placate this 

differentiation. And yes, because the church is part of the society, we tend to succumb in this whole 

cycle, which unfortunately becomes deterrent to our growth as a faith circle. As a PK (Pastor’s Kid) and 

now a P (Pastor) I have seen this in different areas of the whole of the United Methodist Church, and 

yes, there are times that I became part of that cycle. When I say statuses in the church, I am not just 

referring to the financial gifts that members of the church/congregation gives, but I am also referring to 

the time that we offer to the ministries, the length of time of our membership, and other gifts that we 

offer to the church. What I am saying is this, one way or another, we hold a certain status in our 

congregation. And again, there is nothing wrong with that. As your pastor, I am grateful with all my 

heart for all of the gifts that you are giving to Community UMC. It only becomes problematic if we see 

our statuses as a way of differentiating ourselves from the other, which if we are not mindful can be a 

cause of rejection. As I deeply reflect on today’s passage, this is the message that I am getting. Jesus was 

condemning the system in which the status is being used as a way of differentiating the other. I think 

this is one of the reasons why Jesus wants the disciples to see not only the act but also the being of the 

giving of the widow, converting it to dollars is actually 1/8 of a cent. The amount that might have been 

extravagant for someone who can be considered the poorest of the poor. 

Before I went to seminary, I could have interpreted this as Jesus’ way of glorifying sacrifices, which is a 

justification of oppression in a colonial mindset. But we are not going there. You all can breath because 

I will not guilt you into giving up every thing that you have to receive God’s approval – in case that 

exists. Now, let us try to put that in our context. Today, we are celebrating two things – 1: the life and 

ministry of our brethren who were gone before us and 2: the meal that Jesus shared with his disciples 

before his death.  As we celebrate both in our midst, let us remember several things, I do not think that 

Jesus is calling us to sacrifice beyond what we can lovingly offer. The teachings of Jesus are leaned 

towards what is in our hearts and minds and what our physical capabilities and abilities can give. His 

teachings call for us to give it our all, no matter how big or small the impact of that all will be. I say this, 

because I would also like to remind us of our belovedness, that we are all beloved children of God. I 

would like to invite you that your belovedness should reflect on the ‘sacrifice’ that you offer as gifts and 

not the other way around – when see our belovedness in the sacrifices that we offer. Maybe this is the 

stewardship that we are being called in our worship today and in our faith journey. May it be so. Amen. 


