
 
December 20, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.  

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “’Twas in the Moon of Wintertime” arr. Joseph Martin 
 

Call to Worship Les & Jan Johnson 
Voice 1: We are worshipers who expect the impossible. 
Voice 2: We will conceive possibilities that have yet to be manifest. 
Voice 1: We can’t deny that our lives bear brokenness and beauty. 
Voice 2: We can’t be silent about the Mighty One who has done great things for us. 
Voice 1: We can’t sing the melody of the status quo when God has given us a new song. 
Voice 2: We will believe that nothing shall be impossible with God. 

 

Hymn #215 “To a Maid Engaged to Joseph” 

v. 1 To a maid engaged to Joseph, the angel Gabriel came. 
“Fear not,” the angel told her, “I come to bring good news, 
good news I come to tell you, good news, I say, good news. 

v. 2 “For you are highly favored by God the Lord of al, 
who even now is with you. You are on earth most blest, 
you are most blest, most blessed, God choose you, you are blest!” 

v. 3 But Mary was most troubled to hear the angel’s word.  
What was the angel saying? It troubled her to hear, 
to hear the angel’s message, it troubled her to hear. 

v. 4 “Fear not, for God is with you, and you shall bear a child. 
His name shall be called Jesus, God’s offspring from on high. 
And he shall reign forever, forever reign on high.” 

v. 5 “How shall this be?” said Mary, “I am not yet a wife.” 
The angel answered quickly, “The power of the Most High 
will come upon you shortly, your child will be God’s child.” 

v. 6 As Mary heard the angel, she wondered at his words. 
“Behold, I am your handmaid,” she said unto her God. 
“So be it; I am ready according to your word.” 

 

Opening Prayer Andy Bixler 

O come to us, abide with us, our Lord, Emmanuel! God with us, You came to us long 
ago as a helpless babe, as one in need of human love and care. You taught us how to 
love and care for one another. Help us to hold on to childlike wonder, amazement, 
and love, and help us to love one another all year long. Guide our feet into the way of 



peace, as only the Prince of Peace can lead us, by laying down our lives for one 
another and serving one another. In the name of Christ, Emmanuel, God with Us, we 
pray. Amen. 

 

Hymn of Preparation #2090 “Advent Song” 

v. 4 Light the Advent candle, four: Think of joy forevermove; 
Christ Child in a stable born, gift of love that Christmas morn. 

refrain Candle, candle, burning bright, shining in the cold winter night; 
candle, candle, burning bright, fill our hearts with Christmas light. 

 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Les & Jan Johnson 

(Reference: 2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 & Luke 1:26-38) 

Reader One: We live on the brink every day. We stand on the threshold between this world 
and the next one. We live and move between the ordinary and divine, between 
the mundane and the mystery. Too often, we forget to look up and see the 
angels in our living room. We forget that the love we give and live is a sign of 
eternity, God with us, right now. We forget that company is coming. 

Reader Two: Luke tells us that God’s favor came to a girl, an ordinary girl. It might have been 
you or your daughter; it might have been the girl down the street or your 
grandchild. But the messenger of God came and greeted her and said, “The Lord is 
with you.” What a gift and a promise: Emmanuel, God is with us. 

Reader One: We light these candles with peace in our hearts for the promise of proximity, the 
nearness of God. Even when we forget to listen, to lean into that presence, God 
is as close as our own breath. This, in a confused and confusing world, is a peace 
that passes all understanding. It is the peace that knows that company is 
coming. 

Response: O Come, O Come Emmanuel (4th stanza)  

O come, thou root of Jesse’s tree, an ensign of thy people be; 
before thee rulers silent fall; all peoples on thy mercy call. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel. 

 

Gift of Song  “Mary Had a Baby” Spiritual 
Les Johnson, soloist 

 

Scripture Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV) Andy Bixler 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Meditation “Would you be willing to be like Mary?” Pastor Riva 
 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 

  



Hymn #234 “O Come, All Ye Faithful” 

v. 1 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye, to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold him, born the king of angels; 

refrain O come let us adore him, O come let us adore him, 
O come let us adore him, Christ the Lord. 

v. 2 True God of true God, Light from Light Eternal, 
lo, he shuns not the Virgin’s womb; 
Son of the Father, begotten, not created; 

refrain  

v. 3 Sing, choirs of angels, sing in exhultation;  
O sing, all ye citizens of heaven above! 
Glory to God, all glory in the highest. 

refrain  

v. 4 See how the shepherds, summoned to his cradle, 
leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze; 
we too will thither bend our joyful footsteps; 

refrain  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “The King Shall Come” arr. Michael Burkhardt 
 

 

Worship Participants 
 Advent Candle Lighting: Les & Jan Johnson 
 Readers: Andy Bixler, Les & Jan Johnson, 
 Gift of Song: Les Johnson 
 

