
 
May 23, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. 

Pentecost Sunday 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “Rain Down” Jaime Cortez/arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Call to Worship  Dennis and Sharon Ruhnke 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: The wind of God, the breath of Life. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: Our Advocate, our Counselor. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: Teacher of Wisdom, Reminder of Christ. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit, 
People: Granter of forgiveness, giver of peace. 
Leader: Come, Holy Spirit. 
People: May we feel God breathing through our worship. 
ALL: May we receive the Holy Spirit in this place. Amen.  

 

Hymn #3161 “Gracious Creator of Sea and Land” 

v. 1 Gracious Creator of sea and land, sculptor of coral and miller of sand, 
stretch our your hand, part the seas of our lives. Lead us to freedom and open our eyes. 

v. 2 Lifegiving Savior who taught by the sea, saying to fisherfolk, “Come, follow me,” 
send us to gather the outcasts, the least. Make us your aides at the great justice feast. 

v. 3 Spirit of Pentecost, still blowing free, show us your vision of all we can be. 
Call us to boldness, to goodness, to prayer. Summon our courage, our dreaming, our care. 

 

Opening Prayer Dennis and Sharon Ruhnke 
Holy One, for all of the ways you speak to us – in rushing wind, in dancing flames, in words we 
understand, and in all that transcends language, we give thanks. Give us courage to speak your 
love, everywhere we go, to everyone we meet. Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment “The Birthday of our Faith” Pastor Riva 
 

Scripture Acts 2:1-21 (NRSV) Dennis and Sharon Ruhnke 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

  



Gift of Song  “Sweet, Sweet Spirit” Doris Akers 
 Women’s Quartet: Naomi Jones, Aza Donnelly, Joanie Anderson, Kari Trench 
 

Meditation “The Leading of Pentecost” Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “On the Wind of Spirit” Mark Hayes 
 

Offertory Prayer   Pastor Riva 
Living God, you are the Lord of all! Only you can send your Spirit to bring us new life. You 
graciously speak your word of hope in times of struggle and uncertainty and in times of joy and 
peace. We are grateful that you are continually at work in our lives and the world to fulfill your 
promises. May our giving today show our trust in you. We pray through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kin-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn #2246 “Deep in the Shadows of the Past” 

v. 1 Deep in the shadows of the past, far out from settled lands, 
some nomads traveled with their God across the desert sands. 
The dawning hope of humankind by them was sensed and shown; 
a promise calling them ahead, a future yet unknown. 

v. 2 While others bowed to changeless gods they met a mystery, 
invisible, without a name: “I AM WHAT I WILL BE”; 
and by their tents, around their fires, in story, song and law, 
they praised, remembered, handed on a past that promised more. 

v. 3 From Exodus to Pentecost the promise changed and grew, 
while some, remembering the past, recorded what they knew, 
or with their letters and laments, their prophecy and praise 
recovered, kindled and expressed new hope for changing days. 

v. 4 For all the writings that survived, for leaders, long ago, 
who sifted, copied and preserved the Bible that we know, 
give thanks, and find its story yet our promise, strength and call, 
the model of emerging faith, alive with hope for all. 

 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Allegro in D” William Boyce 
 

Announcements and Birthdays Pastor Riva 
  



Centering Prayer 
 

Come Holy Spirit... Dare we pray?  
Come Holy Spirit...Come breath, come wind, come fire...come life and energy and hope! 
We have been trying to breathe for so long. We have been hunkered down for what seems like 
ages. We have been afraid and staying--rightfully--within safe places, behind our doors, mostly at 
home, except when heading out for food, vaccines, and essential work. 
We remember our spiritual ancestors, those first followers of Jesus. They were hunkered down 
too, fearful for their lives, their communities, their children. Yet your Spirit didn’t leave them 
alone! 
Your Spirit enlivened them to emerge into their communities with a new calling.  
Maybe God, we confess, that before the pandemic we had become too insular, too dry, too 
centered on “our way”. And now we have a chance to relaunch, reboot our congregation as a truly 
Spirit-infused Body of Christ, serving new neighbors for a new time, with a transformed identity. 

Holy Spirit, Giver of Life, we pray for your blessing. 
“This is the blessing we cannot speak by ourselves. This is the blessing we cannot summon by our 
own devices, cannot shape to our purpose, cannot bend to our will. 
This is the blessing that comes when we leave behind our aloneness, when we gather together, 
when we turn toward one another. 
This is the blessing that blazes among us when we speak the new words strange to our ears, when 
we finally listen into the chaos, when we breathe together at last.” 
God, so many others are also trying to breathe.  For so many, breath is a matter of life and death. 
We pray today that we may be energized for the work of nonviolence. We say the names of 
children who recently died or were injured in gun violence: 
Aniya Allen,  Ladavionne Garrett, Jr., and Trinity Ottoson-Smith.  

We pray that your Spirit may be a healing presence with their families, friends and neighbors, and 
that we may truly hear their sorrow and rage.  And may your Spirit disturb our comfortableness, 
reticence or numbness to gun violence, as well as disturb our city councils, state governments, 
police forces, and national leaders so that we can take steps of nonviolence together. 

We pray God for the children and families of the peoples of the Middle East:  comfort them, and 
disturb violent factions and those who profit from terror and trauma. May there be channels of 
security and wellbeing for all the peoples of the land.   

God we also pray for families and communities in India and other vulnerable nations, impacted by 
the pandemic and the new variants that threaten recovery.  May our efforts to safeguard our 
national health security also extend to recognize our global responsibilities. 

God of the wind and flame, of passionate love and mercy, “bare us to the bone” with your Spirit of 
transformation, “set our hearts ablaze” with love, “enough to make us” and the world “whole 
again”. 

As we pray, we remember Jesus of Nazareth, your fiery Spirit-driven One, our brother and teacher, 
that we may join in his prayer… 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kin-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 



sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Prayer Resources 

1.  Jan Richardson,  “When We Breathe Together A Blessing for Pentecost Day”, 
http://paintedprayerbook.com/2013/05/14/pentecost-when-we-breathe-together/ 

2. Jane Richardson, “Pentecost Blessing,” http://paintedprayerbook.com/2011/06/05/pentecost-one-
searing-word/ 

 

 

 

Worship Participants 
 Readers: Dennis and Sharon Ruhnke 
 Women’s Quartet: Naomi Jones, Aza Donnelly,  
  Joanie Anderson, Kari Trench 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Elder: Rev. Dr. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music: Dan Ritter 
 Tech & Video Recording: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick/Les Johnson 
 Video Editing: James Bordewick/Riva Tabelisma 

  



Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, May 23 
9:00 a.m. Antiracism Book Study (Zoom)  
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

 

Monday, May 24  
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (Parking Lot) 

 

Tuesday, May 25  
2:00 p.m. Eve Circle 

 

Wednesday, May 26  
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Friday, May 28  
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga – John Wesley Room 

 

Sunday, May 30 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  

 

Antiracism Book Study Continues: The Sunday Adult Ed group will be finishing up the book by 
Ibram X. Kendi, How to be an Antiracist, with the following schedule: 
   May 23rd, 9am on zoom--Chapters 16, 17, 18 
The link for the zoom will be available in the weekly email invitation to worship. For more 
information, contact Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud, nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
 

Church Gift Shop: If you wish to buy items from the church gift shop, contact Pat Good (phone 
651-348-6688). These items can be picked up on Wednesday mornings at 11 A.M. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Be part of the worship service: Email Pastor Riva: leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
for details. 
 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
  



 
 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of 
God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God 
loves all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


