
September 27, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  
 

Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from another. 
 
Welcome and Announcements Pastor Riva 
 
Prelude “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing”  arr. Mary McDonald 
 
Call to Worship Pastor Nancy 

Leader: Come to the water, all you who thirst, come drink deeply from the river of life. 
People: Come to the water, all you who are weary, come rest in the quiet pools of God’s 

love. 
Leader: Come to the water, all you who long for justice, come be renewed in God’s ever-flowing 

stream. 
People: For God is here among us, washing away the dust and grime of our lives, and 

pouring out the Spirit on all who thirst. 
ALL: Amen. 

 
Hymn #89 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” 

v. 1 Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.  
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away.  
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

v. 2 All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays,  
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.  
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,  
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

v. 4 Keep bright in us the vision of days when war shall cease, 
when hatred and division give way to love and peace, 
till dawns the morning glorious when truth and justice reign, 
and Christ shall rule victorious o’er all the world’s domain. 

 
Opening Prayer Pastor Nancy 

God of all who wander in the wilderness, you go before us as our beacon and our guide. 
We thirst for your presence beyond the brittle words we have thought and spoken, the 
relationships that are crumbling, and the arid perspectives that center on ourselves. May 
we turn from our distractions and complaints to walk the path of other-abiding love, 
known to us in Jesus Christ. When we falter before the challenge and turn away from your 
call, may the streams of your mercy flow, as you showed mercy to our ancestors. Walk 
with us through danger, sustain us through desolation, and inspire us to dream a day 
where all feel at home in safety and security. In the power and liberation of your in-
dwelling Spirit, we pray. Amen. 



 
Children’s Moment  Pastor Nancy 
 
Scripture Exodus 17: 1-7 (NRSV) 
 
Gift of Song  “Lord, Keep Your Hand on Me” Redd Harper 

Kari Trench & Naomi Jones 
 
Scripture John 4:13-14 (NRSV) 

13 Jesus said to [the Samaritan woman at the well], “Everyone who drinks of this water 
will be thirsty again,  
14 but those who drink of the water that I will give them will never be thirsty. The water 
that I will give will become in them a spring of water gushing up to eternal life.”  
ALL: Thanks be to God! 

 
Meditation “What will we learn in the wilderness?” Pastor Nancy 
 
Centering Meditation  Pastor Riva 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your name. Your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 
 
Hymn #434 “When the Poor Ones” 

v. 1 When the poor ones who have nothing share with strangers, 
When the thirsty water give unto us all, 
When the weary in their weakness strengthen others, 

Refrain Then we know that God still goes that road with us 
Then we know that God still goes that road with us. 

v. 3 When our joy fills up our cup to overflowing, 
when our lips can speak no words other than true, 
when we know that love for simple things is better, 

Refrain: 
v. 4 When our homes are filled with goodness in abundance, 

when we learn how to make peace instead of war, 
when each stranger that we meet is called a neighbor, 

Refrain: 
 
Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 
Postlude “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” Beethoven/arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Liturgy adapted from “Come to the Waters” https://irenebom.com/prayer_matters/wp-
content/uploads/2017/07/come_to_the_waters_2017_july_prayer_sheet.pdf 

 

  



Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
God of creation -  

We give thanks for the warmer weather because it gives us the chance to still go outside for 
walks to enjoy your creation. We are grateful for the Fall weather and the beauty of the changing 
color of the leaves, the cheery color of the pumpkins, the abundance of the apples and the smells 
that this brings to the air.  

God of laughter and joy –  
We thank you for the good news that we continue to receive in challenging times. We sometimes 
forget that you are with us and that in these times that the future is uncertain, we can hold on to 
you and eventually things will be okay, no matter how that looks.  

 We give thanks to the gifts of life – for new babies that come to our lives, especially Iliana to Ivan, 
Kristine and Ian.  

 We give thanks for birthdays, anniversaries, and small accomplishments like being ready on time 
for work and school whether it is at home or not.  

God of compassion and grace–  
We continue to hold in our hearts those who are grieving for the loss of a loved one, whether 
anticipated or sudden. We pray for peace and comfort for them whose hearts and lives were left 
with a void in the loss of the people that they hold dear. We pray for the families of Reiner Puno 
for the passing of his father, Henry Soriano for his passing, and for all other families who have 
lost their loved ones.  

