
  
October 4, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

World Communion Sunday 
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 

 

Welcome and Announcements Pastor Riva 
 

Silent Meditation  (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 

 

Prelude “Come, Share the Lord”  Bryan Leech/arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Call to Worship Fred Carter 
Leader: Almighty God, from the ends of the earth you have gathered us around Christ’s holy table.  

People: We have come to feast together.  

Leader: Have mercy on your church, troubled and divided. 

ALL: RENEW US AND MAKE US ONE. AMEN.  
 

Hymn #546 “The Church’s One Foundation” 

v. 1 The church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord; 
we are his new creation by water and the Word; 
from heaven he came and sought us that we might ever be 
his living servant people, by his own death set free. 

v. 2 Called forth from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth; 
our charter of salvation: one Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name professing and at one table fed, 
to one hope always pressing, by Christ’s own Spirit led. 

v. 3 Though with a scornful wonder the world sees us oppressed, 
by schisms rent asunder, by heresies distressed, 
yet saints their watch are keeping; their cry goes up, “How long?” 
But soon the night of weeping shall be the morn of song. 

v. 4 Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war, 
we wait the consummation of peace forevermore; 
Till with the vision glorious our loving eyes are blest, 
and the great church victorious shall be the church at rest. 

v. 5 We now on earth have union with God the Three in One, 
and share through faith communion with those whose rest is won. 
Oh, happy ones, and holy! Lord give us grace that we 
like them, the meek and lowly, on high may dwell with thee. 

 



Opening Prayer Fred Carter 
O God, we join with our sisters and brothers around the world in remembering Christ’s 

sacrifice for us. For the opportunity to eat and drink together and for the life we have 

received, we give you thanks and praise. In the abundance of your many gifts, grant us 

grace to fill one another’s lives with love. Redeem, restore and remold us until we are 

made new. Transform our daily bread into the bread of life, and the cup that we drink 

into the cup of grace and mercy. We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.  

 

Children’s Moment  Pastor Riva 

 

Gift of Song  “Feed Us, Lord” Greg Scheer 
Andy Bixler, soloist 

 

Scripture Matthew 21:33-46 (NRSV) Fred Carter 
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 

Meditation “Are you with or against God?” Pastor Riva 
 

The Great Thanksgiving 

 

Affirmation of Faith  Our Social Creed (2016 Book of Resolutions)  

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, the Redeemer of 

creation. We believe in the Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, 

and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 

We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its 

preservation, enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. 

We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings of community, sexuality, 

marriage, and the family. 

We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, children, youth, young adults, the 

aging, and people with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the 

rights and dignity of all persons. 

We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory of God and the good 

of themselves and others and in the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the 

rights to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and responsible 

consumption; and in the elimination of economic and social distress. 

We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice and law 

among nations, and to individual freedom for all people of the world. 

We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and 

gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.  

 

Words of Institution  

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, and strengthen it in 

every nation and among every people to witness faithfully in your name. By your 

Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one with each other, and one 

in ministry to the world, remembering the weak, the voiceless, the discriminated, the 

cold and the hungry. Amen.  

 

  



Prayer of Thanksgiving 

I am no longer my own, but yours. 

Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 

Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 

Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 

Praised for you or criticized for you. 

Let me be full, let me be empty. 

Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 

I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and service. 

And now, O wonderful and holy God, 

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  

you are mine, and I am yours. 

So be it. And the covenant which I have made on earth, let it also be made in heaven. 

Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 

your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 

sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 

from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 

 

Hymn #2153 “I’m Gonna Live so God Can Use Me” 

v. 1 I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

v. 2 I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

v. 3 I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

v. 4 I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I’m gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Sonata in G, K. 477” Domenico Scarlatti 

 
 

Thank you to our Worship Team 

 Pastors: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Liturgist: Fred Carter 
 Music Leaders: Music Director – Dan Ritter 
  Singer – Andy Bixler 
 Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 

  



Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 

Gracious God, 

 We are grateful this day for bountiful beauty. For the golden boughs above us, swirling leaves 
along the sidewalks, pumpkins on front porches, and light of the full moon softening the night 
sky. 

