
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

* Hymn TFWS #2080 “All I Need is You” 
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Christ for the World We Sing”  
  arr. Paul Laubengayer 

 
Worship Participants 

 Reader: Veronica Johnson 
 Gift of Song: Les Johnson, tenor sax 

Sharon Ruhnke, piano 
 

Worship Team 
 Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Les Johnson, 

Andy Bixler 

 
Lectionary Passages for the Week of September 12th: 

Proverbs 1:20-33 
Psalm 19 
James 3:1-12 
Mark 8:27-38 
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Community United Methodist Church 
September 12, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
 

* indicates please rise in body or spirit 
 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome & Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “Un Sospiro (A Sigh)” Franz Liszt 
 

* Call to Worship  Veronica Johnson 
Leader: We come here today not because we are clever but 

because God welcomes the slow learners. 
People: We come here not because we are wise, but 

because God loves us in spite of our folly. 
Leader: We come knowing that the greatest persons will be 

found among those who humbly serve like Jesus did, 
and that the brightest ideas and the deepest truth will 
come from those who see themselves as little children 
in Christ’s school. 

People: O Lord, open up our mind and our hearts and 
enable our lives to declare your praise. 

 

* Hymn UMH#568 “Christ for the World We Sing” 
 

Opening Prayer Veronica Johnson 
ALL: God, we come today to give you thanks and to 

worship you in spirit and in truth. We thank you for 
your grace and mercy. Lord, we thank you for 
Wisdom. She is crying out to us, and we have 
ignored her. She is crying out, and we have mocked 
her. Lord, she is crying out, and we have scoffed at 
her long enough. Today is the day that we cry out, 
acknowledging that we need her. We understand 
far too well the cruelties of this world. What we 
have been doing in defense has not been working. 

Give us your wisdom, Lord. We need her so that we 
can handle the uncertainties of life. We need her so 
that we can better handle our enemies as well as 
our frenemies. She no longer has to cry. God, we 
hear her loud and clear. It’s in Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment I will be careful with what I say Pastor Riva 
James 3:1-12 

 

Scripture Mark 8:27-38 (NRSV) Veronica Johnson 
Leader: These are the words inspired by God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Gift of Song  “My Lord, What a Morning” 
  Spiritual/ arr. William Farley Smith 

Les Johnson, tenor sax 
 

Meditation Our Identity…Our Mission Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “I Need Thee Every Hour” 
  Robert Lowry/ arr. Joel Raney 

 

* Offertory Prayer    
ALL: Loving God, Jesus taught us “where your treasure is, 

there your heart will be also.” We offer our gifts to 
you knowing they are part of our treasure, and we 
do so with the hope that our hearts, our actions, 
and the words of our tongues will likewise follow. 
We acknowledge that the tongues that praise you 
are often the ones that hurt you, when we use them 
to diminish or discount one of your precious 
children. Guide our hearts, minds, and tongues to 
the words that bring you joy. In Christ’s name, we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation     
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 



 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, September 12 

10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 
 

Monday, September 13  
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (drive-thru pick up in 

parking lot) 
 

Tuesday, September 14  
6:30 p.m. Core Team (Zoom) 

 

Wednesday, September 15 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Thursday, September 16 
9-5 Rummage Sale 

 

Friday, September 17 
9-5 Rummage Sale 
No Chair Yoga – Resumes 9/24 

 

Saturday, September 18 
9-1 Rummage Sale 

 

Sunday, September 19 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

 

 

  



Centering Prayer 

Glorious God, your law, and your grace is poured upon us and we 
delight in it. We join with all the company of heaven and earth to offer 
praise. Speaking your Name is like honey in our mouths. 

You have provided everything we need, even the means of salvation 
through your Son Jesus Christ. But your ways are not our ways. When 
you show us your plans and they do not meet with our preconceived 
notions of how they should be, we reject them, and you. We are very 
good at speaking out of both sides of our mouths when it suits us. O 
Lord have mercy upon us. Rescue us from our hidden faults; keep us 
from sin that we might be able to stand before you once more. 

We have been commissioned to be teachers and witnesses to your great 
majesty. Let your Holy Spirit give guidance to the words we speak and 
the works we do in your Name that in all things we might do honor to 
you and bring others into your fold. 

The way of life is one of bearing the cross of Christ, and for this we give 
thanks. We lift up before you the people who bear other kinds of 
crosses. Lift the burdens of those who stumble under the weight of 
physical distress; aid the ones who struggle with confusion and 
emptiness. Lead them in the way to eternal life. 

Dear God, we come today acknowledging that we know the identity of 
your Son. The Old Testament prophets prophesied about him. They 
called him “a Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
and the Prince of Peace.” We call his name Jesus. You sent him down 
through forty-two generations so that we might be saved. You thought 
about us before we were a sparkle in our mother’s eye. You made a way 
for us before we knew that we needed a way. For these things, we thank 
you. Although he is the stone that the builders rejected, we accept him 
and make him our chief cornerstone. We are not ashamed of your Son. 
He is our Redeemer, our Savior, and our Lord. We will continue to 
spread his gospel and testify about the difference that he has made until 
he returns. God, we pray that you give us strength to stand strong 
against this cruel world. Fill our cups as we continue to run this race. It’s 
in the blessed name of the one you sent…in Jesus’ name who taught us 
to pray... 
 

  

Announcements: 
 

Next Community Meal: September 13 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help. As we continue, we now need more 
help and menus. If you can help on Sunday afternoon with 
preparing parts of the meal or Monday morning call Anna. You 
may also offer to donate or make a bread or dessert or part of it 
such as 2 batches of cookies. You can also come in to bag small 
items such as cookies or veggies. Suggestions are welcome. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study Update: The Wednesday morning Bible 
Study group is now using the Upper Room's Wednesday 
devotional plan as a way to listen to God and to each other. Feel 
free to attend whenever you can, as each session is stand-alone. 
Contact persons for the summer are Anna Lexvold and Anita 
Thompson. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on 
your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the church website. 
Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact Pastor Riva 
for an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is 
checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-
7115. This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 
  


