
  

Scripture Mark 10:35-45 NRSV  

Meditation What is your why? Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

I have a bachelor’s degree in psychology…and one of the basic schools of thought that I learned 

throughout college is that one of the foci of a person’s behavior is based on the cause-and-effect theory. 

Upon learning this, I taught/trained myself to always look at the cause of things…that I am seeing in the 

present is the effect. In this act, I became more reflective on the actions that I will take, and the words 

that I will say. Also, it prevents me from being reactive. As a newly married individual, I discovered that 

this is a good way for me to survive living with a person, who I love dearly, is much different from me 

and sometimes I wonder why I am living with him. Additionally, in other parts of my life, being guided 

by the cause-and-effect theory has helped me navigate difficult conversations and situations. Full 

disclosure though, I am not perfect, and there are times that I am pushed to react, and I do…but most 

of the times, I try to reflect first before I react. So, yes, it is very rare that you get an instant reaction 

from me, and if you do, that means I am pushed to my limit.  

This opening does not sound like there is a connection to today’s passage, but I would like to invite you 

to unpack it with me. Hopefully, we can learn something from our story for this morning. As I think 

about the conversation of James and John with Jesus in verse 35, I think about a time when a child tries 

to ask their parents about something that the parents will refuse, but the child/children will ask 

anyway…you know, for the heck of asking. James and John, probably felt that Jesus will say no, but they 

asked anyway – ‘we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you’. Do you remember those moments? 

How about the succeeding scenes when the other 10 heard this conversation and got angry with the 

brothers. How dare them make such a request. How dare them ask to be sitting with Jesus in his glory 

without them. How selfish is that. But let us step back and look at the actual conversation of the three 

before the disciples heard them. Jesus was aware of his impending death…a violent death and he has 

been talking to the disciples about it.  

The one caveat that Jesus (I think) forgot to tell them every time he talks about his death was that he 

talks indirectly. For example, instead of saying – ‘I will be taken by the soldiers and will be killed’, he 

would say – ‘the Son of Man will be taken…and so on and so forth’. If a regular Joe or Jane will hear this, 

the first question will be aren’t all men a son of man? Trivial fact is this, the 12 disciples were not 

educated individuals or philosophers. If we are to remember their professions or occupation before 

Jesus recruited them, some were fisherfolks, one was a tax collector, a zealot, and one is even called a 

thief. No one was an expert of the law, a philosopher, a religious leader or any other occupation that 

can be considered that of the learned, they are considered simple-minded people. And there is nothing 

wrong with being simple-minded. In a way, I look at this as the cause as to why the disciples, most of 

the time understands the teachings of Jesus literally. So, when in verse 38, Jesus responded to the 

brothers, ‘You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or be 

baptized with the baptism that I am baptized with?’ and furthermore in verses 39-40 – ‘The cup that I 

drink you will drink; and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized; but to sit at 

my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared’. Jesus 



  

was already talking that two mocking criminals will be beside him at the cross, the cup that he drinks 

and his baptism were his metaphors for his death and suffering, to which he will achieve his glory. But I 

do not think that James, John and the rest of the disciples knew or understood this. They were all 

thinking that glory is a extravagant state. And isn’t this what the early church/Christianity has taught 

us? That the glory of God’s kingdom is about the pearly gates, pavements of gold, beautiful gardens, no 

more pain, among the beautiful things that we have heard, seen and talked about heaven. The reason 

why we needed to bring people to our church, because we do not want them to be left alone, when the 

time comes that we will all experience the glory of the kingdom of God. And honestly, there is nothing 

wrong with that motivation. This theology, indeed, was needed many years ago.  

As I reflect on our passage, and also think about the life and ministry of Jesus, I am reminded of one 

thing…that the glory that Jesus was talking about was not the grandiose scenes that I have mentioned 

earlier. Let us not forget that first and foremost, Jesus was born very humbly. I mean pregnant women 

who do not have any money to birth their child can still go to a hospital through government and non-

profit assistance. I will not expound on that on this sermon. But Jesus was the anti-thesis of grandiosity 

and extravagance. His birth in the manger with smelly animals was the exact opposite of the royal birth 

that the Jews were expecting. And I think that this is why he talks about the small, menial and small 

things representing God’s kingdom, the children, those who are marginalized as mentioned in Matthew 

5:1-11, in his sermon on the mount, those who are servant of all. Jesus offers a radical predicament of 

having a preference to that that the society considered the least of these. So, for Jesus, achieving God’s 

kingdom and glory, is the suffering that he was foretelling. He even clarified this in verse 45 when he 

said – ‘For the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for many’. 

Otherwise, he would have just claimed his royalty, power and authority and overthrown the rule of the 

Roman empire. Wasn’t that what the zealots were expecting him to do? But he did not, because for 

Jesus, his most important role is to be the servant of all. Jesus clarified that to the 12 disciples. He wants 

them to not look at what is superficial but to dig deeper into the message that they are preaching in 

their ministry. I feel that this was Jesus’ way checking the motivation of the disciples. If we are to relate 

our passage last Sunday about rewards and achievements, this is Jesus’ way of checking out why the 

disciples are with him doing the ministry that they are doing.  

Today is Laity Sunday, and in the United Methodist tradition, this is the celebration of the lay 

leadership which means the servanthood of both the clergy (which is the pastor) and the laity (the 

members of the church). But more than this tradition, it is also to remind us of what servanthood is all 

about, at least in the definition that Jesus was teaching…his coming to the world is to serve and not to 

be served. If we will translate that to our context, Jesus is inviting the disciples to check their intentions 

in doing ministry. At the beginning of this message, I mentioned about the cause-and-effect theory that 

I practice as much as I can which allows me to reflect first before doing anything, but I forgot to 

mention that this also allows me to be intentional in every thing that I do…in building relationships, in 

making decisions, in leading. I would like to extend that invitation to you, too. The things that we do 

here (in Community UMC) is the effect of our relationship with God and Jesus and with each other. But 

before we start thinking of the ministries that we want to continue and start I would like to invite you 

to reflect on your why. Why are we doing what we are doing as a faith circle? Why are we continuing to 

exist as a congregation? Why are we investing our time, talents (and most of the time our energies) and 

our financial gifts to Community UMC or to the world? Why are we getting up every Sunday mornings 

(adding the other days that we are here in the church building) to sit in these pews? What is our why? 

May it be so. Amen. 


