
  

Scripture Mark 12:28-34 NRSV  

Meditation The Embodiment of God’s Love  Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Hopefully we are all familiar with today’s passage. For congregations and faith circles that are preaching 

towards accepting every person in their/our midst, this passage is central to our belief system, 

especially verses 29-31. This is a passage about love, the most central and applicable theme that 

transcends through time…because its importance and meaning is true from many centuries in the past 

up to our present context. I can’t even remember how many times I have heard this passage being read 

and preached, and to be honest, it took me some time to really look at different messages that I can 

glean into it. Thankfully, there are different parts of the passage that if we look at it in a different 

perspective, it offers a different message. I hope I can di that today.  

There are three kinds of love, that is what I learned in my younger years. Eros, filial and agape. Eros is 

the love of one person to another where the two lovers want to be together no matter what. Eros is the 

origin of erotic love. This is the love that is present among spouses, or life-long partners. This love is 

based on accepting the other individual no matter what.  Filial is the love that one feels with other 

persons whom they find something in common with, and most of the time they get along pretty well. 

Filial love is what we feel with people who become our friends. But in both cases, the love is given with 

specifics. For both eros and filial love, respect, loyalty and honesty were some of the foundations 

wherein they grow. Agape love, which I was told was the highest form of love, because this is the love 

that comes from God. And of course, we all know this because God is the source of love – God is love, 

we would usually say. 1 John 4:19 says this, we love because God first loved us. There is a song that I 

learned when I was young – (teach the song). Ultimately, God is the source of love. And the love that 

God gives us does not entail any conditions, requirements or specifics. We all know that. As I look 

deeper in today’s passage, I came to the realization that its central theme is actually agape love. And 

contrary to what I have learned that agape is the love that only comes from God, it is a love that we can 

give to one another. We can call this loving agapically…that is not really a word but let us adopt that for 

today’s purpose.  

How do we love agapically, then? More than the fuzzy, warm, good feel emotion that we hear on songs, 

we read in stories or watch in movies and shows, I believe that agape love is more than that. If we are to 

look at the love that I grounded in God, love is accepting what is pleasant and not. Loving agapically 

both for our neighbors and for ourselves meant that we embrace what we like and dislike in the other 

person. For theologians like Reinhold Neibuhr, agape love is the love that is considered the ‘impossible 

possibility’, the ideal against which human failure is to be measured. To simplify this, for Neibuhr, 

justice (which is an impossible possibility) is an approximation of love. And this is what Jesus was trying 

to explain to the people who are listening to him….in this case, that was his response to the scribe who 

asked him the question a “Which commandment is the first of all?” in verse 28. For a little bit of trivia, a 

scribe is an ancient Jewish record-keeper before printing was invented. Being a scribe is a very noble 

vocation, because a scribe must be knowledgeable of the religious tradition of ancient Jews. It is 

believed that scribes are considered professional theologians and because of this, they would become 



  

jurists when people are put in trial for violating the rules of the Torah.  The scribe who approached 

Jesus was an expert of the Torah and was asking Jesus the question as a test. When I was in seminary, in 

my Religion and Politics in the United States Class, I encountered a post-modern Christian philosopher, 

and a strong advocate of racial justice, Cornel West, who said, ‘justice is love in public’, as he addressed 

the racism that is happening in this country. And as I reflect on today’s passage, this has become so 

true. In my opinion, if we would really like to see the ills of our society, then, I agree with West.  

Furthermore, to love agapically does not have to entail that we live in a utopia-like world, where every 

person agrees with each other. In fact, agape love for the other, should exist in instances that we 

disagree. The important part of loving agapically is transcending through the disagreement with our 

neighbor and still holding each other in love. As what others will say, agreeing to disagree. And this is 

easier said than done – I find that for myself, too. This has been especially hard lately, with the political 

which has unfortunately turned into theological divide. In the past couple of years, I have seen how 

divided our society has been, that it is hard to see the love for the neighbor as love for oneself. And 

when I say neighbor, I don’t mean the people that lives next or near to us, the people that we hang out 

with during special occasions, people that we take walks with, share a meal with, or someone we agree 

with. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan in Luke 10:25-37, the neighbor that Jesus was alluding to are 

those who are different from us in a lot of aspects (how we look, how we speak, how we think about 

God), more so, those who are living in the margins of the society, which Jesus calls ‘the least of these’. 

In the pandemic, during elections, during disagreements, it is really hard to love the neighbor who 

thinks lowly of you? I am struggling with that myself.  

Going further in the passage, there is a very interesting point that Jesus brings up, so interesting that no 

one dared to ask him any more question. In verse 34, Jesus said (in response to the scribe’s agreeing to 

him) “You are not far from the kingdom of God.” Sometimes, we have the tendency to look at ‘the 

kingdom of God’ as a destination. That this is something that will happen in the far future. But looking 

at the angle that the scribe is implying (in verse 33) and ‘to love him with all the heart, and with all the 

understanding, and with all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s neighbor as oneself,’—this is much more 

important than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.” It is easy to get caught up in the rituals, 

traditions, and things that we have done in the past, and in this cycle, we tend to forget why things 

were done…what is the why? The other night, my husband was asking me, why my pastoring is so much 

different from the religion that he knew or heard. And I told him that sometimes, church folks get 

caught up with the religious cycle, the essence of being a true Christian, or a follower of Jesus is being 

set aside. By seeing ‘the kingdom of God’ as a destination, we can forget that we can actually achieve 

‘the kingdom of God’ right now. As how I would always say it, let us see ‘the kingdom of God as the 

journey instead of the destination’. And we when we do that, then, maybe, we really can be the 

embodiment of God’s love. May it be so. Amen. 


