
 
May 9, 2021 – 10:00 a.m. 

Sixth Sunday of Easter/Mother’s Day 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “We Gather Together” arr. Bradley Sowash 
 

Call to Worship  Jessica, Chloe and Logan Perez 
Leader: See what love has been given to us, that we should be called children of God. 
People: By this we know love, that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh, and lived and 

died, that God’s love might be made plain among us. 
Leader: Therefore, beloved, let us not love in word or in speech but in deed and in truth. 
People: Because we love one another, we know that we have passed from death into 

life. 
All: This is the victory that overcomes the world, through Jesus our risen Christ. 

Amen. 
 

Hymn #557 “Blest Be the Tie that Binds” 

v. 1 Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; 
the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above. 

v. 2 Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers; 
our fears, our hopes, our aims are one, our comforts and our cares. 

v. 3 We share each other’s woes, our mutual burdens bear; 
and often for each other flows the sympathizing tear. 

v. 4 When we asunder part, it gives us inward pain; 
but we shall still be joined in heart, and hope to meet again. 

 

Opening Prayer Jessica, Chloe and Logan Perez 
O Beloved One, All the ends of the earth marvel at your deeds of power; we feel your presence 
as growth returning to the countryside; we rejoice as we remember your faithfulness and 
steadfast love revealed in the risen Christ. Surround us with that faithfulness and steadfast love, 
fill us with generosity and courage so that we may be called your friends and go forth to befriend 
your world. In Jesus’ name. 

 

Children’s Moment “I will grow in love” Pastor Riva 
 

Scripture John 15:9-17 (NRSV) Jessica, Chloe and Logan Perez 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

  



Gift of Song  “The Summons” John Bell 
  Stacy Johnson, soloist 
 

Meditation “Love, Friendship and Joy…What is your favorite word?” Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “My Savior’s Love” Charles Gabriel/Molly Ijames 
 

Offertory Prayer   Pastor Riva 
God of unimaginable love, we have known of your caring since we were babies in our mother’s 
arms. We have been told the stories of your love, and we have sung songs about your love. These 
things bring us comfort. What challenges us is the command of Jesus, “As I have loved you, so 
you should love one another” – not just those who think as we do, pray as we do, and look the 
way that we do. Help us, through our giving, our living and our loving, to live up to the 
challenge of loving as you would have us love. In the name of our risen Savior, we pray. Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kin-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn #560 “Help Us Accept Each Other” 

v. 1 Help us accept each other as Christ accepted us; 
teach us as sister, brother, each person to embrace. 
Be present, Lord, among us, and bring us to believe 
we are ourselves accepted and meant to love and live. 

v. 2 Teach us, O Lord, your lessons, as in our daily life 
we struggle to be human and search for hope and faith. 
Teach us to care for people, for all, not just for some, 
to love them as we find them, or as they may become. 

v. 3 Let your acceptance change us, so that we may be moved 
in living situations to do the truth in love; 
to practice your acceptance, until we know by heart 
the table of forgiveness and laughter’s healing art. 

v. 4 Lord, for today’s encounters with all who are in need, 
who hunger for acceptance, for righteousness and bread, 
we need new eyes for seeing, new hands for holding on; 
renew us with your Spirit; Lord, free us, make us one. 

 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude Menuet gothique” Léon Boëllmann 
 

Announcements and Birthdays Pastor Riva 
  



Centering Prayer 
 

Gracious and most spacious God, 
This day we ask your blessing on the mothers, who are our first sanctuary, who fashion a space of 

blessing with their own being: With the belly, the bone and the blood, or if not with these 
then with the durable heart that offers itself to break and grow wide, to gather itself around 
another as a refuge, as home. 

Amma God, mother of Mary, Rachel and Leah, Hagar and Sarah, Martha and Phoebe,  
bless all the mothers, grandmothers, other-mothers and mother-ers, who lean into the 
wonder and terror of loving what they can hold, but cannot contain. Who remain in some 
part of themselves always awake, a corner of consciousness, keeping perpetual vigil. Who 
know that a story is what endures is what binds us, is what runs deeper even than blood and 
so they spin stories in celebration of what abides and offer benediction on what remains: a 
simple gladness that latches onto us and graces us on our way. 

God, we turn to you today because you know what loss is like. The heartache, the sorrow, the 

tears.  

We pray for all those who grieve the death or absence of their mothers, that they may heal with 
memory, serenity, forgiveness and gratitude. 

We pray for mothers with dementia, in comas, or without means to communicate with their loved 
ones, and we pray for the loved ones who feel helpless in the face of limitation. 

In our prayers we remember parents who are grieving the loss of a child, no matter the amount of 
time. 

And those who yearn to be parents yet are waiting, hoping, seeking. 
We pray for parents who sit beside beds in hospitals or tents hoping for their children’s recovery 

from hunger or the virus. 
Be their companion, through the valley of the shadow of death. 
May you Amma God, receive their last breaths, just as you inspired their first cries. 
In our country, too often we hear the cries of mothers of children of color, for whom they are so 

afraid. 
This is our work, to work for a world in our families, workplaces and communities so that mothers 

need not fear for their children’s safety and success, with the people and institutions that are 
supposed to be of support. 

Holy God, blessed are mothers who bear the light in unbearable times, who testify to its 
endurance amid the unendurable, who bear witness to its persistence when everything seems 
clouded and in grief. Blessed are those in whom the light lives, in whom the brightness 
blazes— 

May all our hearts become like a chapel, with an altar where in the deepest night can be seen the 
fire that shines forth in unaccountable faith, in stubborn hope, in love that illumines and 
heals every broken thing it finds. 

 
As we pray we remember the healer Jesus, who knows every sorrow, and we join together in 

prayer, his prayer… 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kin-dom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 



 

Worship Participants 
 Readers: Jessica, Chloe and Logan Perez 
 Gift of Song: Stacy Johnson 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Elder: Rev. Dr. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music: Dan Ritter 
 Tech & Video Recording: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick/Les Johnson 
 Video Editing: James Bordewick/Riva Tabelisma 

 

Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, May 9 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Monday, May 10  
5:30 p.m. Community Meal (Parking Lot) 

 

Tuesday, May 11  
6:30 p.m. Core Team Meeting (Zoom) 

 

Wednesday, May 12  
9:30 a.m. Adult Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Friday, May 14  
10:30 a.m. Chair Yoga – John Wesley Room 

 

Sunday, May 16 
9:00 a.m. Antiracism Book Study (Zoom)  
10:00 a.m. Worship – Native American Ministries Sunday – Annual Conference 
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Antiracism Book Study Continues: The Sunday Adult Ed group will be finishing up the book by 
Ibram X. Kendi, How to be an Antiracist, with the following schedule: 
   May 16th, 9am on zoom-- Chapters 14-15 
   May 23rd, 9am on zoom--Chapters 16, 17, 18 
The link for the zoom will be available in the weekly email invitation to worship. For more 
information, contact Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud, nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
 

Plant Sale Thanks: Thank you to all who helped with the plant sale, and all who purchased 
plants! 
 

Church Gift Shop: If you wish to buy items from the church gift shop, contact Pat Good (phone 
651-348-6688). These items can be picked up on Wednesday mornings at 11 A.M. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 

Be part of the worship service: Email Pastor Riva: leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 



for details. 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 
 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of God, 
individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all 
people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we welcome and affirm 
people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic 
statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


