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Please join me in prayer.  

Hide me in your glory, gracious and loving God. And may the words of my mouth and the meditation of 
my heart be acceptable to you, my redeemer and my refuge. Amen. 

There is one word in our passage today that offers a whole avenue of rich conversations. Needless to say, 
we can even consider this word as controversial. This is the word forgiveness. I checked on Google and 
the first item came up was from the website – greatergood.berkeley.edu, and it says ‘Psychologists 
generally define forgiveness as a conscious, deliberate decision to release feelings of resentment or 
vengeance toward a person or group who has harmed you, regardless of whether they actually deserve 
your forgiveness.’ For some, forgiveness is a source of comfort, but for some this is a hard pill to swallow. 
For today, there are a few points that challenged me, and I would like to share them with you.  

The first perspective that I would like to share is the numbers that were mentioned in this passage. New 
Testament scholars call this hyperbolic imagination – meaning using hyperbole as reference to prove a 
point. In verse 21, Peter asked how often should he forgive – ‘as many as seven times?’, but on verse 22, 
Jesus said ‘seventy-seven times’. In different conversations, we have either heard or been told that 7 is 
the perfect number in the Jewish tradition. This is why in Genesis, creation happened in seven days. To 
analyze this further, it also signifies completion. Remember that on the seventh day, God rested, because 
the task was completed. In Genesis 2:2-3 God completed the creation and made the seventh day holy. This 
is why the number 7 is considered a perfect number. In the Philippines, when a child celebrate the 7th 
birthday, it is a huge celebration for the whole community – this includes family, immediate and 
extended, friends from different places, etc. I think this is why Peter brought this up to Jesus. They are 
both Jews – and Jesus should at least recognize that and would say that to forgive someone seven times 
should be enough. But Jesus has a better answer…by saying seventy -seven times, which for me is a 
number that goes beyond perfection. What does this mean, should Peter hold with him a piece of paper 
with names of people who’ve done him wrong, then under each name, there will be a tally of the time that 
he forgives, and by the time that one name reaches to 77 – that will be it? No more forgiveness for the 
person? Does this mean we do the same? I don’t know about you, but I would need a legal pad for that. 
But if we will put this in our context, this simply means that forgiving doesn’t end. Jesus’ answer to 
Peter’s question was simply never, he should never stop forgiving.  

The next numbers that were mentioned were 10,000 talents which the slave owed to the king, and 100 
denarii that a fellow slave owed the same slave. According to my research, 1 talent could be gold, silver or 
copper, usually 33 kg or 72.75 lbs. If 1 kg of gold costs about $42,517.11, 1 lb of gold would be around 
$19,305.99. 10,000 talents would then be 330,000 kgs or 727,525.46 lbs or about $14,044,870,125. In 
simpler definitions, a talent is worth years of labor, but I wanted to be more concrete. I wonder how 
many years a pastor will have to work to earn that amount of money. Actually, the numbers were 
irrelevant, I just wanted to contextualize talent as an equal value for money. After seeing these amount in 
dollars, I wondered, how can a slave owe this much, and still remained a slave. Then I realized that this is 
the king ordered for this slave to be sold together with his whole family and everything that he owned as 
a repayment for his debt. Can you imagine being sold, and then your family will be sold, too? Isn’t that a 
very harsh punishment? Chances are the members of the family will be split so that they can work for 
their new owner. There is no way anyone can interpret that literally because it simply means that this 
situation is so absurd, very far from the reality of everyday life. And then the fellow slave who owed 100 
denarii which is about $44.90, but the slave was not very gracious to his fellow slave and put the other 



slave to jail. Can you imagine that? Comparing billions of dollars to less than $50 of debt? But Jesus used 
this comparison to prove a point – again hyperbolic imagination.  

The second lesson that I invite you to reflect on is the forgiving and forgetting. It has been a cliché, forgive 
and forget. This means when we forgive, we also forget. I personally do not agree with this…because for 
me, this means we should for the lives that suffered in the Holocaust, the slaves that were taken from 
different countries in Africa to be slaves in Western countries, the children who were put in cages 
because they do not have legal status to stay in this country, the harm that our denomination has inflicted 
on people because of who they are and who they love, and many other evil things that are happening 
around us. Or even telling an abused wife/husband or children to forget the abused that they endured 
from a partner/husband/wife or their parent. When we say or even suggest to victims of violence to 
forgive and forget, we are simply invalidating their pain and trauma and unfortunately, we are siding 
with the offender. My point here is this, we forgive, yes, but we do not forget because we learn from the 
pain that we experienced. We do not bury the pain that others are experiencing as well. But we will rise 
up from the pain – as we forgive. Interestingly, the article from the greatergood.berkeley.edu site says 
‘understanding what forgiveness is not. Experts who study or teach forgiveness make clear that when you 
forgive, you do not gloss over or deny the seriousness of an offense against you. Forgiveness does not 
mean forgetting, nor does it mean condoning or excusing offenses. Though forgiveness can help repair a 
damaged relationship, it doesn’t obligate you to reconcile with the person who harmed you, or release 
them from legal accountability.’ We forgive but we do not forget.   

This, then brings me to my third reflection – forgiveness is more about the giver than the receiver. We are 
all forgiven by God – that is a given and known fact. We received the forgiveness freely from God. If we 
are to talk about the original sin and that we were born with it – God’s prevenient grace were given to us 
long before we have asked for it. Justification on the other hand is the forgiveness that we have received 
when we seek for it. But more than that – forgiving others are more about freeing ourselves from the pain 
that the others have caused us. If we are to equate God’s love and grace to the story of the money owed by 
the slave – it is worth 10,000 talents. Did you remember how much it was? It has so many digits, which is 
almost equal to the endless grace that we receive from God. I hope we remember this, unlike the slave 
who couldn’t forget the $44 that was owed to him. Now, I am not sure that God forgets our sins, because 
in the parable, we learned that the king found out that the slave that he has forgiven did not forget the 
other slave, and in return – the slave was tortured until his debts were paid. My point is this, if we are the 
receiver of God’s forgiveness, we are privileged. And I believe that every being – humans, animals and 
other creation have that privilege from God. But if we are the giver of forgiveness to others, shouldn’t we 
try offer forgiveness just the same as God has given it to us? Not because we want to prove something but 
because we want to free ourselves from the resentment that we have from what others have done to us. 
But also not forgetting what they have done so that they can be accountable for themselves. This thought 
is actually one of those easier than done – because it takes a lot of mental, emotional, spiritual and 
sometimes physical energy from us. Especially if what others have done to us has legal implications.  

I would like to leave you with this, in the prayer that Jesus taught us – The Lord’s Prayer -  it says ‘forgive 
our sins as we forgive those who sin against us’, because as forgiven children of God, we then, should 
forgive others. We are forgiven, therefore let us forgive, not just seven times but seventy-seven times, or 
simply endless. May it be so. Amen.  


