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Come Holy Spirit… 

Dare we pray?  
Come Holy Spirit… 

Come breath,  
come breeze, 

come wind, 
come energy,  

come life and hope, 
healing and renewal. 

We have been trying to breathe for so long. 
We have been hunkered down and waiting for what seems like ages. 
We have been afraid and staying--rightfully--within safe places, 
Behind our doors, mostly at home, with people we know and trust. 
 
But now... 
We who have been lost are being found 
We who have been alone are now being recognized 
We who have been dry are being quenched, 
We who have been ill are now becoming well enough. 
By your Spirit, God, we gather today, still survivors of this ongoing scourge. 
While so many around the world continue to face  

vulnerabilities and danger, 
Here in our midst today we carefully step out into one another’s presence. 
We have arrived at a milestone moment. 

We stand at a timely threshold.  
Can you feel it, can you see and hear it?  Even with social distancing? 
YES, even with masks and social distancing and humming, 
This is the DAY that God has made, so let us be glad and rejoice! (Ps. 118:24) 
 
Praise God for the gift of our lives and our loved ones! 
This day we lift up the blessings of birthday parties,  

graduation celebrations, leisurely gatherings and meals with folk  
we have not seen in person, in over a year. 

Yet in this embodied presence, 
We are reminded of those who are not with us, 
 Those for whom our hearts are grieving. 
This day we pray for the families and friends of Pat Good and Dick Meixner,  

whose lives have been recently memorialized. 
We hold in our hearts people facing chronic medical challenges, including Pastor Riva  

recovering from the car accident. 
We lift up Faythe Anderson’s friend who will be undergoing surgery, 
 and offer prayers for Randy Renneker’s father, Frank, in his hospitalization. 
Compassionate God, we share concern for those who continually face trauma and  

assaults on their dignity. 



We pray for the neighborhoods of Uptown, Brooklyn Center, south Minneapolis, St. Paul, and 
Columbia Heights facing violence and unrest. 
We especially pray for the family and friends of Deona Marie Knajdek Erickson,  

whose life was taken from her in such a tragic way while protesting  
the shooting of Winton Smith.   

May the man who caused her death, Nicholas Kraus, find his way  
to divine redemption and healing addiction, as he moves into the justice process. 

 
God of justice and mercy, 
We give thanks for the political will of our government to provide federal  recognition  

for the “freedom day” of Juneteenth. 
“Grant us holy and righteous God, the grace to contend fearlessly against the evil of  

human bondage in any form, and to make no peace with oppression." 
 
And God, this day we also remember the lives of our fathers, step-fathers, grandfathers 

past or present, near or far, close or distant,  
May we give thanks for their lives, and find the opportunities to express to them  

our love, or even find a new opening to start a conversation.   
May those of us who are fathers find that the love of God in one’s heart  

will call more deeply for sharing that love with others.   
Happy Father’s Day to all fathering people! 
 
Gracious God,   God of the breeze and the breath,  

Enflesh us all as courageous people with enough love to “make us and the world “whole again”.  We 
remember Jesus of Nazareth, your passionate Spirit-driven One, our brother and teacher, that we may 
join in his prayer… 

 
    Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father) in heaven,    

Holy is your name. 
Your kin-dom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.    

Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.      

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.    
For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory  

are yours,  now and forever.    
Amen. 
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