
 

 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that 
we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s 
image with our many differences, and that God loves all people. We 
recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical 
capabilities, or mental abilities. 
We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any 
individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus 
Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God gives us to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to 
eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and 
our community, and to show God’s grace. 
We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who 
seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Ministers All the Congregation 
 Office Manager Martha Bentley 
 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 

 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: 

office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 
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Community United Methodist Church 
September 6, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from 
another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude “What a Fellowship” arr. Michael Hasse 
 

Call to Worship (adapted, Ps. 105) 
Leader: Now is the time to awaken to the presence of God the 

Eternal Spirit. 
People: Now is the time to come alive with our songs of 

praise. 
Leader: Today we open ourselves to the power of the Spirit in our 

lives. 
People: Today we extend our hands in caring toward 

humanity. 
ALL: We do all this because we have responded to the 

ministry and message of Jesus Christ, whose people 
we are. 

 

Hymn #660 “God is Here” 
v. 1 God is here! As we your people meet to offer praise and prayer, 

may we find in fuller measure what it is in Christ we share. 
Here, as in the world around us, all our varied skills and arts 
wait the coming of the Spirit, into open minds and hearts. 

v. 2 Here are symbols to remind us of our lifelong need of grace; 
here are table, font, and pulpit; here the cross has central place. 
Here in honesty of preaching, here in silence, as in speech, 
here in newness and renewal, God the Spirit comes to each. 

v. 3 Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and 
fold; here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us, as of 
old. Here the servants of the Servant seek I worship to explore 
what it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 

v. 4 Lord of all, of church and kingdom, in an age of change and doubt 
keep us faithful to the gospel; help us work your purpose out. 
Here, in this day’s dedication, all we have to give, receive; 
we, who cannot live without you, we adore you! We believe! 

 

  

 Redge Nicolas and his whole family, Vielo Baniqued and his 
family, Reiner Puno and his family, Fernandez and Delos Santos 
families.  

 All families are directly affected by CoVid, prayers for healing, for 
peace of mind and heart.  

 Pastor Riva’s siblings who came back to the Philippines and are 
having anxieties and difficulties from the transition in 
quarantine.  

 
 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study: 
now at 9:30 am indoors in the John Wesley Room, wearing masks 
and socially distancing in chairs. For more information, contact 
Pastor Nancy at nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu . 
 
Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on 
your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the church website. 
Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia 
Heights, 55421). 
  



Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
 Gracious and most merciful God, of many names (see Pastor 

Nancy's sermon from last week), we say their names--the names 
of your people who are created in your image, suffering from 
violence throughout the world. 

 For moments of beauty in these early fall days--the taste of ripe 
tomatoes and green beans, the cheeriness of goldenrods and 
sunflowers, the shining full moon and brilliant planets low on the 
horizon, and cool breeze moving through the leaves of trees 
getting ready for turning. 

 This Labor Day, we remember the many ways we work with our 
hands, our hearts and our minds. We pray for people struggling to 
maintain their work in safe and healthy conditions, we pray for 
those who have lost their work, and are now struggling to find 
alternative jobs and unemployment support. For work that 
conveys dignity, fair wages and security. 

 For families seeking new alternatives with childcare, as they 
balance work and home.  For families making decisions about 
online learning, and those whose children and youth are 
returning to in-class learning. For college students happy to be 
starting their higher education, but anxious and worried about 
sudden changes and financial pressures. 

 For Kristine and Ivan Roderiquez, Ian and Iliana--coming together 
as a new family. 

 For the MacCormicks in Iowa, who have finally been able to 
reconnect their electricity and take steps of restoration. 

 For our neighbors in the states of North Dakota, South Dakota, 
Iowa, Arkansas, Missouri, Indiana and Illinois, where new cases of 
COVID are surging. For persons facing tests for COVID, as well as 
those recently diagnosed from Sturgis and other large group 
gatherings. Some of us are weary with pandemic fatigue, some of 
us continue to need patience and grit in wearing masks and social 
distancing. We give thanks for news about vaccine research and 
trials, anxiously awaiting breakthroughs. 

 In our great world house, we pray for communities facing severe 
weather crises of fire, hurricane, drought and sea-level rise. In 
this time of environmental and economic change, may we 
understand our interrelatedness with all of creation, as we seek 
to be faithful earthkeepers. 

 We pray for our congregation, for the presence of Spirit in new 
vision, new conversations, new breakthrough hopes. We seek 
kindness and care in our relationships with one another, as we 
learn to collaborate in more inclusive ways. 

Opening Prayer  
Tender and compassionate God, whose strength is made 
perfect in our weakness, help us to believe that you receive 
us as we are. More than that, help us, imperfect though we 
are, to be carriers of the message of your love, like earthen 
vessels that carry treasures; and may we worship you in 
spirit and in truth, through the grace of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Children’s Moment   
 

Gift of Song   
 

Scripture Matthew 18:15-20 (NRSV) 
 

Meditation “The Real Church” Pastor Riva 
 

The Great Thanksgiving  
 

Affirmation of Faith  Our Social Creed (2016 Book of Resolutions) 
We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus Christ, 
the Redeemer of creation. We believe in the Holy Spirit, 
through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, and we repent 
of our sin in misusing these gifts to idolatrous ends. 
We affirm the natural world as God’s handiwork and 
dedicate ourselves to its preservation, enhancement, and 
faithful use by humankind. 
We joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessings 
of community, sexuality, marriage, and the family. 
We commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, 
children, youth, young adults, the aging, and people with 
disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; and to the 
rights and dignity of all persons. 
We believe in the right and duty of persons to work for the 
glory of God and the good of themselves and others and in 
the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights to 
property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, and 
responsible consumption; and in the elimination of 
economic and social distress. 
We dedicate ourselves to peace throughout the world, to 
the rule of justice and law among nations, and to individual 
freedom for all people of the world. 



We believe in the present and final triumph of God’s Word 
in human affairs and gladly accept our commission to 
manifest the life of the gospel in the world. Amen.  

 

Words of Institution  
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, place me with whom you will. 
Put me to doing, put me to suffering. 
Let me be put to work for you or set aside for you, 
Praised for you or criticized for you. 
Let me be full, let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, let me have nothing. 
I freely and fully surrender all things to your glory and 
service. 
And now, O wonderful and holy God, 
Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer,  
you are mine, and I am yours. 
So be it. 
And the covenant which I have made on earth, 
Let it also be made in heaven. Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your 
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 

 

Hymn #2266 “Here is Bread, Here is Wine” 
v. 1 Here is bread, here is wine: Christ is with us: He is with us. 

Break the bread; taste the wine: Christ is with us here. 
v. 2 Here is grace, here is peace: Christ is with us: He is with us. 

Know his grace; find his peace: Feast on Jesus here. 
refrain In this bread there is healing; in this cup there’s life forever. 

In this moment by the Spirit Christ is with us here. 

v. 3 Here we are, joined as one; Christ is with us: He is with us. 
We’ll proclaim till he comes: Jesus crucified. 

refrain . 
 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude “Concerto in D” Antonio Vivaldi 
 

Thank you to our Worship Team 
 Pastors: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music Leader: Music Director – Dan Ritter 
 Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 
 

Tech support ministry  
If you think you need help in checking out your electronic devices 
as you participate in our virtual service, send us 
(office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can 
send someone to come check it out for you (following safety 
guidelines and protocol). 
 
  


