
 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes 
that we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created 
in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. 
Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, 
ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward 
any individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of 
Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God 
gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall 
work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all 
who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 
 

Our Staff 
 Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook (www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights) 

 

 
September 5, 2021 

 

 
 

 
950 Gould Avenue NE, Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

763-788-9009    www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

https://www.facebook.com/CUMCColumbiaHeights  
  



Community United Methodist Church 
September 5, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

 

Gathering Music  
 

Welcome & Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  
(Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “Impromptu in G-flat” Franz Schubert 
 

Call to Worship  Kathy Johnson 
Leader: We can trust God. 
People: God is like the mountain: rock solid. 
Leader: God loves all the people: 
People: the poor, the disabled, the outcast, the stranger. 
Leader: We can depend on God. 
People: God feeds the hungry, heals the sick, and restores 

relationships. 
Leader: Praise our Loving God. 
ALL: Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Hallelujah. 

 

Hymn UMH#273 “Jesus’ Hands Were Kind Hands” 
 

Opening Prayer Kathy Johnson 
ALL: Generous God, we give thanks to you for your 

kindness toward us. Thank you for loving us all 
and calling us all your children. Help us to 
recognize our kin and to give our lives to 
peaceful family relationships with all creation. 
Free us from our self-centeredness and from fear 
of strangers so that we may meet the Savior in 
broken humanity – even our own. We pray in the 
name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment Hands and feet of Jesus Pastor Riva 
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 

 

Scripture Mark 7:24-37 (NRSV) Kathy Johnson 
Leader: These are the words inspired by God for the people of God. 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

Announcements: 
 

Next Community Meal: September 13 from 5:30 – 6:30. We are 
still doing this as pick-up the meal from the church parking lot. 
Thank you for all your help. As we continue, we now need more 
help and menus. If you can help on Sunday afternoon with 
preparing parts of the meal or Monday morning call Anna. You 
may also offer to donate or make a bread or dessert or part of it 
such as 2 batches of cookies. You can also come in to bag small 
items such as cookies or veggies. Suggestions are welcome. 
 

Wednesday Bible Study Update: The Wednesday morning Bible 
Study group is now using the Upper Room's Wednesday 
devotional plan as a way to listen to God and to each other. Feel 
free to attend whenever you can, as each session is stand-alone. 
Contact persons for the summer are Anna Lexvold and Anita 
Thompson. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on 
your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the church website. 
Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, 
Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors 
for an emergency that cannot wait until the office phone is 
checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-
7115. This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
   



 

 

Fantastic Decluttering Opportunity! 

 Church Rummage Sale 
Sept. 16 & 17th 9-5, 18th 9-1 

The church needs your treasures and rummage, and your help. 

We will not accept TVs, Computers, Monitors, and large appliances 

Items that are needed include: 

• Clean clothing – kids’ clothes are always in demand 

• Jewelry/linens 

• Books/Toys/ DVDs 

• Lawn/garden items/tools 

• Furniture – pick up is available 

• Holiday objects 

• Kitchen utensils/dishes/pots & pans 

• And any other miscellaneous stuff. 
 

The Bake Sale is always a sellout, so we will be asking for homemade 

goodies. We will be contacting church members to sign up for times to 

help. More help will be needed this time as we will be using the Social 

Hall, plus 6 other rooms that will need coverage. It really is fun and a 

great time to get to know fellow Travelers! 
 

  

 

Gift of Song  “Hallelujah” Leonard Cohen/arr. Lori Line 
Anita Thompson, pianist 

 

MeditationWe are all God's children-no conditions, no exceptions 
  Pastor Riva 

 

Affirmation of Faith   All 
The Social Creed  (from the 2016 Book of Resolution) 
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We believe in the Holy 
Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and 
we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous 
ends. 
We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and 
dedicate ourselves to its preservation, enhancement, 
and faithful use by humankind. 
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the 
blessings of community, sexuality, marriage, and the 
family. 
We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, 
children, youth, young adults, the aging, and people 
with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; 
and to the rights and dignity of all persons. 
We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for 
the glory of God and the good of themselves and others 
and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the 
rights to property as a trust from God, collective 
bargaining, and responsible consumption; and in the 
elimination of economic and social distress. 
We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to 
the rule of justice and law among nations, and to 
individual freedom for all people of the world. 
We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s 
Word in human affairs and gladly accept our 
commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the 
world. Amen.  

 

Words of Institution  
ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen;  

Christ will come again. 



 

Prayer of Thanksgiving  All 
(John Wesley’s Covenant Prayer – Modern Version) 

I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you 
will, place me with whom you will. Put me to doing, put 
me to suffering. Let me be put to work for you or set 
aside for you, praised for you or criticized for you. Let me 
be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let me 
have nothing. I freely and fully surrender all things to 
your glory and service. And now, O wonderful and holy 
God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are mine, 
and I am yours. So be it. And the covenant which I have 
made on earth, let it also be made in heaven. Amen. 

 

Offertory Music  “Come, Ye Thankful People Come” 
  George Elvery/arr. Mark Hayes 

 

Offertory Prayer   All (Liturgist and People) 
God of all good gifts, you have provided all that we need 
for full lives, and yet we don’t stop there – we continue to 
fill our lives with things in an elusive search for security. 
As we bring gifts to you this day, remind us that only 
deeper faith will bring peace, and good works—caring for 
others through generous giving—will help us know the 
joy of full lives. We pray this in the name of Christ, who 
gave all out of love for all your children. Amen. 

 

Pastoral Meditation   
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is 
your name. Your kin-dom come, your will be done, on 
earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive 
us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the 
kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn UMH #57 “O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing” vs. 1, 3, 4 
 

  

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “March in D” Henry Purcell 
 

Worship Participants 
 Reader: Kathy Johnson 
 Gift of Song: Anita Thompson 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Music Director: Dan Ritter 
Tech & Video Recording: James Bordewick, Les Johnson, 

Andy Bixler 
 

Lectionary Passages for the Week of September 5th: 
Proverbs 22:1-2, 8-9, 22-23 
Psalm 125 
James 2:1-10 (11-13), 14-17 
Mark 7:24-37 

 

This Week at a Glance 
Sunday, September 5  

10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 
 

Monday, September 6 
4:30 p.m. Women’s Meal – Culvers/St. Anthony 

 

Wednesday, September 8 
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Friday, September 10 
No Chair Yoga – Resumes 9/24 

 

Sunday, September 12 
10:00 a.m. Worship – In Person and FaceBook Live 

 

Monday, September 13  
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (drive-thru pick up in 

parking lot) 
  


