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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

Love is a very profound and complicated word. There are many different ways how we express it. 
We express love with making others feel special, but there is also a term called tough love, where 
we express love in ways that makes others feel uncomfortable. Today, we are remembering those 
dear to our hearts, and in doing so, we remember them with fondness and love. Our text this 
morning talks about love that God has given us. And as children of God – created in God’s image, 
we are expected to embody that love to each other and to everything that encompassed God’s 
creation. Allow me to offer three perspectives in reflecting on this passage.  

We are all God’s children. This perspective offers a broad definition of God’s love. As God’s 
children, we belong to the family where God is the head. In this family, we are all siblings. As I 
analyze the family structure, I am blown away with what it means to a broader mindset. If we are 
to examine familial structure, there are a few interesting facts that I have discovered. For animals 
in the wilderness, family means being part of a pack (like wolves), and while it is unclear how they 
think of their own roles, they are known to be committed to their pack – to the point of giving up 
one’s life to protect the pack. Other animals like the birds, does not need any affiliation when they 
need to function as a family especially during migration. They just come together to accomplish a 
specific task – to move to a place where they will all live, survive and flourish. With the humans – 
there are specific means of becoming a part of the family – you have to either be born in, married 
to or adopted to it. When a family is gathered and a guest is present, it is obvious who the family 
members are and who is not. Unlike the animals that I have mentioned earlier, the human family 
is different in the sense that love is expressed in different ways. Love can be expressed in 
endearing ways, we go out of our ordinary ways to make our family member feel it. In other cases, 
we have to take actions that might hurt our love ones, but we do it to make sure that they are 
protected and not harmed. For parents with younger children, this may come in forms of 
discipline like time out, grounding, facing the wall and many years ago, whooping or smacking. In 
some cases, if the children needed to show tough love for parents when roles have reversed, 
cutting off the relationship is a form of love. We use tough love to our family members to show 
our concern for them, bt we get hurt with these actions too.  

In the church setting, because of our proximity with each other, we have a tendency to become 
one extended family. My parents were church workers (father is a pastor, mother is a Christian 
Education deaconess) we moved in places that are far from both my paternal and maternal 
relatives. Because of this, the members of the churches that my parents were appointed have 
become our family, for many reasons, one being because we celebrate special holidays with them. 
There are churches that have witnessed milestones in my family. I was baptized in the church 
where my parents were appointed and my godparents were members of the church, and some of 
our friends and families who came to the church, same with my siblings. In this family structure, 
it can give any one the warm feeling of belongingness, but it also gives a person the feeling of 
being an outsider. Unfortunately, for someone who feels like an outsider in the family, it will take 
a long time before he or she feels the belongingness. This then brings me to the reflection that 
sometimes the family structure can be a way for people not to feel welcomed to stay. But there 
should be a space to turn that around. If there are requirements to be part of a human family, our 
passage calls us to be part of God’s family. The difference is that there are no requirements to 
become part of God’s family. Everyone and everything are welcome in God’s family.  



The next perspective that I would like to offer is God’s love sanctifies us. John Wesley offered that 
sanctification is God’s grace which invites us to Christian perfection. In the Methodist tradition, 
sanctification is the intersection of a person’s relationship with God through Jesus and how this 
relationship is reflected to how we relate to others, hopefully reflecting God’s love, also called as 
social holiness. In simpler terms, this is how do wee embody God’s love for us by sharing that love 
to the world. This too, is in conjunction to how we exhibit God’s image to the people around us. 
Understanding of the gospel of Jesus has become controversial nowadays in the sense that there 
are different ways of interpreting the Scripture which leads to the differences in understanding its 
message. One perfect example of this is the word pure and purify. The goal for us Christians is 
clear, as beings created in God’s image, God’s purity should be embodied in us. Our present times 
have a different definition of purity. Purity has always been synonymous to whiteness and 
cleanliness. This is why in history, whiteness has been considered more superior than any darker 
shades. Which I think is also the basis why Jesus and the rest of the people in the Bible stories 
have been depicted as white folks even though where they lived geographically says that they are 
actually brown and almost black people. We are forgetting the essence of purity that comes from 
God, is not of the color or cleanliness but how we make ourselves pure in the eyes of God. How 
are we making our hearts pure before God? Is praying enough? Is reading the Bible enough? How 
about how we deal with people? How about the question of how do people see God in us? Are 
being channels of God’s love and grace to other people or to God’s creation?  

Thirdly, let us expand the communion of saints in our midst. We are remembering our dear ones 
who have passed on. We remember them with fondness. We remember not only our beloveds 
who have gone before us, but also those who have lost their lives because of tragedies, wars, 
illnesses, violence and those whose lives ended because of CoVid. In their passing, they are saints 
– not the kind that needed to be canonized in the Vatican or needed to have a festival or a 
sculpture. We call the saints because we know that as children of God, and they are with God. In 
essence, we are all saints like them, because we are all children of God and God is with us. But we 
set aside a day to remember them and the legacy and memories that they have left behind. It is 
normal to feel the grief in these challenging and complicated times. It is normal to want to go 
under a blanket because grief. In all of these, do not forget that God is with us. As we virtually join 
this meal – let us take this time to purify ourselves in the eyes of God through self-examination, 
confession, and reconciliation with God and with each other. God’s invitation is for those who 
hunger and thirst, and everyone is welcome. As we remember the saints and what they have left 
behind, let us be reminded of our love for God and for others. May it be so. Amen.  
 