 We pray today from our journey in the wilderness. May we remember what our spiritual 
ancestors learned when they were hungry, tired, and thirsty (see Pastor Nancy’s sermon last 
Sunday). 

 Help us take life one day at a time. 

 May we recall, that there’s enough for the day, and enough is enough.  

 Encourage us to focus on abundance, rather than scarcity and resist hoarding. 

 When we cling to resentment, perfection, and control, may we be calmed to let go of what gets in 
our way of being present and open. 

 May we bring to mind how we faced problems and challenges in the past.  

 When we are tempted to turn back, renew our courage for the next steps. 

 Forgive us when we complain and quarrel, displacing blame onto others. 

 Kindle our trust in you to show up, and may we learn to see your sustaining presence in unusual, 
surprising places.   

 Where we see obstacles, show us the new possibilities for life and meaning. 

God of truth and justice, 

 We pray for hope in this election season. With so many voices instilling fear and stirring up 
contempt, may we resist being swept into despair, indifference or hate. Help us to seek truth 
with respect and a commitment to nonviolence.  

 We continue to hold in our hearts those who are mourning and sorrowful.  

 For those grieving their lives through aging, loss of mobility or memory, loss of friends and 
loved ones, loss of independence and identity. May the burdens of mortality not crush our 
spirits or harden our hearts to others who try to care for us. 

 We also pray for caregivers, knowing that sometimes it is hard to both give and receive care. 
May we draw on patience and kindness, while caring for ourselves too. 

 For those adjusting to new medications and healing from surgery. 

 For those recently diagnosed with COVID, or recovering with complications that are prolonged 
and frustrating. 

 We pray for Joan Bixler, regaining her heart-strength, and Nesser Soriano, navigating the path of 
recovery.   

 We lift up those in need, who have lost jobs and are financially struggling, those who continue to 
maintain their sobriety, and those who face deep despair and aloneness.  

 We pray for people suffering displacement and destruction due to wildfires and changing 
climate conditions--drought and flooding. 

 May we make in our homes a holy space for blessing, where we feel joyful and safe. 
  



Coming up this week: 

 
Sunday, October 4 

9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live, World Communion Sunday 
11:00 a.m.  Zoom Fellowship with Pastor Riva 

 

Wednesday, October 7 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Sunday, October 11 
9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live 
11:00 a.m.  Zoom Fellowship with Pastor Riva 

 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it out 
for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 

Emergency Phone Number: If you need to contact the pastors for an emergency that cannot wait 
until the office phone is checked, we have added an emergency phone number: 612-757-7115. This 
is a cell phone that goes to the pastor on call. 
 

Take Out – Drive Thru Lasagna Dinner, Saturday, October 17, 4:00-6:30 PM. Proceeds for 
Mission Work. Please place pre-orders by Monday, October 12. Meat, Vegetarian, and Gluten-Free 
lasagnas are available. The $10.00 meal includes lasagna, garlic bread, salad & dessert. To place pre-
orders, please call 763-202-0796. 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study is meeting at 9:30 am indoors in the John Wesley Room, wearing 

masks and socially distancing in chairs. For more information, contact Pastor Nancy at 
nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu. 
 

Giving Options: 

Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 
  



 

 

Our Vision 

We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  

into the fabric of our community. 
 

Community UMC’s  

Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of God, 
individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves 
all people. We recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we welcome and 
affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is 
contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate 
prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and our community, and to show God’s 
grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with 
God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 Ministers All the Congregation 

 Office Manager Martha Bentley 

 Music Director Dan Ritter 

 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 
 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 

Emergency Phone Number: 612-757-7115 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 

leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 

Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

or find us on Facebook 
 


