
BREAKING BARRIERS: A Reconciling Sunday Sermon 
 
Acts 2:14-21 (Joel 2:28-32) 
 
THIS (Coming of the Spirit at Pentecost) is what was spoken 

through the prophet Joel:  
 
In the last days, God says, 
I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
    Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 
    Your young will see visions. 
    Your elders will dream dreams. 
    Even upon my servants, men and women, 
        I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
        and they will prophesy. 
I will cause wonders to occur in the heavens above 
    and signs on the earth below, 
        blood and fire and a cloud of smoke. 
The sun will be changed into darkness, 
    and the moon will be changed into blood, 
        before the great and spectacular day of the Lord comes. 
And everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

 
 
Reconciling Churches: The Legacy of Persistent Faith and 
Justice 
 
Dear fellow Reconciling United Methodists, I am Izzy Alvaran, RMN 
organizer in the Western Jurisdiction and the North Central 
Jurisdiction. On behalf of Reconciling Ministries Network, I would 
like to offer you our gratitude and joy on your Reconciling Sunday 
celebration. Your steadfast witness as a Reconciling Church 
inspires other parts of our Reconciling movement. 



 
I believe that Reconciling Churches carries a legacy of both 
persistent faith and justice. We have a legacy of breaking barriers 
to bring about inclusion and justice. Our Scripture and history as 
people of faith have some watershed, barriers-breaking moments. 
 
From the Hebrew Scriptures we read of the exodus of freed slaves 
from Egypt. We also know of the moral courage of the prophets. In 
the Gospels we see Jesus crossing traditional boundaries and 
breaking all convention to reach out to all who have been 
marginalized. Today we look at what happened during the 
Pentecost celebration after the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
This is a barrier-breaking watershed moment which biblical 
scholars and church historians refer to as the birth of the church. 
 
Breaking Barriers sounds very subversive. In the context of our 
Scriptural passage and the legacy of the prophets and apostles, I 
dare say we are being invited to engage in nothing less than the 
proclamation of a barriers-breaking Gospel. This is a subversive 
enterprise. 
 
As a Reconciling movement, we celebrate Pride and Stonewall – 
the uprising of LGBTQ persons resisting discrimination and 
breaking the barriers of the separate us because of differences in 
sexual orientation, gender identities, and gender expressions. We 
celebrate every Reconciling church and community, and individuals 
as we collectively strive to break the barriers of exclusion in our 
denomination.  
 
All these events and movements are legacies of a persistent faith – 
faith that justice will always prevail over all forms of discrimination. 
This brings into light our own baptismal covenant. This is our own 
pledge at every baptism: That we will resist evil, injustice, and 



oppression in whatever forms they present themselves. IN 
WHATEVER FORMS THEY PRESENT THEMSELVES. No 
excuses. Full stop. 
 
What does our biblical passage today say about breaking 
barriers? 
 
Pentecost, a harvest festival, is celebrated 50 days after the 
Passover feast. You remember that Jesus commemorated 
Passover in Jerusalem before he was betrayed and murdered. The 
disciples were in hiding since then, even after experiencing the 
risen Christ. 
 
During Pentecost, the disciples where in Jerusalem, at a time when 
so many people from around the known world were gathered, both 
Jews and gentiles alike. Emboldened to preach the good news that 
Jesus is alive and that we are called to be in community to help the 
poor and in need, the apostles came out of their closets of fear and 
doubt, and with courage engaged the people gathered for the 
Pentecost feast. They were no longer afraid of the Roman 
authorities and the Temple leadership. 
 
Let us focus on Peter’s sermon. We need to take note that our text, 
the opening of Peter’s sermon, is actually a citation of from the 
book of the Prophet Joel 2:28-32.  
 
Many scholars say that Joel was a prophet after the exile of Israel 
in Babylon. It was a prophetic ministry at a time when Israel was 
rebuilding its Temple and starting anew. It was a difficult time. 
Similar to our time today. 
 
