
  

Scripture Ephesians 1:3-14 NRSV 

Meditation How does the world see us?  Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Today’s passage is one of the passages that expounds the essence of Christianity. Many theologians like 

John Calvin used this passage to preach the importance of having faith in Christ or becoming 

Christians. But there are parts of today’s passage that became problematic in different levels as 

Christianity evolved through the ages.  

The first level of problem that this passage is posted in this passage is the usage of the word ‘adoption’ 

in the New Revised Standard Version in verse 5. Let me invite you to some trivia. The context of the 

Scripture is coming from the Jewish tradition – this is clear especially in the Old Testament. In the New 

Testament, there were two kinds of people – the Jews/Hebrews and the Gentiles. Can I see a show of 

hands if there are anyone here today who has Jewish ancestry? Therefore, if we follow this logic, we are 

Gentiles. If you noticed, there is no classification for Christians. In fact, if we are to look at historical 

data, Jesus was not a Christian, and he was not preaching about Christianity in his life and ministry. 

According to Wikipedia, Christianity started with the ministry and teachings of Jesus by his followers 

who believed in his claim that he is the Son of God, died for the forgiveness of our sins, was raised from 

the dead, and will return at the inception of God’s kingdom. Christianity as a movement began years 

before after he died. From the movement that taught the ministry and life of Jesus, Christianity evolved 

into the Christianity that was propagated in the different countries. In this process, Christianity was 

brought by the ‘stronger’ countries as they enlarge their territories.  

Supposedly, there is nothing wrong with all of these. Right? How can a teaching of love for others, and 

God’s creation be wrong? How can the rejection of the ruling class and the lifting up/centering of those 

in the margins could be wrong? How can focusing on God’s love and living it can be wrong? If we are to 

strictly follow the earthly life of Jesus, how can this be problematic? Maybe I can just end my sermon 

here. But I have more to say. If we go back to history, we will see where the dilemma arises and still 

arising. Unfortunately, church leaders in the past, looked at this passage a way of making Christianity 

as a religious movement that was far better than others. This was the tool that powerful cultures and 

countries used in colonization. Indigenous belief, because they were not embracing the personality of 

Jesus became barbaric, and sometimes considered evil, so conversion happened. We saw this 

happening in the eradication of ancient cultures to become Christians. I have seen this in how the 

Spanish empire propagated Christianity in the Philippines by bringing the cross and the sword, and 

further on, Protestant churches were brought by the US. In a way, my clan became a beneficiary of this, 

because I am here right now – serving as a Pastor in the US. It is interesting to see though that in this 

process of conversion, the colonized countries have become more conservative and evangelical than 

their colonizers. My professor mentioned in the class that in post-colonial theory, the colonized society 

has become better in mimicking the empire that erased its original culture and have adapted the 

colonized culture.  

Dismally, Christianity has become an exclusive movement that has I believe has veered away from the 

actual essence of the life and ministry of Jesus Christ – who is supposed to be the anchor of the 



  

Christian faith. Christianity has become a superior movement that if folks do not meet its standards, 

then folks do not belong to this movement. One perfect example of this is the literal interpretation of 

the Scripture, which resulted to more problematic actions – exclusion of the LGBTQ folks, incessant 

consumption of God’s creation, men being taught as greater than women, excluding faith and religious 

tradition that are not the same as Christianity, not welcoming folks who are different, and so many sins 

that Christianity has brought to our society. Last Independence Day, a well-known arts and crafts chain 

placed an ad in many national newspapers about advocating for a Christian-run government. And 

initially, there should not be anything wrong with it. After all, Christianity should all be about Christ, 

his life and ministry. But what makes me cringe personally about this whole thing is that the 

Christianity that this store is advocating is about the Christianity that excludes instead of including. I 

personally believe that this is the exact opposite of what Jesus preached and advocated.  

Additionally, these classifications of people became very evident when a group of people began 

thinking that there folks who are better than others.  Men became better than women which was called 

sexism which eventually evolved into the straight heterosexual people became better than those who 

are not and was called heterosexism. Older or as what we would like to call it here seasoned folks are 

better than the younger or youngish folks – which we call ageism. Folks with higher educational 

attainment were better than those who are not. Folks with bigger bank accounts were better than those 

who are not. Folks with whiter/fairer complexion were better than those who have darker skin tones. In 

the pandemic that we are slowly coming out, there has been a division of those who took it seriously 

and those who did not, those who strongly believed in science and those who did not. Among the 

endless differences that was rooted in separating people from each other, dividing us farther away from 

each other, building more walls, instead of us trying to reach out to each other. And as I look at our 

society today, the differences seem to multiplying exponentially that sometimes it is hard to see the 

light of this dark tunnel.   

As I reflect on today’s passage, I am drawn to one message, that we sometimes might miss. Our 

adoption in becoming children of God is not based on what we do, who is in our circle, or who we are 

including and excluding. We were all recipients of God’s grace, whether we accept it or not. This 

abundant grace of God has nothing to do with us, it is God’s business. It is the Spirit that calls us to 

becoming God’s children. We are all God’s children, and we are kins with each other no matter what 

differences we have, in the same manner that we have kinship with the rest of God’s creation. Our 

adoption into God’s family does not need to be part of any religious organization. In understanding 

God’s grace as a gift for all of us, this does not need convert people into one’s religious belief. But the 

more important part of grace is to accept the other as who they are and where they are. There is a 

phrase that says ‘meet people where they are’ and it will be up to them if they want to be with us…but 

there should be no pressure to them, and also with us if they decide not to be with us…but also we do 

not need to put pressure within ourselves if we are not seeing the immediate effects of our actions and 

ministries. The basic principle of Christianity that Jesus Christ preached was about the love and grace 

that we share to the world as the Christians that are truly anchored to God, and to Christ. And 

hopefully, this is how the world sees us.  

May it be so. Amen. 


