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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

On the evening of December 23, 208, my then boyfriend asked me if I would marry him…before I said 

yes, I asked him if it is okay that I keep my name, not take his last name after we got married. He gave 

me a puzzled look, paused for a while, and told me that if that is what I want, then he will be okay with 

it. So, I said yes, I will marry him. When we finalized the date and told our families about it, my family 

(parents, siblings, uncles, aunts and cousins) in the Philippines and in Iowa started asking what my last 

name is going to be, and I told them, I will not change it. I received somewhat negative reactions about 

it. But I explained that this is what I feel is right for me and requested them to understand my decision 

even though they disagree with it. Maybe in the future, I can share with you the reason for my decision 

of keeping my name.  

There is always a history with our names. One of the most popular ice-breakers that I love is when 

people talks about the history of their names. I love to hear how the parents really thinks about their 

children’s name…some parents name their children to honor many things – family history and heritage, 

characters from movies and novels that are memorable to them, other times, parents name their 

children with their aspiration, and other circumstances that makes naming a child really special. In 

non-Western tradition, adjectives are commonly used to name their children to reflect a family’s values 

and strength among other things.  

As I am thinking about today’s passage, I got drawn to going back to the history of the name of Jesus. 

Typically, during the time of Jesus, people had one name, which in our context will be the first name, 

then the second name could either be where they are from, who their parents are or who they are 

related to. For example – Mary Magdalene is actually Mary of Magdala because she came from a town 

name Magdala, James and John (sons of Zebedee), Joseph of Arimathea, and of course Jesus of 

Nazareth, Jesus the son of Joseph/Mary or Jesus the son of Joseph from Nazareth. In our context, the 

last names often reflect our origin. Different places/countries have different last names that are very 

common, that people having the same last names does not mean they are related. I have learned that 

Johnson is kind of a common last name here in Minnesota. My last name, however, is not a common 

last name in the Philippines, so every time that I meet someone with the same last name, that means I 

am related to that person. I have a kind of rare last name, one of the many reasons why I wanted to 

keep my last name after getting married.  

Names, too, can be a source of pride for the family. When I was young, well, when I started to discover 

the world and what it offers, I remember my paternal grandfather telling me, us – the youngsters, that 

we have to do the best we can to preserve the honor and integrity of our last name. I tried my best most 

of the time, there were times that I succeeded, sometimes I failed. This is the theme of the first part of 

the passage in verses 27-30. In a way, Jesus was testing the disciples if: (1) he wants to know about his 

reputation, and (2) if the disciples knew he was after spending significant with them.  



  

However, in this part of the passage, I found an important caveat in verses 29-30, when Jesus had a 

short discourse with Peter which shows an interesting transition. We see in these verses how Peter 

changed from a wise disciple to a foolish one. At face value, we can say that Peter knew what he was 

talking about, until we get to verses 31-33. But let us unpack that first so that hopefully, we can 

understand the context of this conversation and what followed it. We are all familiar of the name Jesus 

Christ as the Messiah. Let us have a short word etymology lesson. Even before the birth of Jesus, it was 

foretold in Isaiah about the coming of a messiah. It comes the Greek word ‘khristos’ and the Hebrew 

word ‘masiah’ which generally means chosen. During the time of Jesus, he was believed to be the 

Messiah that will liberate the people from the Roman Empire. When I think about this part of history, I 

realize the importance of verse 30, when Jesus sternly ordered his disciples not to repeat this title of his. 

If you can remember, the zealots were looking at Jesus as the one who will begin the revolution against 

the empire, and I don’t think that this was what he wanted to do. In a sense, Peter’s context about 

rebuking Jesus about his impending suffering and death was about making sure that Jesus will be able 

to carry out his title. And in verse 33, he might have been pissed at Peter when he said - “Get behind 

me, Satan! For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human things.” Because the truth 

is, Peter was indeed looking at human things – that Jesus will lead the revolution that will lead the 

people against the oppression of the empire.  

This paved the important message of passage on what Jesus was really teaching about…what he was 

really meant to do…and that is to call for the people’s transformation. In verses 34-38, he was gearing 

towards calling the crowds to discipleship. In our post-modern Methodist context, this the invitation 

that Jesus is giving to us, to make disciples to transform the world. Jesus, at this point of his life and 

ministry has been to many places preaching about love, radical love even. He has been to many places 

healing the sick, causing trouble by calling out practices that does not glorify God and forgetting what 

it means to be children of God. Religious authorities were offended with his teachings that he was 

charged with blasphemy and were planning their actions to literally take him out. He knew what he has 

done which was why he knew what is to happen to him as what he said in verse 31. But the most 

important message that he was telling the crowd and the disciples is how to continue his ministry when 

he dies. This is the identity that Jesus wanted those who are following him. Of course, during the time 

of Jesus, the word Christianity was not used yet.  

Names are important to all of us. Not only we are called in the names that people that call us, but it 

encompasses our identity. Remember when we hear our parent say our complete names in one breath? 

Who among us remember that?  I know for me that means that I have done something that I am not 

supposed to. In a way, I think that my parents were reminding me of my name, my identity and what 

that means. As we come together here, we have one identity…we are children of God, we are Christians 

– who are followers of Christ. But more importantly, we are disciples of Jesus, and today’s passage is 

inviting us to remember that. We are called to take up the cross of Christ and follow him. But I do not 

believe that it should mean that we should be literally carrying the cross…might not be good for those 

who have back problems. Every time that I read this passage, the message that I see is that taking up 

the cross of Jesus means embodying the love that he is preaching. That is my identity as a child of God 

and that is my mission as the disciple of Jesus. How about you? What mission is your identity calling 

you to?  May it be so. Amen. 


