
Text: Matthew 25:14-30  NRSV 

Message: Faith and Risks…do they go together? Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation 
of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Our passage morning talks about ‘talents’...a monetary unit during the time that the Scripture was 
written. I looked back at my previous sermon notes, 1 talent amounts to a little more than $1.4 
million…the paycheck for roughly 15 years of a minimum wage earner. In our context, a talent is a 
person’s ability…but more than that, it becomes a gauge of a person’s extra-ordinariness. This passage is 
interpreted in different ways. For some religious traditions, this passage is one of the bases of the 
‘prosperity gospel’. Roughly explained, prosperity gospel is the theological belief that if a person has 
more in life, finances, health, and/or properties, he/she is blessed by God. I personally find this 
problematic because if God does this, then God is not fair and looks at people differently. Another 
problematic part of this is that the prosperity gospel negates the message of the Jesus’ Beatitudes – 
especially when he said, ‘blessed are the poor’. But I can also see the reasoning behind this passage that 
can be interpreted as prosperity, because verses 21-23 talked about the slaves who were given five and 
two talents were rewarded because they were deemed trustworthy. Then the third slave who was given 
one talent was punished in the worst imaginable way as stated in verse 30.  

Growing up this passage was used to encourage folks to be involved in the ministries of the church or 
congregation. Looking back, I feel like this was a way of scaring people to take part in the ministries of 
the church. I would not be surprised if this passage was used during the colonization and early 
propagation of Christianity to ‘encourage’ the people to commit to this religious belief. Let me assure 
you that as your pastor, I will not use this passage into guilt-tripping you to take part of our 
congregation’s ministries, but I will be delighted if you decide to. 

Through the years, the focus of this passage has always been how the first two slaves who were good at 
investing and making the talents that were given to them. They made wise decisions of making the 
profit of the talents. But if I am to read this passage in today’s context, with how the stock market is 
behaving, I would think that the wise slave will be the third one, because he did not take risks, he took 
a safe action. Imagine if the first two slaves lost in their investments? Would they still be seen as good 
and trustworthy slaves? I don’t think so. And since I do not have any plans of rewriting the Scripture, I 
will leave the story at where it is. Especially in the uncertainty of our times. I am no expert with the 
stock market, but I would like to offer different perspectives that we can draw from this passage. The 
first two slaves will still get the limelight, but this time, I would like to shift the focus from looking at 
their rewards to a different aspect.  

As I read this passage, I am drawn to the reflection of looking at God’s generosity in the passage. Like 
the slaves, God gives us the responsibility of managing different resources. I will not dwell in the 
thought that God chooses the responsibility that is given to people. The main target of this perspective 
is God’s generosity. What are we doing about it? For example, the natural resources that is before us. 
What do we do about God’s creation? Are we like the two slaves who are managing God’s gift or are we 
the third slave who do nothing about the resources that are left to our care? Or even worse is we 
consume it incessantly. Although of course in the Scripture, the third slave did not do that. The 
resources were actually buried, nothing done to it.  

Another interesting perspective that I discovered in this passage is looking at how we react to the needs 
that is before us. We are living in a time where we are aware of the scarcity that is happening in our 
midst – personally or socially. The psychology theorist Abraham Maslow proposed the ‘hierarchy of 



needs’ of humans. This theory explains why humans are never contented or is always looking for 
something more. In a way, this is also why we think that we do not have enough. By looking closely at 
the action of the third slave, it is easy to conclude that he was coming from a place of anxiety about the 
resource that he was called to manage. It was not enough, therefore he cannot take the risk. I look at 
his action as a reflection of his fears of not having enough. This brings me to the action of the two other 
slaves. When they invested the resources that were given to them, it looked like they focused on the 
generosity of the master, and this encouraged them to make something out of that. Fortunately, they 
prospered. Clearly, they were not bound by the thinking that the ‘talents’ that were given to them are 
not enough.  

As I reflect on this, it brings me to the parallelism of this passage to God’s grace and how abundantly 
God has given it to all of us. I will always say this, God’s grace is overflowing for all of us. In 2 
Corinthians 12:9, Paul quoted what God told him – ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made 
perfect in weakness’ when he was feeling that he was not enough. In our passage, the master is God, 
who has generously showered us with grace. And I would like to invite you to look at the reaction of the 
first two slaves. I would like to invite you to look at us as the slaves who were given resources to 
manage. Now it is up to us if we will operate under the anxiety of ‘not having enough’ like what the 
third slave did, or to be like the first two slaves, who worked in the frame of mind of having enough.  

November is stewardship month in most churches, because this is the time that our congregation looks 
at how we will manage our financial resources through budgeting. As a PK, I have witnessed how 
members in different churches cringe when the word stewardship is mentioned. That was pre-
pandemic times, that was the so-called normal times. Can you imagine how difficult it is to discuss 
stewardship drive in the pandemic? The challenging times when wherever we look, we see the financial 
effects of the pandemic? A time when a lot of people lost their means to earn? A time when we can feel 
the actual effects of scarcity? There was a point when I asked, ‘wouldn’t it be insensitive for the church 
to send the packets and ask for people’s pledges in the time of pandemic’? In my meditation and 
reflection, I was brought to this passage, and thought about a couple of things, God’s abundant grace 
and what are we doing about it. I personally think that if we are anxious about the scarcity of our 
resources, whether it is during the pandemic or not, we are discounting the abundance of God’s grace 
for all of us. But I want to be clear that this is not a suggestion for to ignore the financial responsibilities 
in order to feel that we have enough. Nor this is an invitation for all of us to spend and consume 
excessively. This is an invitation for all of us to focus on God’s grace for us, but still be responsible 
individuals.  

My challenge for all of us is to shift the core of our thinking and our actions from the not enough 
mentality to having enough of God’s grace for all of us. This calls us to examine our faith in the midst of 
the risks that are on our way. And hopefully, with our faith in God’s grace for us, we can surpass the 
scarcity mentality. Taking risks requires faith in order for us to surpass the anxieties that we see and 
experience in our world today. But God is always with us, and I believe that if we always remember that, 
and also not forget how God’s grace is generously offered to us, we will all be okay. Everything will be 
okay. In all of the risks, we need to have the faith that God’s love for all of us will help us survive 
everything. May it be so. Amen.  