 We remember those who are afflicted by illnesses and poor health. Those who are in their 
sickbeds and in isolation because of CoVid. The families of Redge Nicolas, Fernandez and delos 
Santos, and Reiner Puno as they navigate their lives in isolation because of CoVid. Joan Bixler, 
Nesser Soriano, Lucy Tabelisma, Rose Tabelisma, Hazel Arellano and Reby Tabelisma who are 
currently sick. We pray for fortitude and peace of mind and of heart as they navigate through the 
path of recovery.  

 We also remember those who are caring for their love ones. Taking care of the sick can 
sometimes take a toll on us. May we find the time to take care of ourselves as well and find the 
resilience in these difficult times.  

 We lift up those who are in need, those who lost their jobs, those who are financially struggling 
because of the pandemic, those who are struggling as they journey into the educational system, 
those who are struggling because of isolation.  

 We pray for the people who are suffering from the natural disasters – wildfires in Washington, 
Oregon and California, flooding in Texas, Alabama, Florida and Louisiana and surrounding areas, 
and countries around the world.  

 God of mercy and redemption –  
We lift up those who are hurting because of the injustices in the society. We feel the pain that 
continues to torment the black bodies because the society continues to think that people with 
darker skin colors are lesser people than those who have lighter skin. We remember the deaths 
of Breonna Taylor, George Floyd, Philando Castille, Sandra Bland, Trayvon Martin and those who 
lost their lives meaninglessly.  

 We raise up our LGBTQ+ siblings who are continuously suffering because we believe that the 
binary of man and woman is your design and taking for granted the identity and humanity of 
those who fall in liminal spaces of these binaries.  

 We ask forgiveness for the times when we think we are better Christians than others because we 
have been in this church for a long time. We seek forgiveness for the times that our selfishness 
makes us do things that are not life-giving, but in some cases detrimental for those around us. 
We seek forgiveness for the times that we consume your gifts of resources incessantly.  

 We ask forgiveness for the times that we refuse to listen to calling of your Spirit in our lives and 
our congregation because we cannot let go of the things that gives us comfort and familiarity. 
Help us to become the congregation that makes us your hands and feet to this broken world.  

Continue to bless this holy space before us. This we pray in the name of our brother Jesus Christ who 
taught us to pray… 
  



Coming up this week: 
 

Sunday, September 27 
9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live 
11:00 a.m.  Zoom Fellowship with Pastor Riva 

 

Wednesday, September 30 
9:30 a.m. Bible Study – John Wesley Room 

 

Sunday, October 4 
9:00 a.m. Worship – Facebook Live, Communion 
11:00 a.m.  Zoom Fellowship with Pastor Riva 

 

Thank you to our Worship Team 
 Pastors: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music Leaders: Music Director – Dan Ritter 
  Singers – Kari Trench & Naomi Jones 
 Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 

 

Tech support ministry: If you need help in checking out your electronic devices in order to 
participate in our virtual service, send us (office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a note and we can send someone to come check it out 
for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 
 
Take Out – Drive Thru Lasagna Dinner, Saturday, October 17, 4:00-6:30 PM. Proceeds for 
Mission Work. Please place pre-orders by Monday, October 12. Meat, Vegetarian, and Gluten-Free 
lasagnas are available. The $10.00 meal includes lasagna, garlic bread, salad & dessert. To place pre-
orders, please call 763-202-0796. 
 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study is meeting at 9:30 am indoors in the John Wesley Room, wearing 
masks and socially distancing in chairs. For more information, contact Pastor Nancy at 
nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu. 
 
Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or 
iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 

  



 

 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that we are all children of God, individuals of 
sacred worth, created in God’s image with our many differences, and that God loves all people. We recognize that 
God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, 
cultures, gender identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical capabilities, or mental abilities. 
We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any individual or group is contrary to the life, 
spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God gives us to resist evil, 
injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within 
ourselves and our community, and to show God’s grace. 
We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Ministers All the Congregation 
 Office Manager Martha Bentley 
 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 

 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 


