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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

If you are the kind of Christian who thinks that you have the authority to correct others, the kind who 

likes to quote Biblical verses to post an argument or event, the kind who believes that the words in the 

Scripture are the words of God and not inspired by God, then, you are in for a treat because our passage 

today is the most effect ammunition for you. Why do I say this? I have heard this passage used in many 

different arguments as the most ‘effective’ or concrete proof in claiming that Christian authority. Then, 

if I am the kind of pastor that agrees to what I mentioned earlier, then, there is nothing more for me to 

preach…right? But I am not, so I would like to invite you to unpack the controversies that engulf this 

passage. And there are a lot of things to unpack here.  

First, let us look at a controversial issue that is being addressed here…divorce. For most people who are 

living in countries wherein divorce is legal, verses 5-12 may raise a lot of questions and eyebrows, too. 

But let us look at the context when this passage was written, or even when this conversation took place. 

The Pharisees asked Jesus this question, not because they do not know the answer, but they were 

asking this question to test him…they were setting a trap for him. Jesus knew this, so instead of 

answering their questions directly, his reply was a question back to the Pharisees. One of those ‘mic 

dropping’ moments that Jesus usually have with the Pharisees….or I sometimes say – one of those ‘boo 

yeah!’ moments. Other than that, this conversation happened during the time when the society was 

very much patriarchal…the time when women/wife (and children) are considered properties of the 

man/husband. And the man should be the one to write the certificate of dismissal of the marriage. If 

divorce was this easy, divorce lawyers will not be happy. In Deuteronomy 24:1-4, it was clear that it was 

the man who has the power in the marriage, because verses 1-2 specifically says – ‘Suppose a man enters 

into marriage with a woman, but she does not please him because he finds something objectionable 

about her, and so he writes her a certificate of divorce, puts it in her hand, and sends her out of his 

house; she then leaves his house and goes off to become another man’s wife’. There is no room for the 

woman to contest that ‘objectionable’ part of her. The man can decide whenever he wants to end this 

relationship. The woman does not have a way of fighting for what she wants in the marriage because it 

is the man’s opinion that matters. Pretty tough…but well, that was the law of Moses.  

But Jesus went on and clarified on this issue that the Pharisees is raising – he rationalized that this law 

was written because of their hard-heartedness…a direct calling out of dysfunctional behavior. As I 

reflect on this passage, I believe that Jesus was not concerned about how a marriage ends, but what 

happens in it and how it is maintained. In many of the weddings that I have attended, including mine, 

verses 6-9 is a favorite. I personally decided for this passage for two reasons: 1 – I was marrying a man, 2 

– I love the idea of two becoming one notion. Of course, we are aware that this is about sexual relations, 

a topic that is avoided to be discussed in sermons for various reasons, and I am voiding that too. But it 

is the oneness that caught my attention. I have just learned baking. And in baking, I noticed that no 

matter the amount of ingredients that are combined, they all turn out to be one…bread, cake, even hot 

dish. When all of these things come out of the oven, no one ingredient will stand out…flavors, yes, but 



  

all of the ingredients become one whole entity. If there is an ingredient that stands out in the bread 

(example an egg) then there is something wrong. Where am I going with this, then? When Jesus talks 

about being one, I think he was talking about going against the patriarchal nature of the society but 

honoring the worth and value of women in marriages. This is further expounded in verses 11-12 when 

Jesus said that not only is the man has the tendency to commit adultery but also the woman. In this 

particular scenario, Jesus has given power to women who were considered powerless. Additionally, it is 

also important to remember that verse 6, a short but controversial part of this passage that is being 

used as basis of excluding our LGBTQ+ siblings. There are people who takes this verse – single it out as 

an argument why heterosexism exist in the society as God’s design for humanity.  

However, if we look at this passage by focusing on the adultery closely related to divorce and gender 

binaries that Jesus mentioned, we are missing the whole point of the message. And that is the kingdom 

and the reign of God in our midst. It may be easy to say that the focus of this passage is the issue of 

divorce, but clearly it was the ‘remarriage’ that Jesus was concerned about. And if we dig deeper, we can 

see that the context of the passage is Jesus’ deep respect for the bond of marriage and possibly the pain 

that is caused by divorce. For Jesus, it is more important to dig deeper into why people resort to divorce 

rather than shaming those who had to experience it. I am newly married to most people’s standard, but 

I know people who were divorced, and I have seen how divorce shattered their lives. In the same 

manner that I have seen how this passage was used to shatter the lives of LGBTQ+ folks especially in 

the center of religious traditions. But we have to remember, that Jesus is not proposing for rigid legal 

rules, but he is after the purity of people’s hearts. This is very obvious when in the midst of the whole 

scenario, he emphasizes once again that the kingdom of God belongs to the children. Again, another 

group that is considered least class in the patriarchy. If you ask me, I will say this is the radical 

hospitality that Jesus was bringing up in the passage.  

Today, we are celebrating two important events in the life of our congregation. The confirmation of 

Edward, a young member of our faith circle. Earlier, we heard him reiterate his baptismal vows…here’s 

the short version, ‘resisting evil, injustice and oppression in whatever forms they present themselves’. 

And this was done in front of the congregation not just as a form of ritual or tradition that Edward must 

undergo, but it is also an invitation for us to never forget our vows as Methodists, Christians, children 

of God. We are also celebrating World Communion Sunday, not just as a tradition that we do every first 

Sunday in October every year, but more importantly for us to be reminded to embrace the differences 

that we have with other Christian denominations, within each other, and in those differences, we 

hopefully see the belovedness that Jesus wants us to see within ourselves and with each other. We are 

celebrating our two sacraments not just to go through the motion of worship, but also to receive the 

grace that is given to us…that hopefully we receive with our hearts pure of what Jesus and God is all 

about. May it be so. Amen. 


