
  

Scripture Acts 2:1-21 NRSV 

Meditation The Leading of Pentecost  Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 

of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

If the life of Jesus was made into a movie, the scene of Pentecost is one of the dramatic scenes towards 

the end. I remember seeing the movie Jesus of Nazareth at a church retreat on Maundy/Holy Thursday 

as a preteenager, as it was the usual practice in many churches in the Philippines. The movie is usually 

the prelude for the Communion and Feet-washing service. Liturgically, or if we will follow the church 

calendar, Pentecost Sunday is the actual conclusion of the Lenten Season which began with Ash 

Wednesday. When I read our passage today, I was also imagining the scenes that were happening in 

our passage today. I am especially drawn to the elements that were vividly described in verses 1-4. In my 

imagination, the disciples are sitting in one place, maybe just hanging out, then a strong wind comes 

filling the house. Then, all of a sudden, tongues of fire rested on each of them. And they started 

speaking in other languages. Anyone who sees this phenomenon will assume that this is a supernatural 

occurrence. And if this happens in our present time, we will probably think that there is no way that 

this is happening before our eyes.  

However, even with the cinematic scenes of the Pentecost, it is not as celebrated as Christmas, when a 

baby was born of a virgin or Easter, when the dead Jesus appeared to Mary Magdalene in the garden, 

the disciples on the road to Emmaus or with the other disciples in closed room. Most of the time, we 

pass by the Pentecost narrative as (1) part of the narrative of the life and ministry of Jesus, and (2) so 

that there is continuity in how we read the Scripture. But there are very compelling parts of the 

Pentecost narrative that I find very important as we think about how we can glean into as we listen to 

where the Spirit is leading us. And for today, I would like to invite you to reflect on these new messages. 

Historically, we are told that Pentecost is the birth of the Christian movement. Pentecost was the main 

event when the disciples were commissioned and sent to the world to preach the message of love that 

Jesus started. Still, there are more components of Pentecost that encouraged me to reflect on.  

The first component that I want to invite you to look into is the significance of the disciples’ ability to 

speak languages that are different from their own. In other churchspeaks, this is called the speaking of 

tongues. Contrary to some religious tradition’s understanding of speaking of tongues where people 

utter gibberish words. What I saw in this verse is that as the Spirit fills the hearts of people, difference 

in languages is not a barrier. Unlike the story of Tower of Babel in Genesis 11:1-9, the foreign languages 

that was spoken did not cause divisiveness among the disciples. I think the modern context of this is a 

gathering of people from different parts of the world where the participants are wearing translation 

pads. I saw and experienced this when I attended the Global Young People’s Convocation and 

Legislative Assembly in Berlin in 2010. More than that, I see this that God speaks to us in our own 

language/s, and in our present time where we have a lot of differences – culture, race, class, beliefs and 

values, God offers authentic human sense of community.  

The second component that I saw in this passage is the intersection of the Old Testament and New 

Testament in verses 14-21, when Peter first addressed the ‘accusation’ that the disciples were drunk at 9 

o’clock in the morning. Not only that Peter defended his friends’ current situation, but also preached 



  

about the vision of the prophet Joel in Joel 2:28-32. Peter emphasized on the glorious day that the Lord 

is coming. Other faith traditions have interpreted this as the end of human times, even quoting the 

chaos that is told in the book of Revelation. But as I look deeper into the Scripture, and more academic 

understanding of the context when it was written, I am leaning more into the days when the faithful 

followers of God and of Jesus understand the call to propagate the gospel of love. With the emphasis on 

verse 21, when everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved. This also brings the message 

of full inclusion that faith circles embrace.  

The last component that I would like to dig into is to look at the tongues of fire. In many parts of the 

Scripture, God and the Spirit is represented by fire. God called Moses through the fire in the burning 

bush. Fire was present when Moses led the Israelites to flee Egypt, among others. This is the relevance 

of the red flames in the United Methodist Church emblem/logo. The two tongues of flames represent 

the Methodist Episcopal Church and the Evangelical United Brethren Church that were unified by the 

power of the Holy Spirit. Likewise, the fire represents the heart-warming experience that John Wesley 

had in Aldersgate in 1738. If you would like to know more about these details, shoot me an email so that 

we can schedule a conversation about all UMC facts. My point is this, Pentecost is very much part of 

the Methodist DNA. It is in our identity. It is also important to understand that the story of Pentecost is 

a call of God’s unifying Spirit amidst adversity. Unfortunately, the UMC as a denomination has 

seemingly forgotten the unifying Spirit amidst the diversity across the whole connection.  

In our present modern, scientific and apparently pragmatic society, it will be hard to explain the 

Pentecost event in its literal form. Interpretations of the Pentecost has shifted in many different forms, 

but the message remains the same. It emphasizes centrality of Christ to the church’s identity, authority 

and proclamation. This is written in the older version of the Apostle’s Creed – I believe in the holy 

catholic church (not the Roman Catholic Church) or some might say, the universal church. This is the 

Christian church that is founded and grounded in the teachings of Jesus Christ. The Holy Spirit 

encourages the church to proclaim the Good News of Jesus to all places all over the earth. Pentecost is a 

reminder that even though we have differences in how we practice our faith, our identity in terms of 

denominations and even theological leanings, we should remember to celebrate the face of Christ and 

should be what brings us together. This should be how the leading of Pentecost look like. May it be so. 

Amen. 


