
  

Scripture John 6:35, 41-51 NRSV 

Meditation   Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

There are two distinct and very much relatable themes that we can draw in our passage this morning. 

Looking at the whole narrative that this passage is a part of, we continue to see the life of Jesus and his 

ministry to the crowd who came from different places to listen to him, but also because his presence is 

very apparent, the Jews, also could have been the Judeans started noticing the preaching that Jesus have 

been doing – and what he has been saying.  

First, I would like to underline on the narrative of the Jews in verse 42 when they said, “Is not this Jesus, 

the son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I have come down from 

heaven’?”. There is a sense of familiarity in this part of the passage because I saw how the Jews 

questioned the authority that Jesus is claiming. There is a human tendency that people tend to question 

the ‘credential’ of someone who is speaking. This comes naturally to us as human beings, because we 

want to validate the things that we are hearing. I am bringing this up not because I am interpreting the 

Scripture literally, but to magnify the fact that human tendencies are most of the time not changing 

through the course of time. We are living in a time that news plays important roles in our daily life. We 

look at the weather forecast to make sure that we are ready – we are appropriately dressed, we have the 

umbrella in our cars (or with us), we are wearing footwear that will protect us from the elements of 

nature. For those who commute at a semi-regular basis, we monitor the traffic updates to plan our 

drive time and adapt to different routes if there are road closures, especially in the construction season. 

Hopefully, in the middle of the pandemic, we listen to health advisories from legitimate health experts 

so that we can make decisions and plan accordingly to the policies, protocols and practices that ensure 

ours and others’ health and well-being. In all of these situations and other things, it is important that 

we know that the credentials of the folks delivering us the news have integrity because we are in a way, 

our lives are dependent on what they will tell us. Don’t we get frustrated if our driving schedule gets 

delayed when there were sudden changes in our route? Don’t we get frustrated if the meteorologist’s 

forecast is not accurate? But because we are very much dependent to the news that we hear, we are also 

being inundated by fake news that makes us rethink our actions and things to believe in. 

Misinformation about how to deal with a deadly virus is circulating to discredit the scientific claims.  

As I am reading verse 42, I can sense that the Jews were discrediting Jesus’ statement in verse 41 because 

they are invalidating his claim of being the bread that came down from heaven. Sadly, I see this as 

parallel to folks trying to discredit/invalidate others because the ones who are speaking are either 

younger, less-experienced, or even coming from a minority race. The Jews, pointed out that Jesus is 

someone whom his roots were known to them as a form of not accepting Jesus’ claim. Wasn’t this the 

same reaction that Jesus got in Mark 6:2-3, when at first the people in the synagogue which are believed 

to be Jews – because this is the place of worship for the Jews, were astounded when they heard him 

(Jesus) preached. Then, upon realizing that it was Jesus that they knew, took offense? In both cases, I 

can imagine the Jews were saying, ‘Wait a minute, this is the Jesus that we know, we know his family, 

etc. He got some nerve talking like he is talking right now’. Or maybe even – how can he be claiming all 

of these things – we all know who he is and his origin. In my imagination of this scene, they are not 



  

very happy, warm and loving. They are undermining Jesus and his teaching, because they are (or they 

think that they are) better than him and his family.  

Which brings me to the second theme that I would like to invite you into re-thinking. How would you 

explain/define what a church is to someone who will ask? (Ask the congregation – 2-3 people). The 

compelling thing about this is, we know at the top of the head how we are going to respond. There is no 

right or wrong answer, but this simply means that because we have set definitions/explanations of what 

a church is, we can answer right away, right? But this thinking is the same thinking with the Jews. A 

short historical trivia – the Jews are very well-versed in the narrative of God in the Old Testament. 

Which means they see God’s narrative in their box, making the narrative of Jesus controversial. In the 

same manner that we are very well versed in the narrative of church and being a faith circle. Older 

Christian tradition taught us that the most important mission is for the church people to bring those 

who are outside of the church inside. This is where ‘THE THING’ is, and you all have to be ‘IN THE 

THING’ with us – church peoples. There is nothing wrong with this mindset. There is nothing wrong in 

this perception. But for me this is problematic. This is problematic for me because we are forgetting 

that THE REAL THING is God and how the Holy Spirit will convict people to have Jesus in their lives 

and bask in the love that Jesus taught. We, as God’s people do not have anything to do with the ‘IN 

THING’ or the ‘REAL THING’. Our church is not the ‘IN THING’ or the ‘REAL THING’, rather it is the 

grace of God that is available for those who want to accept it. Whether people receive this grace or not 

is beyond what we can do. Now, this may sound a little controversial, but let me clarify that we are all 

children of God not because of our own doing, but because of God’s grace for all of us. This is the 

prevenient grace that God offers us through Jesus. Our main task is for people to see in our lives how 

grace justified us/cleanse us from our sins – which for me is our separation with God, and the grace that 

perfects us into becoming the embodiment of the teaching and preaching of Jesus to the world. We do 

not need to panic because there are not enough members in our church, rather what we need to do is 

continue embodying the love of Christ to the world, so that others will feel the nudging of the Holy 

Spirit to be part of our faith circle. I think I have mentioned this before, my mother used to tell me, ‘it is 

more important for the people to God’s love exemplified in your life rather than you talking about it, 

because your life is the best Bible that they can ever read’. She also mentioned that ‘you can memorize 

the entire  Bible and brag about it but if people does not see the teachings in the Bible lived in your life, 

they will not be convinced’.  

This is what Jesus was drawing when Jesus said – ‘No one can come to me unless drawn by the Father 

who sent me’. As God’s ambassadors, we are here to share the message through the life of our faith 

community, and that is the best evangelism that we can do to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. May it be so. Amen. 


