
Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Fanfare in D” Jean-Joseph Mouret 

 

Worship Participants 
 Reader: Les Johnson 
 Gift of Song: Women’s Quintet:  

Joanie Anderson, Aza Donnelly, 
Stacy Johnson, Naomi Jones,  
Kari Trench 

 

Worship Team 
 Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Les Johnson, 

Andy Bixler 

 
Lectionary Passages for the Week of September 19th: 

Proverbs 31:10-31 
Psalm 1 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 
Mark 9:30-37 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, September 19 

10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 
 

Wednesday, September 22 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Friday, September 24 
10:00 a.m. Chair Yoga 

 

Sunday, September 26 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

 

Monday, September 27  
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (drive-thru pick up in 

parking lot) 
  

 
September 19, 2021 

Virtual Rally Sunday 

 

 
 

 
950 Gould Avenue NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

763-788-9009    www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

https://www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights  

  



Community United Methodist Church 
September 19, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

* indicates please rise in body or spirit 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome & Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “My Tribute” Andraé Crouch/ arr. Mark Hayes 
 

* Call to Worship  Les Johnson 
Leader: Who among you is seeking the wisdom of God? 
People: We long to hear God’s Word spoken to our 

hearts. 
Leader: Who among you is seeking God’s bright and holy 

truth? 
People We long to learn the ways of wisdom and 

righteousness. 
Leader: Who among you is seeking a Spirit-filled life? 
People: We long to live lives of holiness and light. 
Leader: God grants God’s wisdom generously to all who ask. 
People: Come near, people of God! 
ALL: Let us worship in wisdom and truth. 

 

* Hymn UMH#191 “Jesus Loves Me! This I Know” 
 

Opening Prayer Les Johnson 
ALL: Our Creator and sustainer, we confess that we are 

not always strong like the trees planted by the 
water’s edge. Sometimes we are weak and 
indecisive. When the first big wind comes, we lean 
and break. We plot revenge instead of letting you 
fight our battles. By our silence and busyness, we 
let wickedness and ugliness fester and flourish. 
Today Lord, forgive us when we covet and lie and 
when we get caught up in things that displease you. 

Heal us, direct our paths, and be for us the peace we 
so desperately crave. Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment I want to grow in wisdom Pastor Riva 
James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

 

Scripture Mark 9:30-37 (NRSV) Les Johnson 
Leader: These are the words inspired by God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Gift of Song  “My Chains are Gone” 
 John Newton, Chris Tomlin, and Louise Giglio 

Women’s Quintet: Joanie Anderson, Aza Donnelly,  
Stacy Johnson, Naomi Jones, Kari Trench 

 

Meditation Who’s in or out? Is that even a thing? Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “Waltz in A-flat” Johannes Brahms 
 

* Offertory Prayer    
ALL: Gracious God, grant us the grace to be extravagant 

in the gifts we give to you. Help us be wise and just 
in how we live with the resources we keep. Guide us 
in the way to lives that bear the fruit that is pleasing 
to you: lives full of mercy and compassion. Free us 
from envy and selfish ambition that leads us away 
from you, that we might draw near to you. We pray 
in the love and hope that is Jesus, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation     
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

* Hymn WSM #3120 “Amazing Abundance” 
 



 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 

 

Centering Prayer 

Our Creator and sustainer, we confess that we are not always 
strong like the trees planted by the water’s edge. Sometimes we 
are weak and indecisive. When the first big wind comes, we lean 
and break. We plot revenge instead of letting you fight our 
battles. By our silence and busyness, we let wickedness and 
ugliness fester and flourish. Today Lord, forgive us when we covet 
and lie and when we get caught up in things that displease you. 
Heal us, direct our paths, and be for us the peace we so 
desperately crave. 

God of the gospel, the One who sends, the one who is sent and 
returns, the One who is sent and remains with the church, we 
declare our need of the wisdom that comes from above, pure, 
peace-loving, considerate, open to reason. We can be devious 
rather than straightforward, hypocritical rather than sincere, 
unforgiving rather than merciful, cruel rather than kind. Forgive 
the bitter jealousy that leads to quarreling, the selfish ambition 
that destroys those who are in the way, the ungoverned passions 
that lead to disorder and evil of every kind. Temper your justice 
with mercy for the sake of your obedient Son, Jesus our 
peacemaker. 

Lord, the storms of life are raging, and we need you to stand by 
us. The winds are trying to toss us to and fro, and we need you to 
stand by us. We want to be prosperous, like the tree planted by 
the streams of water the psalmist talked about. We, too, want to 
yield fruit, but life is threatening our productivity. Some of us are 
so stressed that our leaves are starting to wither. God, we need 
you to order our steps and give us the strength to handle whatever 
is on the path that you have assigned. Show us your grace and 
your favor. In the name of your son Jesus who taught his disciples 
to pray... 
 

  



 

 

Venuto al pranzo del lasagna 

Come to the lasagna dinner! 

CUMC will be hosting our annual Lasagna Dinner again this year. It 

will be a drive Up and Take Out Dinner.  

The Lasagna Dinner will be held on Saturday, OCTOBER 16th from 

4:30-6:30 PM and, as in the past two years, our own super chefs, 

Bill and helpers will be making the delicious Lasagnas, which will 

include the choices of a Meat sauce, Vegetarian or Gluten Free.  

The meal consists of Garlic Bread, Lasagna, Salad and Dessert. Cost 

is $10.00 

We will need help for a chop night, help setting up orders and 

running. This will be done with a minimum of 5 or 6 volunteers in 

the church at one time and masks at all times. 

All orders for meals need to be in by Monday, October 11. Call Mary 

at 763 202 0796 or check the church website: 

wwwcommunitymethodistchurch.org . 

UMW hopes that you can make it. The proceeds will help fund our 

very important Mission Work 
 

  

Announcements: 
 

Next Community Meal: September 27 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help. As we continue, we now need more 
help and menus. If you can help on Sunday afternoon with 
preparing parts of the meal or Monday morning call Anna. You 
may also offer to donate or make a bread or dessert or part of it 
such as 2 batches of cookies. You can also come in to bag small 
items such as cookies or veggies. Suggestions are welcome. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study: The Wednesday morning Bible Study 
group is now using the Upper Room's Wednesday devotional plan 
as a way to listen to God and to each other. Feel free to attend 
whenever you can, as each session is stand-alone. Contact persons 
for the summer are Anna Lexvold and Anita Thompson. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on 
your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the church website. 
Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact Pastor Riva 
for an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is 
checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-
7115. This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 
  


