
Text: Matthew 22:1-14   NRSV 

 

Message: It is election season…what are you going to do about it? Pastor Riva 

 

Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation of my 

heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer, and my refuge. Amen. 

I love going to weddings. In fact, I love planning weddings. I have planned some weddings myself. The 

meeting with the couple to talk about how they envision the wedding give me energy. In the Philippines, 

when the wedding invitation is printed and given, the motif/theme/color/dress code is mentioned. I am not 

sure how this came to be, but I understand that the couple would like to see coherence in the pictures. Hey, 

pictures especially digital pictures are the tangible memories that the couple and their invited guests will 

hold on to forever, especially if it was broadcasted in social media. In the one wedding that I attended here 

in 2016, there was no mention of what to wear. I simply wore a nice dress, put my make up on and curled 

my hair. I do not want to stick out like a sore thumb wearing a shirt and a pair of jeans, as how I would 

normally wear every day. According to bringmethenews.com, the national average cost of a wedding is 

$35,329, and in Minnesota, the average cost is $27,113. This figure only covers the wedding ceremony, it does 

not include honeymoon expenses. That’s almost a year in college. As a disclaimer, this is not to chastise any 

couple who wants to spend money in their wedding. My point is that weddings are special occasion that the 

couple and their families really spend their resources, efforts and energy into.  

Our passage this morning is no different from the wedding ceremonies and parties that we do today. The 

king wanted to celebrate his son’s wedding with lavishness. Imagine the rage of the king when his invitation 

was refused. It’s not easy to plan for a wedding and select the guests, only to be refused because the guests 

were busy with their lives. When my sister got married, we joked that her wedding was a ‘test of friendship’ 

event because it was held on a weekday, where people would have to go to work. I think that in the ancient 

and present times, the inviters expect that their invitation will automatically be accepted, because the 

guests of a wedding are carefully selected. We normally just don’t invite someone who we didn’t know to be 

part of our special day. Frankly, I can see the logic why in verse 7, the king did what he did – sent his troops, 

destroyed those murderers, and burned the city – because remember, there were invited guests who had the 

audacity to seize and kill his slaves. And since the banquet is ready, the king wanted the banquet to push 

through. Perhaps because the food was prepared, the wine was ordered and the king did not want it to all go 

to waste. So, he did the most practical thing, send his slaves to go to the main street, and invite every person 

that you see, even to the point of risking finding people who are inappropriate for an extravagant occasion.  

This brings me to reflect on the word election, a word that is very controversial and timely. Just to clarify, 

whatever I say about your choice of candidate does not have any bearing at all because I am not an 

American citizen, and as a foreigner, I cannot endorse any candidate, otherwise, there will be legal 

implications. Merriam-webster.com has three definitions on this word: 1 – an act or process of electing/the 

fact of being elected, 2 – the right, power, or privilege of making a choice, and 3 – predestination to eternal 

life. The first two are obviously secular definitions, and the power is in us, the people. People elect officials 

for different reasons: 1 – to make their/our lives comfortable and prosperous, 2 – to have a society that is 

equitable for its constituents. My prayer is that as the election is nearing in this country, for all people of 

God to vote for the person who will do whatever he/she can to lead this society as how this country should 

be best served. The third definition shifts the power of selection to God. There are Christian traditions or 

even religious organizations that believe that God has already chosen who will receive eternal life. John 

Calvin, the proponent of Calvinism theology which states that God has already chosen who will have eternal 

life. He also added that if you are not one of the chosen one, you have the option of becoming part of the 



chosen ones. This is the basis of some religious group, that you have to be part of their group to qualify for 

eternal life. I am using the word group in general terms. In my analysis of this passage, I look at the first 

batch of invitees. They were chosen by the king but refused the invitation. Looking at it in Matthew’s 

historical lens, the elected race is the people of Israel but have refused to follow God’s lead – as what we 

have seen in their complaints in Exodus. Allegorically, God is the king, Jesus Christ is the son, the refusal of 

the guests to celebrate is the people of ancient Israel’s refusal to acknowledge Jesus’ being one with God. In 

today’s secular context, we can also connect predestination to the differentiation that our society 

unfortunately foster, sins that humankind are committing. Some of the more apparent evidences of it are 

racism/ethnocentrism or even xenophobia, sexism – where male is considered a dominant genderism, 

heterosexism – when we think that being straight is better than an LGBTQ to the point of homophobia, and 

even to the thought that humans are superior than the rest of God’s creation and because of this, we abuse 

our natural resources.  

As an illumination, the United Methodist Church does not follow the Calvinism theology. We embrace the 

theology that John Wesley offers, which is God gifted grace to everyone and everything. No one is excluded 

in this grace we simply have to accept this gift, how hard is that?   So how does this make sense to us who 

do not embrace predestination? I would think that we can consider ourselves as the second batch of guests 

that the king invited. We are the ones who the slaves found in the main street and was invited, yes, we too, 

are good and bad. But as we become part of God’s banquet, there are certain expectations for us. Like in any 

wedding parties that we go to, we are to observe certain etiquettes so that the celebration will be enjoyed by 

everyone in the party. But this does not mean that we have to dress nicely and expensively to go to church. 

But we are invited as how we are. There’s a caveat to this, though,  when we were invited to God’s banquet 

of grace and love, we are expected to be God and Jesus’ hands and feet in the world…now. What does this 

mean? For me, this simply means that we will do everything that we can to share God’s love, grace and 

redemption to the world, whether they deserve this or not. We have to listen to what the Spirit is calling us 

to do to serve God’s people – not only those who are members of this faith circle.  

Today is Bible Sunday, and more than the rite of passage of Avery receiving her first Bible, we are gathered 

physically and virtually to continue the celebration in God’s banquet of love and grace…I said continue 

because this banquet party never stops. We are expected to be good examples of faith for Avery and all of 

the younger members of our congregation. They should see in us God’s expectations for us – to be channels 

of love, grace, redemption and justice to the world, no exemptions. The responsibility of doing what is 

expected of being true Christians is not just upon Avery’s parents, Mario and Tamra, her grandparents Bill 

and Karen, but to all of us who call ourselves Christians. And sometimes, we don’t need to really ‘tell’ her 

what to do, we just need to show her. This goes with the challenge that if Avery did not become a channel of 

God’s love to the people around her – that is on us, especially the Community UMC faith circle because this 

is Avery’s faith circle too. It is our responsibility to show her and the younger members of our congregation 

how to follow what God is expected of us.  

Perhaps you are asking, how is this connected to today’s election? You will soon vote, if you haven’t yet, and 

as you elect the next leaders of this country, you have expectations to the people that you are electing. So I 

guess you really have to think about and pray for whoever you will be voting, that they may be able to fit 

your expectations. In the same thread, God elected us to be part of this banquet of love and grace, but that 

doesn’t mean that we will just eat and party. We are to follow what is expected of us guests in this banquet. 

We have to be the best versions of ourselves – meaning Christians in the real essence of being followers of 

Christ to the world. Let’s think about this. This is indeed election season – both for the government leaders 

and for us (being elected by God), but our election season with God is continuous, so what are you going to 

do about it? May it be so. Amen.  


