
Community United Methodist Church 
August 2, 2020 – 9:00 a.m.  

 
Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from 
another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude “Since Jesus Came Into My Heart” arr. Gabriel/Mark Hayes 
 

Call to Worship   
Leader: Let us praise the God who formed the mountains and 

created the wind. 
People: Let us sing to the One who made the stars, who turns 

deep darkness into morning and day into night. 
Leader: Let us turn to God, hating what is evil and loving what is 

just. 
All: So may justice roll down like waters, and 

righteousness like an ever-flowing stream  Amen. 
 

Hymn #277 “Tell Me The Stories of Jesus” 
v. 1 Tell me the stories of Jesus I love to hear; things I would 

ask him to tell me if he were here: scenes by the wayside, 
tales of the sea, stories of Jesus, tell them to me. 

v. 2 First let me hear how the children stood round his knee, 
and I shall fancy his blessing resting on me; words full of 
kindness, deeds full of grace, all in the love light of Jesus’ 
face. 

v. 3 Into the city I’d follow the children’s band, waving a 
branch of the palm tree high in my hand; one of his 
heralds, yes, I would sing loudest hosannas, Jesus is King! 

 

Opening Prayer 
We thank you, gracious and loving God, for preparing a road 
through our wilderness, for revealing that way to us 
through our sibling Jesus, and for supplying all of our needs, 
but above all, the needs of our souls; for initiating a 
discussion with us; for being with us; and for challenging us 
to seek ever-expanding frontiers. So often we experience 
dryness of spirit, joylessness of heart, weakness of will. We 
come to you now, because you have come to us with the gift 



of life. We rejoice in your goodness, and praise you for the 
hope given to us through the resurrection, and through your 
son, our brother, Jesus Christ.  Amen.  

 

Children’s Moment  
 

Special Music “You Feed Us, GentleSavior”GarmaaHolmes/Hopson 
James Bordewick, soloist 

 

Scripture Matthew 14:13-21 (from NRSV) 
The words inspired by God for the people of God.  
Thanks be to God. 

 

Meditation “The bread is for all”  
 

The Great Thanksgiving – Affirmation of Faith Our Social 
Creed (2016 Book of Resolutions) 

We believe in God, Creator of the world; and in Jesus 
Christ, the Redeemer of creation. We believe in the 
Holy Spirit, through whom we acknowledge God’s gifts, 
and we repent of our sin in misusing these gifts to 
idolatrous ends. We affirm the natural world as God’s 
handiwork and dedicate ourselves to its preservation, 
enhancement, and faithful use by humankind. We 
joyfully receive for ourselves and others the blessing 
of community, sexuality, marriage, and the family. We 
commit ourselves to the rights of men, women, 
children, youth, young adults, the aging, and people 
with disabilities; to improvement of the quality of life; 
and to the rights and dignity of all persons. We believe 
in the right and duty of persons to work for the glory 
of God and the good of themselves and others and in 
the protection of their welfare in so doing; in the rights 
to property as a trust from God, collective bargaining, 
and responsible consumption; and in the elimination 
of economic and social distress. We dedicate ourselves 
to peace throughout the world, to the rule of justice 
and law among nations, and to individual freedom for 
all people of the world. We believe in the present and 
final triumph of God’s Word in human affairs and 



still-bending arc of justice toward inclusion, equity and human 
dignity. As Rep. Lewis offered a blessing before he died, may we 
“walk with the wind, brothers and sisters, and let the spirit of 
peace and the power of everlasting love be our guide.” 

 
 

 

 
Wednesday Morning Bible Study changes: 
now at 9:30 am on the lawn. For more information, contact Pastor 
Nancy at nvictorinvangerud@hamline.edu . 
 
Electronic Giving is now available. There are two options. One is 
using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the 
church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
 

 

gladly accept our commission to manifest the life of 
the gospel in the world. Amen 

 

Word of Institution 
 Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 
I am no longer my own, but yours. Put me to what you 

will, place me with whom you will. Put me to doing, put 
me to suffering. Let me be put to work for you or set 
aside for you, Praised for you or criticized for you. Let 
me be full, let me be empty. Let me have all things, let 
me have nothing. I freely and fully surrender all things 
to your glory and service. And now, O wonderful and 
holy God, Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer, you are 
mine, and I am yours. So be it. And the covenant which 
I have made on earth, Let it also be made in heaven. 
Amen. 

