
 

 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that 
we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s 
image with our many differences, and that God loves all people. We 
recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical 
capabilities, or mental abilities. 
We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any 
individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus 
Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God gives us to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to 
eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and 
our community, and to show God’s grace. 
We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who 
seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Ministers All the Congregation 
 Office Manager Martha Bentley 
 Music Director Dan Ritter 
 Bell Choir Director Karen Schneider 

 

Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 
 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud’s email: 

nvictorinvangerud01@hamline.edu 
Office Email: 

office@communitymethodistchurch.org 
 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 

 

Community United Methodist Church 
August 16, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

 
Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from 
another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude   “The Church’s One Foundation” Samuel Wesley/arr. Mark Hayes 
 

Call to Worship 
Leader: We are gathered to give witness to the enduring realities 

of life.  
People: We have come to affirm that life is a gift, that the gift 

is good, and that it comes from God.  
Leader: We are gathered to renew our hope in Jesus Christ, as we 

travel life’s long journey.   
People: We find God in the paths of our present and our past, 

but we also trust in God’s love in our future.  
Leader: The same God guides us all the way, every day of our lives, 

and beyond life.   
ALL: Let us praise God with our whole hearts, and entrust 

our lives to God’s hands. Amen.  
 

Hymn #402 “Lord, I Want to be a Christian” 
v. 1 Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart, in my heart; 

Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be a Christian in my heart. 

v. 2 Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more loving in my heart. 

v. 3 Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be more holy in my heart. 

v. 4 Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart, in my heart; 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 
In my heart, in my heart, 
Lord, I want to be like Jesus in my heart. 

 

Opening Prayer (The Book of Common Prayer, USA, 20th Century) 



O gracious God, we pray for your holy church universal, 
that you would be pleased to fill it with all truth, in all 
peace. Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, 
direct it; where in any thing it is amiss, reform it; where it 
is  right, establish it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the 
sake of him who died and rose again, and ever lives to 
make intercession for us, Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 
Amen. 

 

Children’s Moment   
 

Gift of Song   “They’ll Know We Are Christians by Our Love”  
arr. Peter Scholtes                             Stacy Johnson, Soloist 

 

Scripture Matthew 15: (10-20), 21-28 (NRSV) 
 

Meditation “God’s Mercy is for ALL” Pastor Riva 
 

Centering Prayer  Pastor Nancy 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
Our (Creator/God/Mother/Father*) in heaven, Holy is your 
name. Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 
in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from 
the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
*Please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 

 

Hymn #2237 “As a Fire is Meant for Burning” 
v. 1 As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 

so the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name. 
Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care, 
we join hands across the nations, finding neighbors everywhere. 

v. 2 We are learners; we are teachers; we are pilgrims on the way. 
We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay. 
By our gentle, loving actions we would show that Christ is light. 
In a humble, listening Spirit we would live to God’s delight. 

v. 3 As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed, 
so may we be signs of oneness ‘mid earth’s peoples, many hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone, 
may our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn. 

 

Benediction  Pastor Riva 
 

Postlude         “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah” arr. David Paxton 
  

Thank you to our Worship Team 
 Pastors: Pastor Riva Tabelisma 

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Music Leaders: Music Director – Dan Ritter 
  Singer – Stacy Johnson 
 Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 
 

Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
 May we reach out from our familiar and comfortable small ‘boats’, to grasp the 

‘hand’ of Jesus the Christ during these times of ‘troubled waters’  (see Pastor Riva's 
sermon from last week). 

 We are grateful for moments of beauty in these summer days-the green canopies of 
tall trees, streaks of sunset brilliance, apples ripening, but not quite yet, and the 
splash of fresh rain and cool breeze on our faces. 

 We pray for divine grace as we continue to be church during this pandemic. While 
there is change all around us, may we be transformed on the inside. We are learning 
more about ourselves-and not all is easy to admit. We are seeing our expanding 
capacity to care for one another, our willingness to examine racism and different 
models of policing and community security, and our radical love for our neighbors. 
In bright moments, we experience our congregation as resilient, adaptive, even 
creative. 

 Forget us though, when we focus only on ourselves without also thinking about 
others, when we get demanding, cranky, short tempered and judgmental. We 
acknowledge how hard these days can be for our mental health, chronic conditions, 
addictions, and aloneness. May we be sensitive to others’ wellbeing, while also 
learning new ways to care for ourselves. 

 We remember in our prayers beloved ones facing surgery, medical tests, and 
extended recovery. We hold in our hearts members of our congregation grieving the 
loss of a spouse, partner, friends and family members. Especially we pray for Merle 
Jacobson and his family as they grieve the loss of Merle’s and Kay’s great-grandson, 
Gabriel. 

 In our “great world house” (Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.) we pray for people and 
communities coping with high impact weather events. For the friends of Rondine 
Mehling, the MacCormack family and their canine members, in Cedar Rapids, Iowa, 
whose home and property received severe destruction in the storm that also 
injured many others and plunged eastern Iowa into a massive power outage. For 
their recovery of home, healing, safety and livelihood, we pray. 

 We also continue our prayers for the people of Beirut, Lebanon, who are picking up 
the pieces and rebuilding too, after the tragic explosion of chemicals in the port. For 
families grieving loved ones, healing of the injured, sheltering of those without 
homes and shops, and transition through political turmoil, we pray. 
 

 

 

Wednesday Morning Bible Study changes: 
now at 9:30 am on the lawn. For more information, contact Pastor Nancy at 
nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu . 
 

Giving Options: 
Electronic Giving has two options. One is using the app Give+ on your 
smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the church website. Check out the videos 
at: https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
Otherwise, mailing in a check works great (950 Gould Ave NE, Columbia Heights, 55421). 


