
 
November 1, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

All Saints Sunday 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements  
Announcements  Pastor Riva 
Gifts from Memorials  Karen Schneider 

 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 

Prelude “When the Saints Go Marching In” arr. Bradley Sowash 
 

Call to Worship  
Voice 1: Ever living God, this day revives in us memories of loved ones who are no more. What 

happiness we shared when they walked among us. What joy, when, loving and being 
loved, we lived our lives together. 

Voice 2: Their memory is a blessing forever. 
Voice 1: Months or years may have passed, and still we feel near to them. Our hearts yearn for 

them. Though the bitter grief has softened, a duller pain abides; for the place where once 
they stood is empty now. The links of life are broken, but the links of love and longing 
cannot break. 

Voice 2: Their souls are bound up with ours forever. 
Voice 1: We see them now with the eye of memory, their faults forgiven, their virtues grown larger. 

So does goodness live and weakness fade from sight. We remember them with gratitude 
and bless their names. 

Voice 2: Their memory is a blessing forever. 
Voice 1: And we remember sharply the members who but yesterday were part of our congregation 

and community. To all who cared for us and for our families, we pay tribute. May we 
prove worthy of carrying on the tradition of Christian faith, for now the task is ours. 

Voice 2: Their souls are bound up with ours forever. 
Voice 1: We give you thanks that they now live and reign with you. As a great crowd of witnesses, 

they surround us with their blessings, and offer you hymns of praise and thanksgiving. 
 

Hymn #2207 “Lord, Listen to Your Children” 

On bended knee with needy hearts we come and pray,  
Lord, listen to your children.  
With willing hearts and open arms we come and pray. 
Lord, listen to your children.  
With simple words of heartfelt thanks we come. 
Believing in your promises, we come. 
On bended knee with needy hearts we come and pray,  
Lord, listen to your children, listen to your children. 

 
 

  



Opening Prayer Anita Thompson 
A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day 

(Written by Safiyah Fosua) 

We give you thanks, O God, for all the saints who ever worshiped you, 
whether in arbors or cathedrals, 
wooden churches or cement meeting houses. 

We give you thanks, O God, for hands lifted in praise: 
manicured hands and hands stained with grease or soil, 
strong hands and hands gnarled with age, holy hands. 

We thank you, God, for hardworking saints, 
whether hard-hatted or aproned, 
blue-collared or three-piece-suited. 

They left their mark for you, for us, for our children to come. 

Thank you for the sacrifices made by those who have gone before us. 
Bless the memories of your saints. 
May we learn how to walk wisely from their examples of faith, dedication, worship, and 
love. Amen.  

 

Gift of Song  “I Sing a Song of the Saints of God” Lesbia Scott/John H. Hopkins 
MethoDivas 

 

Scripture 1 John 3:1-3 (NRSV) Karen Schneider 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Meditation “Love for God...and for others” Pastor Riva 
 

Remembering the Saints  Bell: Rondine Mehling 
Michael Havelak 
Virginia Rennix  
Dorothy Eckstrom 
Lucille Anderson 
Evelyn Klein  
Grace Wiggen  
Gabriel Clark (Merle Jacobson’s great grandson)  
Mark Rumpsa 
Marjorie Victorin  

 

Hymn of Remembrance “Sing with All the Saints in Glory”  UMH#702 

v. 1 Sing with all the saints in glory, sing the resurrection song! 
Death and sorrow, earth’s dark story, to the former days belong. 
All around the clouds are breaking, soon the storms of time shall cease; 
in God’s likeness we, awaking, know the everlasting peace. 

v. 2 O what glory, far exceeding all that eye has yet perceived! 
Holiest hearts, for ages pleading, never that full joy conceived. 
God has promised, Christ prepares it, there on high our welcome waits. 
Every humble spirit shares it; Christ has passed th’eternal gates. 

v. 3 Life eternal! heaven rejoices: Jesus lives, who once was dead. 
Join we now the deathless voices; child of God, lift up your head! 
Patriarchs from the distant ages, saints all longing for their heaven, 
prophets, psalmists, seers, and sages, all await the glory given. 



v. 4 Life eternal! O what wonders crowd on faith; what joy unknown,  
when, amidst earth’s closing thunders, saints shall stand before the throne! 
O to enter that bright portal, see that glowing firmament; 
know, with thee, O God Immortal, “Jesus Christ whom thou has sent!” 

