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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Who needs a miracle today? We all need a miracle today, one way or the other. Minnesota is in the 

middle of a drought, and we need a miracle of sufficient water supply. The world is in need of a miracle 

that will end the pandemic that is continuing to pummel and exhaust the healthcare systems, 

economies and well-being of humanity. In our own personal lives, we are in need of a miracle. 

According to the dictionary, miracle is a surprising and welcome event that is not explicable by natural 

or scientific laws and is therefore considered to be work of a divine agency, thus, we sometimes call 

miracle a divine intervention. In the modern times that we are in, or even post-modern, every thing 

that is happening has to be explained by logic, scientific facts, it has to be measurable, tactile, at times 

objective. There is one dilemma though about the intersection of our religious and secular realms. The 

Scripture, both the Old and New Testaments is a treasure trove of miraculous occurrences. So how do 

we reconcile that?  

At a youth camp in the Philippines (we call it Christmas Institute because this camp takes place 

December 26-31 every year) in 1998, I was aspiring to be an officer of the district youth leadership. In 

this process, all aspiring individuals go through a screening or interview process which also doubles as a 

discernment procedure with the District Superintendent, a youth pastor and outgoing youth leaders to 

have a check in and to see if the individual understands the responsibilities of being in a leadership 

position. During my interview, our then District Superintendent – Rev. Dr. Bener Agtarap (who is now 

Associate General Secretary of the General Board of Discipleship and heads the New Church Starts), 

asked me, ‘Why do you want to be a youth leader?’ and I answered, ‘I saw that there is a need for me to 

lead the youth of my age and younger than me, and I feel that I am capable of being that leader’. Then 

he asked me, ‘Why are you not in the process of becoming a pastor?’. During that time, I was a 

sophomore in college and was pursuing a degree in Chemistry, as a pre-med course, clearly, I was not in 

the process of becoming a pastor. I responded, ‘There’s no calling or miracles that came my way yet’. He 

then said, ‘Are you waiting for 40 days of rain and a great flood like Noah, for God to call you at the 

middle of your sleep, or for the earth to open up before you would think that God is calling you for 

ministry?’. He further said, ‘Don’t you think that you seeing the need for your leadership is already 

God’s calling for you to serve God’s people as a pastor?’. I was speechless, more like jaw-dropping kind 

of being speechless.  

In today’s passage, we see two miracles that were a great part of the life and ministry of Jesus. If I can 

say so myself, these ‘miracles’ were the two notable ones that Jesus ‘performed’ during his earthly life. 

These events were evidences of his divine nature. How can someone pray and produce food to feed 

more than 5,000 people and have a lot of leftovers? At lunchtime in the crowd of many people, the 

disciples were worried about feeding them because of the limited resources that they have. This was 

made clear by Philip’s calculation in verse 7, ‘Six months’ wages would not buy enough bread for each 

of them to get a little’. And there is nothing wrong with this. Philip is being pragmatic about the 

situation. Andrew, supported this plight in verse 9 when he said ‘There is a boy here who has five barley 



  

loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’. And isn’t this our reality? In the face of 

deficit financial resources, declining church membership and sometimes not enough folks to take 

leadership roles, don’t we feel the same way as Andrew and Philip did? How can we accomplish the 

ministries that we want to accomplish if our resources are not enough, we do not have enough means.  

Allow me to momentarily shift our focus to another miracle that happened as narrated in this passage 

in verses 16-21. Reading this part and interpreting this literally, we can easily surmise that this is one of 

those occurrences in Jesus’ life that is portrayed with drama and cinematic effects. Obviously, no other 

human being can walk with water without sinking. Basic chemistry teaches us that a solid matter will 

definitely sink in a liquid matter, except when the liquid matter’s specific gravity is higher than the 

solid matter. Now, that’s a little advance chemistry. Of course, no one can attest to the actuality of this 

circumstance. Bible scholars and interpreters suggested that based on John’s tradition, the account of 

Jesus walking on a water could have been an invitation for the early Christians to step out of their 

comfort zones to doing the ministry that Christ is calling them to do. Which makes it, I hope, a relevant 

message for us today. The message and call for us to try the first step of going out of our comfort zones 

to try new and relevant things for our ministry. Let us not be crippled by the fear of sinking but think 

that the first step out of the comfort zone will encourage us to walk farther away from it.  

Now, I would like to pivot back to the feeding narrative of today’s passage. Bishop Ough, the retired 

bishop of the Minnesota Annual Conference, in one of his preachings said that this could possibly be 

the first documented church potluck, I think I agree with him. Looking at this event in our post-

modern lens, it could probably be the case. There is a controversial argument that Bible scholars and 

interpreters have been suggesting. This argument is that, there is a possibility that the people who 

followed Jesus and disciples actually brought food with them because they know that they will be led in 

places where they cannot buy food. And the boy who brought five barley loaves and two fish actually 

‘shamed’ the crowds by willingly sharing his meal to Jesus and to whoever will need it. Making this 

miracle a miracle of generosity more than a miracle of multiplication. Isn’t this the main goal of 

potlucks in churches, a time when we share our well-loved, if not our favorite dish, to share with those 

in our faith circle, bringing with us extra portions so that if ever there is someone in our midst who may 

not be able to bring a dish could be fed?  

Let us not forget another compelling verse in this passage – verse 15, when Jesus withdrew from the 

crowd when he realized that he will be taken by force to be made a king. As I reflect on this verse, Jesus 

did this because of two reasons:  

• He was not after the accolades that the people thought he deserved showing his humility; and  

• He wanted the people to realize the transformation that occurred in a simple event and wanted 

that transformation to be about folks realizing what they can do moving forward, rather than the 

people depending on him to continue sharing the grace that God offers to all.  

We all need a miracle. But here’s a thought, if a supernatural predicament happen to us, would we be 

willing to believe it? In the same manner, in as much as transformation is concerned, do we need a 

metaphysical, celestial or even divine intervention in order to achieve it, or can we find the miracles 

within ourselves and let the Spirit move us to embody the transformation that Jesus epitomized in his 

life and ministry. May it be so. Amen. 


