
  

Scripture Mark 7:24-37 NRSV 

Meditation We are all God's children - no conditions, no exceptions  Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

There is so much to unpack in our passage today. To be honest, our passage this morning is one of 

those passages that sometimes taken many preachers aback because of the controversies that goes with 

it. There are two compelling stories in our passage that really made me think really hard to make sure 

that I will give it justice. So, if eve today’s message will not be as fascinating and reflective, I would like 

you all to know that I did my best.  

Once again, following our lectionary guide, our passage today is no doubt a continuation of last 

Sunday’s. Who among us here watch series in regular tv (local channels), Netflix, HBO Max, Hulu and 

all other streaming devices? I am one of those folks who do it. Sometimes it takes me the whole night to 

finish a season. Probably not a healthy practice, but yeah – that is one of my indulgences…with bags of 

chips and bowls of popcorns. But as we are reading the life story of Jesus in the gospels, it gives me that 

feels. It is like watching a series and how the narratives were divided giving me the feeling of watching a 

series…episode by episode. Last Sunday, we read about Jesus being defensive about what the negative 

things that people say against his friends. Part of human nature as what I argued. But today, one of the 

two stories, albeit controversial, but if we try to reflect deeper, will hopefully allow us to see a different 

perspective in the life and ministry of Jesus. I would like to invite you to unpack this today.  

If we look at our passage today in its face value, we can conclude that…yeah…maybe Jesus have been a 

little racist with his reaction to the Syrophoenician woman. It is a known fact that throughout the Bible, 

the Jews were the chosen people of God. They were considered pure, and the other races were 

considered inferior. The rest of the world (at that time) were called Gentiles and one reason being is 

that they were bi-racial if not multi-racial. In the earlier years, being bi-racial or multi-racial is a cause 

of discrimination. During the time that the US had military bases in the Philippines (there were 2), 

there was an influx of bi-racial offspring that were sired by American soldiers to Filipino women. They 

were called Amerasians (American Asians), but a lot of people looked down on them because the 

women or the mothers of the Amerasian children were mostly working in bars and night clubs, 

obviously, their morals were questioned by a conservative and moralistic society. Most of these 

relationships were extra-marital relationship which added insult to injury. Even here in the US, bi-

racialism was also a cause for discrimination many years ago because it means that both for the white 

and black folks, that meant that the offspring were born of parents with different races – something 

that purists frown upon.  

This was the situation of the Syrophoenician woman. She was born of Syrian and Phoenician parents. 

They were not Jews, therefore they are Gentiles. When Jesus referred to her as a dog, it was because she 

was considered as someone who has a lower status in the society. Another trait that she has that Jesus 

found questionable was why was she, instead of the father of the daughter that was coming to him. In a 

patriarchal society, this was really questionable. Reading through the story, here are the themes that I 

discovered.  Jesus, as a human and as a Jew has a tendency to question other people based on their race, 

because that was the culture that upholds their racial purity. This was his initial reaction in verse 27. He 



  

was unfortunately upholding his purist tradition. In an interesting twist of fate, the woman has a 

response, not to retaliate but to build her case. She was in desperate times – there was no where to turn 

to. Jesus was her only hope. And like any mother who faced with great difficulty, she turned to Jesus 

even though it meant going against the conventions of the society, even to the point of rejection. And 

was it not a relief to see how Jesus reacted in verse 29?  

The next story was a narrative of compassion. I use the term of compassion because there are so many 

components of the story that are heartbreaking. The encounter of Jesus and the man who was deaf with 

a speech impediment. In the ancient time of Jesus, a person with these conditions are said to be blamed 

for their situation because deafness and speech impediments are caused by the person’s or the person’s 

parents sins…and therefore they are not easily accepted by the community. I believe this was the reason 

why in verse 33, Jesus set him aside and healed him in private. In a way, Jesus might also be protecting 

himself from the scrutiny of the people with high moral standards. New Testament scholars suggested 

that the healing of the deaf man was not just physical healing but also to reconcile him with the 

community that shunned him.  

In these two stories, I found myself finding two important lessons. Firstly, in both stories, both healings 

were initiated because of advocating. The Syrophoenician woman advocated for her daughter’s healing. 

As an aspiring feminist theologian, I find this very compelling. I wish I can be half as strong as she is. 

Likewise, this was the case for deaf man. His friends advocated for healing. He was fortunate to have 

friends who saw the great need of caring for him. It was not clear how his friends got a hold of Jesus, 

and how they convinced Jesus to go with them to heal their friend. There was no indication of the 

identities of these friends, but the important thing is that they knew what their friend needed and they 

did their best to be able to give this to him. The main challenge that I see in both stories is that, this is 

exactly what we are called to do. To advocate for those who are marginalized, discriminated and 

rejected. Even if that will mean that we are subjecting ourselves to the society’s rejection…and that is 

easier than done. Secondly, in both stories, we see the compassion of Jesus to those who are 

marginalized, the discriminated, the rejected. True that Jesus was initially not very accommodating 

with the Syrophoenician woman because of various reasons, but he still saw the need for healing for her 

daughter. And in both situations Jesus saw the belovedness of both.  

Today, we are sharing the meal that Jesus had with his disciples. However different this has been 

because of our safety practices and protocols, we are trying to remember the love that God has for all of 

us through the life and ministry of Jesus. As we have been telling in the past, we offer an open 

communion, where everyone who wants to be part of this faith circle by sharing this meal is welcome. 

Because we are all children of God – no matter of who we are, and there are no exceptions or 

conditions. And as such, let us embody this to the world.  May it be so. Amen. 