 

Centering Meditation   Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 

Lord’s Prayer – Join together in an English ecumenical 
version of the prayer Jesus taught: 

Our (Creator/God /Mother/Father*), Holy is your name. Your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give 
us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive 
those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and 
deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 
glory are yours, now and forever. Amen 
*please use whichever name connects you deeply to the Divine. 

 

Hymn #3149 Worship & Sing Hymnal “A Place at the Table” 
v. 1 For everyone born, a place at the table, for everyone born, clean 

water and bread, a shelter, a space, a safe place for growing, for 
everyone born, a star over head. 

Refrain: God will delight when we are creators of justice and joy, yes, 
God will delight when we are creators of justice, justice and joy! 

v. 2 For woman and man, a place at the table, revising the roles, 
deciding the share, with wisdom and grace, dividing the power, 
for woman and man, a system that’s fair. 

Refrain: 
 



v. 3 For young and for old, a place at the table, a voice to be heard, a 
part in the song, the hands of a child in hands that are wrinkled, 
for young and for old, the right to be long. 

Refrain: 
v. 4 For just and unjust, a place at the table, abuser, abused, with 

need to forgive, in anger, in hurt, a mind set of mercy, for just and 
unjust, a new way to live. 

Refrain: 
v.5 For everyone born, a place at the table, to live without fear, and 

simply to be, to work, to speak out, to witness and worship, for 
everyone born, the right to be free. 

Refrain: 
 

Benediction  
 

Postlude “The Emperor’s Fanfair” Antonio Soler 
 

 

Thank you to our Worship Team 
Pastors: Rev. Riva Tabelisma 

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
Music Leaders:  Music Director – Dan Ritter 
 Singer – James Bordewick 
Sound System: Andy Bixler/James Bordewick 

 

 

  

Our Weekly Prayers for Centering in God's Presence: 
 May we have eyes of faith to see the seeds and treasures, yeast 

and pearls of God’s Beloved Community emerging around and 
within us (see Pastor Nancy’s sermon from last week). 

 We give thanks for the moments of beauty in these summer 
days—bright flowers along sidewalks, birds and butterflies of 
all colors winging through the air, gifts of garden vegetables, 
and the voices of all ages gathering for play. 

 We pray for divine grace as we continue to be church in this 
pandemic time, recognizing that we feel grief, maybe even 
anger, yet find patience, kindness and goodwill for ourselves 
and our fellow members in ministry, who are also trying the 
best they can. 

 Help us adapt to new safety practices like wearing facial 
coverings and keeping physical distance. We continue to 
express gratitude for front-line workers who serve, protect and 
care, sometimes at great risk. We sorrow with vulnerable 
people, people of color, migrant workers, and many others for 
whom health care may not be accessible. Guide our yearning 
towards a world where all may flourish with equitable and 
abundant support for life. 

 Encourage us to reach out in support to teachers, daycare 
workers, school employees, youth and children, parents, 
guardians and grandparents adapting to decisions about the 
new school year and stressing about balancing work, finances 
and at-home responsibilities. 

 May we acknowledge how hard these days can be for our 
mental health, chronic conditions, addictions, and aloneness. 
We pray for those missing hugs, a tender smile, and friendly 
companionship. May we be sensitive to others’ wellbeing, while 
also learning new ways to care for ourselves. 

 We pray for leaders in local communities—here in Columbia 
Heights and beyond—who are organizing to bring visibility to 
changing needs and silent voices, voter engagement and wider 
civic responsibilities. Open our ears to hear your call to play a 
fruitful role in our communities’ future. 

 This past week, we commemorated the 30th anniversary of the 
Americans with Disability Act, as well as memorialized the life, 
work and witness of US Representative John Robert Lewis. We 
are inspired by the accomplishments, but also recognize the 


