
 
January 10, 2021 – 10:00 a.m.  
Baptism of the Lord Sunday 

 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “Wade in the Water” arr. Bradley Sowash 
 

Call to Worship  
Leader: God of the waters. Water of birth, 
People: moving us from safety into the world. 
Leader: God of the waters. Water of connection, 
People: engaging the playful Spirit, the passionate Christ, the challenging God. 
Leader: God of the waters. Water of life, 
People: sustaining, quenching, cleansing. 
Leader: God of the waters. Water of trouble, 
People: journeying us from here to there, from the known to the unknown. 
Leader: God of the waters. 
People: Birth us. Connect us. Live in us. Trouble us. 

 

Hymn #544 “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” 

v. 1 Like the murmur of the dove’s song, like the challenge of her flight, 
like the vigor of the wind’s rush, like the new flame’s eager might: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

v. 2 To the members of Christ’s body, to the branches of the Vine, 
to the church in faith assembled, to her midst as gift and sign: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

v. 3 With the healing of division, with the ceaseless voice of prayer, 
with the power to love and witness, with the peace beyond compare: 
Come, Holy Spirit, come. 

 

Opening Prayer  

ALL: God of grace and glory, You call us with your voice of flame to be your 
people, faithful and courageous. As your beloved Son embraced his 
mission in the waters of baptism, inspire us with the fire of your Spirit to 
join in his transforming work. We ask this in the name of our Savior Jesus 
Christ, who lives and reigns forever and ever. Amen.  

 

Children’s Moment  Water and Baptism 
 

Scripture Mark 1:4-11 (NRSV)  
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 



Gift of Music  “Come, Join the Dance of Trinity” Richard Leach/ Ralph Vaughan Williams 
Les Johnson, soloist 

 

Meditation “Our Baptism Matters” Pastor Riva 
 

Offertory Music  “Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song” arr. John Carter 
 

Offertory Prayer   Pastor Riva  
ALL: God of redemption and new life, we focus once more this day on the greatest gift 

ever given – Jesus, our Savior. As he was baptized by John in the Jordan, we were 
able to share in his baptism and receive the promise of sharing in Jesus’ 
resurrection. As we leave a painful year behind and look with hope to the new 
year ahead, help us to live and give of ourselves as those who know every day what 
a great gift we have been given. May it move us to give our whole selves more 
freely! In the name of Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray! Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

Hymn #347 “Spirit Song” 

v. 1 O let the Song of God enfold you with his Spirit and his love. 
Let him fill your heart and satisfy your soul. 
O let him have the things that hold you,  
and his Spirit like a dove will descend upon your life and make you whole. 

refrain Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. (2x) 

v. 2 O come and sing this song with gladness as your hearts are filled with joy. 
Lift your hands in sweet surrender to his name. 
O give him all your tears and sadness; give him all your years of pain, 
and you’ll enter into life in Jesus’ name. 

refrain Jesus, O Jesus, come and fill your lambs. (2x) 
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “March in C” Henry Purcell 
 

Worship Participants 
 Gift of Music: Les Johnson 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Elder: Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music: Dan Ritter 
 Audio & Video Recording: Andy Bixler 
 Video Editing: James Bordewick 

  



Centering Prayer 
 

Loving God, you have led us to this place, not to shield us from heartache and the pain of human 
life, but to heal us and inspire us, to gently redirect us, till we see the world as you do and love 
it with your love. 

Humbly in your sight we come together God: grant us now the blessing of your presence here. 
These, our hearts, are yours: we give them to you God: purify our love to make it like your own. 
These, our eyes, are yours; we give them to you O God: may we always see your world as with your 

sight. 
These, our hands, are yours; we give them to you God: give them strength and skill to do our work 

for you. 
These our feet, O God, are yours; we give them to you: may we walk along the path of life with 

you. 
These, our lips, our tongues, are yours; we give them to you, Lord: may we speak your healing 

words of life and truth. 
These, our ears, are yours; we give them to you God: open them to hear your words of guidance.  
Our whole selves are yours; we give them to you, God: take our lives now and keep us yours for 

evermore. 
Let us know pray the prayer Jesus taught his disciples: 
Lord’s Prayer  

Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

Prayer resource: Iona Abbey Worship Book, pp. 155, 197. 

  



 

Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, January 10 – Baptism of the Lord 
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Sunday, January 17  
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Jan. 17th New Adult Ed Opportunity, 9am on zoom with Pastor Nancy 
We finished Adam Hamilton's book, Incarnation and now we will be moving into a new conversation for 
this new year with Ibram X. Kendi's bestselling, award-winning book, How to be an Antiracist. Professor 
Kendi makes the point that it is not enough to say "I'm not a racist", but to recognize the need for 
specifically "antiracist" thinking, acting and policy-making. We'll be starting with the first two short 
chapters, pp. 1-23 and meet on zoom. If you would like more information, please email Pastor Nancy, 
nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu. As Kendi's books are quite available online and in stores please feel 
free to obtain your own copy. If you would like Pastor Nancy to plan a copy for you, please let her know. 

 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Adult Bible Study venue will no longer be at the John Wesley 
Room in response to Bishop Ough’s appeal. Watch out for new procedures about this gathering. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of 
God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God 
loves all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


