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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

There was a term that came up in the nineteenth century that began in China (or probably the whole of 

Asia). These were the times when food was scarce, and churches were providing for those who needed 

it. The folks who were being fed by the churches, started to become involved in the different ministries 

of these churches. Their families became baptized and were devoted members of the church. But as the 

economy started to stabilize, the families began to stan on their feet and came to a point where they 

can support themselves. When they are able to sustain their needs and wants, they stopped going to the 

church and being involved in its ministries. They were called the ‘rice Christians’. In the same thought, 

before the liberation of the Eastern Europe, folks in East Germany and Romania saw that the churches 

back then were preaching about the liberation of the society. However, when liberation was achieved in 

these places, the people stopped going to said congregations. At present, protestant churches in North 

America – especially the anglo congregations are experiencing this situation where members of the 

congregations are depleting – because of various reasons, death of the members, children who were 

raised in churches no longer find the importance of church life because of other priorities, interfaith or 

conversion through marriage…and all of other things. But unlike the previous scenarios that I 

mentioned earlier, we cannot really pinpoint the reason why we are in this predicament. For many 

years, there has been no exact answer why the churches’ memberships are depleting.   

We are living in a society where consumers are greatly valued. Every time I am watching the tv, it 

amazes and amuses me how companies need to mention how they were given high ratings by firms like 

JD Power and Associates to prove their worth. Consumers have become the most important aspect in 

each business around. Because of this culture of our society, unfortunately, this has become of the 

churches, too. Due to the changing needs of the people who are part of faith circles, sometimes it is 

hard for churches to keep up with the demand of the members. For clarification, there is nothing wrong 

with this evolution of our lives because we need to adapt to our own society. But in this evolution, the 

sad part for the church congregation is that membership suffers if the church no longer offered the 

needs and the wants of the people. And it is remarkable that in these changes, there are folks who 

chose to stay in the changes of the tides of the society. It is quite remarkable to be with folks who 

continued to be faithful in their promise of serving God through the people in the church and the 

community that it is part of. This is what Jesus was talking about in verse 32 when he said  “Very truly, I 

tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the loaves.” 

You who are still part of Community UMC in all shapes and form is exactly what Jesus was talking 

about, who are still here not because of the signs and wonder of Christianity, but because you all saw 

the need of becoming God’s hands and feet to the world. This church has been a part of your life and 

you all see that you are vital parts of the church.  

But the challenge for us is this, how can we replicate our calling so that it will ripple to those who are 

around us? What should we do so that people can see the church being part of their lives and in the 

same manner that they see that they are important parts of the life of the church? Only Jesus offers the 



  

everlasting bread and water/wine that makes sure that we no longer be thirsty. But the challenge is how 

can we share that to those around us so that they, too, will have the opportunity to eat and drink with 

us and never be thirsty again?  

As a usual practice, we will share the meal that Jesus invites us to. And in this invitation, all are 

welcome. This reminds me of weddings and other celebrations back in the Philippines where every 

person in the town is invited. No RSVP, no invitations printed on fancy paper, because the expectation 

is that anyone in the community will come and join the festivities. And as we partake in the symbols 

that represented the life and ministry of Jesus…as we partake in the bread and wine of life, let us 

remember our task that came with this meal. To continue being the hands of feet of Jesus and of God to 

this world. May it be so. Amen. 


