
 
January 17, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  

Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “Be Thou My Vision” arr. John Turner 
 

Call to Worship Martha Snipstad 
Leader: Come into worship, and see what God has in store for us today! 
People: We have busy lives, but still, we’re curious . . . 
Leader: Come into God’s presence, and see the difference love makes! 
People: We’ve been burned by love before, but still, we’re needy . . . 
Leader: Come into the light and see the glory of God! 
People: Our eyes have been closed for so long, but still, we yearn for the light . . . 
ALL: Come and see! Come and see! 

 

Hymn #451 “Be Thou My Vision” 

v. 1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; naught be all else to me, save that thou art. 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night, waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

v. 2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord; 
thou and thou only, first in my heart, great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

v. 3 Great God of heaven, my victory won, may I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s Sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

 

Opening Prayer Fred Carter 
Open our ears, O God, that we might hear your Word speaking to us in this moment. Open 
our ears, O God, that we might listen for your voice calling to us through scripture. Open 
our ears, O God, that we might understand your promises to followers both old and young, 
ancient and modern. Open our hearts, O God, that we might enter into the love you offer 
us. Amen. 

 

Testamonial Fred’s Journey Fred Carter 
 

Scripture John 1:43-51 (NRSV) Okito Unyagunga 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Gift of Music  “Two Fishermen” Suzanne Toolan 
Les Johnson, soloist 

 

Meditation “How is Jesus reflected in us?” Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “Give Me Jesus” arr. John Carter 
 

Offertory Prayer   Pastor Riva  



ALL: Holy God, like the first disciples, we have heard the call to follow Jesus! Yet too 
often, we have failed to introduce him to others, not willing to take the risks that 
go with true discipleship. As we bring our tithes and offerings to you this day, 
make us bold in following. May we give more readily, love more deeply, show 
mercy and compassion more extravagantly, and seek justice for others 
courageously. Help us to walk in the steps of the one we follow. In Christ’s holy 
name, we pray. Amen 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn #2218 “You Are Mine” 

v. 1 I will come to you in the silence, I will lift you from all your fear. 
You will hear my voice, I claim you as my choice, be still and know I am here. 

v. 2 I am hope for all who are hopeless, I am eyes for all who long to see. 
In the shadows of the night, I will be your light, come and rest in me. 

refrain Do not be afraid, I am with you. I have called you each by name. 
come and follow me, I will bring you home; I love you and you are mine. 

v. 3 I am strength for all the despairing, healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 
All the blind will see, the lame will all run free, and all will know my name. 

refrain  

v. 4 I am the Word that leads all to freedom, I am the peace the world cannot give. 
I will call your name, embracing all your pain, stand up, now walk, and live! 

refrain  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Glory to God in the Highest” Giovanni Pergolesi 
 

Worship Participants 
 Readers: Martha Snipstad, Fred Carter, Okito Unyagunga 
 Gift of Music: Les Johnson 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Elder: Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music: Dan Ritter 
 Audio & Video Recording: James Bordewick/Les Johnson 
 Video Editing: James Bordewick/Riva Tabelisma 

  



Centering Prayer 
 

Most gracious and all wise God,  

before whose face the generations rise and fall;  

Thou in whom we live, and move, and have our being.  

We thank You  [for] all of Your good and gracious gifts,  

for life and for health;  

for food and for raiment;  

for the beauties of nature and human nature.  

We come before You painfully aware  

 of our inadequacies and shortcomings.  

We realize that we stand surrounded with the mountains of love 

and yet we deliberately dwell in the valley of hate.  

We stand amid the forces of truth  

and deliberately lie.  

We are forever offered the high road 

 and yet we choose to travel the low road.  

For these sins O God forgive.  

Break the spell of that which blinds our minds.  

Purify our hearts that we may see You.  

O God in these turbulent days  

 when fear and doubt are mounting high  

Give us broad visions, penetrating eyes,  

 and power of endurance.  

God, give us strength of body to keep walking for freedom.  

God, give us strength to remain nonviolent,  

even though we may face death. 

Help us to work with renewed vigor for a warless world,  

 for a better distribution of wealth  

and for a beloved community  

that transcends race or color,  

without superiorities and inferiorities  

of all differences and diversities.  

In the name and spirit of Jesus we pray the prayer he taught his followers and friends: 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kindom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kindom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

https://www.prayerandpolitiks.org/blog/2017/01/11/prayers-of-martin-luther-king-jr.2403309 

  



 

Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, January 17  
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Sunday, January 24 – UMW Sunday 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Jan. 17th New Adult Ed Opportunity (Ibram X. Kendi book study), 9am on Zoom with 
Pastor Nancy. We finished Adam Hamilton's book, Incarnation and now we will be moving into a new 
conversation for this new year with Ibram X. Kendi's bestselling, award-winning book, How to be an 
Antiracist. Professor Kendi makes the point that it is not enough to say "I'm not a racist", but to recognize 
the need for specifically "antiracist" thinking, acting and policy-making. We'll be starting with the first two 
short chapters, pp. 1-23 and meet on zoom. If you would like more information, please email Pastor Nancy, 
nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu. As Kendi's books are quite available online and in stores please feel 
free to obtain your own copy. If you would like Pastor Nancy to plan a copy for you, please let her know. 
 

Jan. 24th UMW Sunday 
Thank you to the UMW for leading worship next week! 
 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of 
God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God 
loves all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