While Joel might have seen their hardship as a punishment from 
God – a common narrative in Scripture – God’s response is one of 



grace and empowerment, that of breaking barriers that separated 
people from each other. 
 
The barriers that needed breaking during Joel’s time and that of 
Peter’s are similar. The writer of this Acts text made a good 
comparison of both, setting the stage for the advent of the Spirit. 

 
It is in this confluence of events and people that the Spirit 
made her grand entrance to start the work of BREAKING 
BARRIERS! 
 
What do we know of this work from our texts, both in Acts and 
Joel? 
 

1. Breaking Barriers is an act of the Spirit – we are 
instruments 

 
- It is not my role to change people’s hearts and minds, that is 

the work of the Spirit of God. Our role is to be vessels or 
instruments – to respond to the call of God and to show up, to 
be present and tell our stories of faith: persistence, resistance, 
resilience. 
 

- Have you shared with others why you’re in a Reconciling 
church? Have you shared with others why it is important to 
you that the church open wide its doors to all of God’s 
children – people of color, the poor and unhoused, the hungry 
and thirsty, the sick and incarcerated, the undocumented 
strangers in our land, people of all ages and abilities, and yes, 
LGBTQ persons? 

 
- As sacraments of God’s amazing grace, we need to show up. 

We need to be seen and be present. We need to tell our 



stories. Then let the Spirit flow from our experiences to touch 
the lives of others and offer them a heart strangely warmed. 

 
- Remember, it is not by our power or by our might that change 

happens. It is by the power of the Spirit. 
 

2. Breaking Barriers is rooted in faith and hope 
 

- The apocalyptic signs in our text recall the same signs that 
accompanied the deliverance of the Hebrew slaves from 
Egypt: blood, fire, and a cloud of smoke, sun and moon are 
blotted out. This sounds really scary, but the reason they are 
mentioned in apocalyptic writings is to draw hope and faith for 
people who do not have anywhere else to go but God. 
Indeed, it is difficult to appreciate light if we don’t know what it 
is like to be deprived of it. 
 

- The apostles were in hiding because of what could befall 
them as followers of the Nazarene who was crucified. I am 
sure Peter was still in anguish because of his own denial of 
knowing Jesus. But at this time, they were given hope and an 
extra ounce of faith to come out of their own closets and be 
imbued by the Spirit – like fire that dwelt upon them and 
burned brightly as they preached the Good News of inclusion. 

 
- Engaging with this act of the Spirit invites us to remain hopeful 

that deliverance is coming. Even in the midst of uncertainty 
and doubt, we are invited to resist and persist! Proudly, they 
proclaimed that EVERYONE who calls on the name of the 
Lord will be saved! Now, that is breaking down barriers! 

 
3. Breaking Barriers is Intersectional in Scope 

 



- The gift of the Spirit’s anointment and power is inclusive – “I 
will pour out my Spirit on ALL people! ALL PEOPLE! No 
exceptions. 
 

- Peter and the early church lives at a time when patriarchy was 
the norm. Well, it still is! It is structured to privilege males over 
females, the older over the younger, the rich over the poor, 
the masters over the slaves. But Peter, citing the text from the 
Prophet Joel, broke that barrier.  

 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy. 

      Your young will see visions. 
      Your elders will dream dreams. 
      Even upon my servants, men and women, 
          I will pour out my Spirit in those days, 
          and they will prophesy. 
 

- What is this like? This is: 
like the struggles of Israel to rebuild after exile in Babylon 
like the early beginnings of the church in Jerusalem 
like the activism of the LGBTQ community and the uprising at 
Stonewall,  
like the witness of the civil rights movement in the United 
States 
like the Black Live Matter movement 
like the LGBTQ movement in society today 
like the Reconciling movement in the United Methodist 
Church. 
like you and your congregation! 

 
These are some of the legacies of a persistent faith, never 
cowering in the face of injustice and oppression. Ever moving 
forward with hope. THIS IS OUR LEGACY, THIS IS OUR CALL! 



 
Let us go therefore and be instruments of the Spirit’s task to break 
barriers and heal all creation once again. Amen! 
 