Worship Team 
 Lead Pastor: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Elder: Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music: Dan Ritter 
 Audio & Video Recording: Andy Bixler 
 Video Editing: James Bordewick 

 
  



Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
Holy, Adventing God, 
In Mary of Nazareth, you know the waiting,  
In Joseph of Nazareth, you know the wanting,  
In our bodies, we await and want with you again this year. 
For you are the Holy One of Lingering Light  

and “Luminous Darkness”. 
Today we recognize the depth of the dark 
We honor the changing of the season in which the longest  

nights begin to turn.  
But let us not get there too quickly. 
Let us refuse this rush of filling our lives  

with distractions and artificial light. 
May we find in these long dark nights a place to heal,  

dream, imagine and offer ourselves to becoming more  
who you created us to be. 

Let us “wait and listen for the sound of the genuine in  
ourselves.” (Thurman) 

For we trust that you are “up to something in the pitch  
black nights of our lives,  
in the wombs of our own souls and being.”   

May we trust that through your presence we are being  
born anew each day. 

So God of Dark and Light, 
We grieve for those not at our table, or by our sides, 
 even as we hope that the end of this pandemic  

struggle is in sight, on the horizon. 
Help us to wait in good faith--for that time when we will be  

receiving our vaccines.   
There will be those able to begin soon,  

who are vulnerable, or essential workers,  
the ones at greatest risk.  

Some of us may be part of these groups,  
Others of us will need to wait and continue to wait  

for the common good of our siblings here in the US  
and those in other nations too. 

Yet we know that in the meantime,  
there will be those who become infected,  
hopefully without complications,  
but also those who will become incapacitated.  

We know the death-toll will continue daily,  
as well as the suffering of job losses, self-harm,  
homelessness and poverty. 

We cry out, “How long O God?”  “Have you forsaken us?” 
We are waiting, we are wanting! 
But you are the “God who is with us”, Emmanuel. 
 
As we wait, open our servant-hearts  



to love our neighbors enough  
to not spread this disease to them.  

Help us to partner with medical professionals and  
front-line workers as we wash our hands,  
physically distance, and wear our masks.  

Move our hearts to cry with and stay by the side of those  
devalued and disregarded by society. 

Embolden our steps towards befriending and sacrificing  
so that our actions lead to a better and  
more hopeful future. 

Help us to remember that “Human life is one, and all  
people are members one of another.” (Thurman) 

For some wild reason, you continue to choose us,  
 to use us,  
Because Your kin-dom is radically welcoming,  

inclusive, and hospitable. 
Because You are Love.  You are Hope. You are Peace. 
May we “come alive” this Advent,  

even in the depths of darkness. 
 

Now as people of faith, may we join together in the prayer Jesus taught his disciples,  
 
Resources: 

1. Minnesota Annual Conference of the UMC: 
https://www.minnesotaumc.org/newsdetail/interfaith-leaders-offer-pandemic-prayer-14813416 

2. Methodist Federation for Social Action, “Devotional for the Third Sunday of Advent, Dec 13, 2020”,  by Yeo Jin 
Yun, https://www.mfsaweb.org/news/2020-advent-devotion-3 

3. Howard Thurman, The Luminous Darkness  (1965, 2014) https://www.amazon.com/Luminous-Darkness-
Howard-Thurman/dp/0944350070 

4. “Starry Black Night: A Womanist Advent Devotional” in  Unbound, 
https://justiceunbound.org/starryblacknight/ 

  



 

Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, December 20 – Fourth Sunday of Advent  
9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

 

Monday, December 21  
6:00 p.m. Meditation on Lament (FB) 

 

Thursday, December 24 – Christmas Eve 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 

 

Sunday, December 27  
10:00 a.m. Joint Worship – Minnesota UMC 

 

Wednesday, December 30  
6:00 p.m. Charge Conference - Zoom 

 

Church Office Closed: The church office will be closed from Christmas Eve through New Year’s 
Day. Martha will be back in the office January 5. 
 

"Hope Made Real"--please join us for worship on Sunday Dec. 27th, 10 a.m., when we have the 
opportunity to share in an online MN Annual Conference collaborative worship service. In the 
service, made recently as part of the Christmas season, we will hear the stories of real hope shared 
by our District Superintendents, as well as uplifting music from congregations and musicians 
across the state. We will have the worship link ready to share next week, in the congregational 
email for Dec. 27th, as well as on our FaceBook page. Worshipping this way can give us a sense of 
the wider UMC in MN, as well as hear the diverse stories and experiences of some of our Annual 
Conference leaders. 
 

Gift Shop: If you wish to buy items from the church gift shop contact Pat Good (651-348-6688). 
These items can be picked up on Wednesday mornings at 11 A.M. 
 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: Adult Bible Study venue will no longer be at the John Wesley 
Room in response to Bishop Ough’s appeal. Watch out for new procedures about this gathering. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of 
God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God 
loves all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


