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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the 

meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Okay gardening folks, for sure our passage today is something that you all resonate with. Once 

again, we hear a parable that speaks of an interesting metaphor – seeds growing. In my past sermons 

and conversations, I mentioned that I have not really been into plants or growing them until late 

summer last year. I am still a work in-progress, and I am happy to report that my little garden has 

not died yet. My background today is my little garden in the front of our house. Jesus spoke in 

parables to talk about the kin-dom/reign of God. Contrary to what I used to think that parables are 

preached to talk about the ‘end of days scenes when a wrathful God will destroy the creation at the 

return of Jesus’. My sister once commented, ‘It must be tough for the disciples talking with Jesus 

because when you ask a question, he will answer in a parable’. I guess there is truth in this, because 

as we have learned in different passages, the disciples were continuously perplexed about Jesus was 

talking about. Thus, the need for Jesus to explain what he meant, as mentioned in verse 34. I also 

think that because the kingdom of God is very abstract, the only way for Jesus to explain it is by 

taking into consideration the context of the audience and use metaphors that the listeners will better 

understand. If Jesus were alive today, he probably would preach about the parable of social media or 

the parable of the internet, etc. I would have loved to preach about the parable of the social media or 

parable of the internet to talk about the reign of God.    

Our passage today has a lot of lessons that made me think deeply and say, ‘Ah! That makes sense’. 

Let us explore this together. Verses 26-29 is the antithesis of our present society. In a fast-moving 

world, a sleeping gardener is a lazy gardener. In fact, it is unfortunate that sleeping a lot is almost 

synonymous to laziness. We are scrambling to finish all the tasks that needed to be accomplished. A 

clean house, a mowed lawn, meals that are served on time, deadlines are met if not finished earlier, 

and all of the other things that we need to measure up. Sometimes, this leads us to being impatient 

because we have to be doing something else. Humans as adapting organisms learned to multi-task to 

finish our checklists. I see this in families with young children, I don’t know how they do it. And to 

clarify, there is nothing wrong with all of these, because we have to do what we have to do, to survive 

and thrive. But my first point is this, the gardener is surely not hurrying to make the seed grow. He 

waited and tended the garden but did not do anything to make things quicker than they should be. 

And here is why this makes sense to me, when we plant a seed in the ground/dirt, we let it be. We 

wait for the physiological process of the seed to take place. We do not slice the seed in half and force 

its growth. With our little help, the seed grows in itself. In my context of gardening, the garden mix 

soil, rainwater and sometimes my own watering when it is too dry, and the sunshine does its job to 

make the seeds grow. Well, hopefully before the squirrels try to dig it up.  

When I think about this, I am reminded of God’s kin-dom and grace. Let me pivot shortly here about 

the difference of kingdom and kin-dom. Here’s a short historical fact, in the first century CE, the 

Greek term he basileia tou theou was used in different passages in the gospels. It was literally 



  

translated into ‘the dominion of God’ which became ‘kingdom of God’ in the times that nations were 

expanding and dominating other nations. The phrase ‘the kingdom of God’ was a reaction to Caesar’s 

domination. This is the same situation why we sometime use ‘the reign of God/Christ’ metaphor. But 

as time passed, many post-modern cultures embraced the radical hospitality of God which was 

translated in God’s egalitarianism. In this concept, all have become equal in God’s love, and become 

kins. All encompassed people and creation which becomes kind of siblings, which is why kingdom 

was switched to kin-dom. Let us go back to then to the gardening metaphor and God’s kin-dom and 

grace. Humans have very little contribution in both concepts. As John Wesley preached, humans 

have nothing to do to receive God’s grace – we call it the prevenient grace. It is given to all of us, no 

requirements, we do not need to do anything to receive it, we already have it. As for the kin-dom of 

God, we are already part of it. This is not a secret, coveted organization that we need to do 

something to be part of it. We are already in it. And the kin-dom and grace of God grows into people 

naturally. We have very little contribution to how usher its flourishing. This may sound like a passive 

growth or process, but this also means that we do not have to double time with our efforts in 

growing the kin-dom and grace, because (1) we already have it, (2) it grows naturally in us, like the 

seeds that are planted. One theologian proposed, ‘Jesus is calling us to a very different way of being 

ourselves, with one another, with the divine, by asking us to recognize that spiritual growth and 

intimacy with God arises as naturally as seeds growing’. I see this as an invitation for us to continue 

the ministries that we are doing, hopefully we can add more, and not worry about the tactile 

responses, because eventually, the seeds that we have planted will grow. I see this an invitation for us 

to let go of our anxieties and sleep in peace as we wait for the harvest to happen. This is how I see it, 

we plant through the ministries that we do, continue planting, then we rest and wait for the harvest. 

The harvest may look like many folks wanting to worship with us, or many lives who have been 

transformed in different ways. Our main task is to plant through our ministries.  

Then, there is a second part of the passage that I find equally compelling. The parable of the mustard 

seed that talks about our faith. Full disclosure, I grew up knowing about the mustard leaves that we 

eat as vegetables, and when I was young, I was confused. I have never seen an actual mustard seed 

until I was served the mustard seed to put in my ham sandwich in a flight from New York to 

Nashville. I asked the flight attendant what it was and how will I use it, she patiently explained it to 

me. Upon researching, I learned that this mustard seed comes from a different family and the leaves 

that I grew up eating are the mustard greens, also from a different family. Going back to our seed-

planting metaphor, those seeds are really tiny, and it is amazing how it can grow to a majestic tree. A 

tree with string branches that can nurture other forms of lives – food for humanity, shelter/nests for 

the birds and so forth. I don’t think there is no human knowledge or strength that can fit the big tree 

into that tiny seed in the same manner that we cannot do anything to make the seed grow into a 

tree. This is the same with our faith. No matter how little it is, once planted, it automatically grows 

into something huge that can nurture others. We need to let it grow for our faith to yield more seeds 

that can be planted by others. God’s kin-dom and grace are beyond what we as humans can control. 

We can’t. What we need to do is plant what we can, wait patiently for the growth to happen, then we 

can harvest…maybe the harvest is how we know it, maybe not. And that is all okay. May it be so. 

Amen. 