 

The Great Thanksgiving  
Affirmation of Faith   Our Social Creed (2016 Book of Resolutions)  

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of 
creation. We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, 
and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its 
preservation, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. 

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, 
marriage, and the family. 

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the 
aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the 
rights and dignity of all persons. 

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good 
of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the 
rights to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible 
consumption; and in the elimination of economic and social distress. 

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law 
among nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world. 

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and 
gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.  

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Let us pray:  
I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you will, place me with whom you 
will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. Let me be put to work for you or set aside for 
you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. Let me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all 
things, let me have nothing. I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and 
service. 
And now, O wonderful and holy God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are mine, 
and I am yours. So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, Let it also be 
made in heaven. Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 



 

Hymn #2073 “Celebrate Love” 

Refrain Celebrate love, love, love. Celebrate love, love, love. 
Celebrate love so amazing. He’s creating his wonderful love in you. 

v. 1 We can celebrate his love today. Jesus loves everyone. 
We can celebrate new life today. Jesus loves everyone. 

Refrain  

v. 2 We can sing about his love for us. Jesus loves everyone. 
He is living here inside of us. Jesus loves everyone. 

Refrain  
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “For All the Saints” Vaughan Williams/arr. Robert Hobby 
 
 

Thank you to our Worship Team 

 Pastors: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Reader: Karen Schneider 
 Music Leaders: Music Director – Dan Ritter 
  MethoDivas – Naomi Jones, Kari Trench, Joanie Bixler, Stacy 

Johnson, Aza Donnelly 
 Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 

 

Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
A Prayer Meditation for All Saints Day 

Everbearing, ever-faithful God 
Ancient One of mystery and promise,  
You invite us to discover you in the intimate places  

of ourselves and our lives.  
You invite us to explore with you the ambiguities of  

our humanity,  
in passionate and tender loving, 
in struggle and pain,  
in confusion and unknowing, 
in flashes of insight and humble wisdom.  

You also call us beyond ourselves to places of imagination,  
beyond the silent stars,  
in the deep rhythms of the ocean,  
in the unending cycles of day and night,  
the seasons of life and death.  

With all the saints and ancestors,  
with the seas and earth and sky,  
with plants, insects, animals and birds,  
with our friends and those unknown to us,  
with all creation  



we praise your boundless creativity,  
your image manifest in our diversity.  
 
As we follow the way of Jesus, our teacher, brother  

and north star, 
Let us learn of Christ in the depths of our hearts  

as we join our journey to his,  
From our birth, through life and through death to our  

rest and fulfillment in you, 
Help us learn to trust you and not cling too tightly, as  

we commit our lives unto your Spirit. 
 
Holy Spirit, enliven the Church for its mission;  
That we may be salt of the earth and light to the  

world.  
Breathe fresh life into your people.  
Give us power to behold Christ in word and action.  
Lead us into the practices of justice and peace;  
That we may respect one another in freedom and  

in truth.  
Awaken in us a sense of wonder as we come to see  

beauty in all things.    
As your church, may we act with integrity and  

courage.  
May we learn from our mistakes.   
May we repair the harm we and our ancestors have  

caused.   
Give grace to all those whose lives are linked with  

ours.   
May we serve Christ in one another, and love as he  

loves us. 
In his name and in the power of his Holy Spirit, 
Peace, shalom, Amen. 

 

 
 

Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, November 1 
9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live, Communion 

 

Tuesday, November 10 (Election Day 
6:30 p.m. Core Leadership Team (Zoom) 

 

Wednesday, November 4 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Sunday, November 8 
9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live 

 



Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it 
out for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot 
wait until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. 
This is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study is meeting at 9:30 am indoors in the John Wesley Room, 
wearing masks and socially distancing in chairs. For more information, contact Pastor Nancy at 
nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu. 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
 
  



 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  
and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of 
God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God 
loves all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual 
orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency/Pastor Contact Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


