
 

 

Our Vision 
We are an urban, intergenerational, inclusive,  

and welcoming Christian fellowship woven  
into the fabric of our community. 

 

Community UMC’s  
Statement of Reconciliation: 

Community United Methodist Church of Columbia Heights believes that 
we are all children of God, individuals of sacred worth, created in God’s 
image with our many differences, and that God loves all people. We 
recognize that God’s love is not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic statuses, physical 
capabilities, or mental abilities. 
We believe that prejudice, hatred, or discrimination directed toward any 
individual or group is contrary to the life, spirit, and teaching of Jesus 
Christ. We have vowed to accept the freedom and power God gives us to 
resist evil, injustice, and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to 
eliminate prejudice and discriminatory practices within ourselves and 
our community, and to show God’s grace. 
We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling Congregation and welcome all who 
seek a relationship with God. 

Adopted November 3, 2019 

Our Staff 
 Lead Pastor Rev. Riva Tabelisma 
 Teaching Pastor Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 Ministers All the Congregation 
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Church Office Phone: 763-788-9009 
Pastor Riva’s Cell Phone: 612-978-2917 

 

Pastor Riva Tabelisma’s email: 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org 
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office@communitymethodistchurch.org 

 

Visit us online at www.communitymethodistchurch.org 
or find us on Facebook 
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Community United Methodist Church 
June 28, 2020 – 10:00 a.m.  

 
Prayers for all of us during this time we are physically separated one from 
another. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Prelude “Wonderful Words of Life” 
  Philip Bliss/arr. Mark Hayes 

 

Call to Worship   
Leader: What right have we to invoke God’s name on what we say 

and do together in our holy virtual space?  
People: In Christ we have been called to be God’s people 

and given God’s Spirit and Word.  
Leader: Have we the courage to worship in spirit and in truth, 

knowing that it may change us?  
All: We have come to seek, to find, and to be found, with 

confidence not in ourselves but in God.   
 

Hymn #650 “Give Me the Faith Which Can Remove” 
v. 1 Give me the faith which can remove and sink the 

mountain to a plain; give me the child-like praying love, 
which longs to build thy house again; thy love, let it my 
heart o’erpower, and all my simple soul devour. 

v. 3 My talents, gifts, and graces, Lord, into thy blessed hands 
receive; and let me live to preach thy word, and let me to 
thy glory live; my every sacred moment spend in 
publishing the sinner’s friend. 

v. 4 Enlarge, inflame, and fill my heart with bound-less charity 
divine, so shall I all my strength exert, and love them with 
a zeal like thine, and lead them to thy open tide, the sheep 
for whom the Savior died. 

 

Opening Prayer 
God, like a bakerwoman, you bring the leaven which causes 
our hopes to rise. With your strong and gentle hands, shape 
our lives. Warm us with your love. Take our common lives 
and touch them with your grace, that we may nourish hope 

Our Weekly Prayers: 
 Please continue to pray for our friends and families: Virgil, Jody, 

Wyatt, Vera, Bill, Mandy, Bob, Jill, Donna, Shirley, Jane, Vernetta. 
God in your mercies. 

 Prayers for our congregation as we seek God's guidance in our 
future. Prayers for our leaders who are guiding us. Thanks be to 
God and God in your mercies. 

 Prayers for our community and cities with the influx of 
coronavirus. Prayer for our medical workers that are coping 
and dealing with these things. 

 Prayers for families, workers, churches and businesses coping 
with ever shifting new normals. 

 Prayers for our congregation members that are feeling isolated. 
We are trying to make phone calls, texts or emails to keep 
everyone connected.  

 Prayers for our new pastors in preparation for this time in 
ministry. 

 Prayers for our state and country as we address changes and 
racism. 

 Prayers of healing for Jane Johnson, who is now home. 
 
 

Election Judges needed! For both the August 11th Primary and 
November 3rd General elections, the Columbia Heights is in need of more 
election judges. Election judges serve as the officials in the polling places 
on Election Day. Some duties include opening and closing the polls, 
registering and signing in voters, and distributing and collecting ballots. 
Election judges are currently paid $11 per hour. You may even consider 
asking your members if they would consider donating any earnings that 
they make as an election judge to your church.. Here is a link to more 
information on being an election judge - 
www.columbiaheightsmn.gov/electionjudge. Election Judges for 
Columbia Heights do not have to be residents of the City. 
 

Electronic Giving is now available. There are two options. One is 
using the app Give+ on your smartphone (Android or iPhone), or via the 
church website. Check out the videos at: 
https://communitymethodistchurch.org/online-giving/ . 
  



 
 

Thank you to our Worship Team 
Pastors: Rev. Riva Tabelisma 

Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
Music Leaders:  Music Director – Dan Ritter 

 
 

  

among humanity. We pray trusting in your name, through 
Jesus our Christ. Amen.  

 

Celebration of the New Appointments  
SPR Dear friends, today, we welcome Riva Tabelisma and Nancy 

Victorin-Vangerud who have been appointed to serve as our 
pastors. We believe that they are well qualified and have 
been prayerfully appointed by our bishop, Bishop Bruce 
Ough.  
Riva and Nancy, you have been sent to live among us as 
bearers of the Word of God; ministers of Sacraments; and 
sustainers of love, order and discipleship of the people of 
God.  

Riva & Nancy: Today, we affirm this commitment in the virtual 
presence of this faith community.  

SPR: Brothers and sisters in Christ, as a people committed to 
participate in the ministries of the Church by your prayers, 
your presence (virtual and in-person), your gifts, your 
service and your witness, will you who celebrate the new 
beginning support and uphold Riva and Nancy in these 
ministries?  

Congregation: We reaffirm our commitment to support you 
with our prayers, presence, gifts, service and witness.  

SPR: How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the 
messenger.  

Congregation: who announces peace, who brings good 
news, who announces the salvation.  

SPR Let us pray. Eternal God, strengthen and sustain us in our 
ministries together with Riva and Nancy as our pastors. Give 
them and us patience, courage, and wisdom so to care for 
one another and challenge one another that together we 
may follow Jesus Christ, living together in love, and offering 
our gifts and talents in your service, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  

Congregation: Amen 
SPR: Almighty God, you still call us to go into your service and 

spread the message of the salvation of your Son. Bless 
richly, we pray, Riva and Nancy’s entrance into our 
fellowship and let them find us with an open door for the 



Word. We also pray for your Church on earth. Equip us all 
with a spirit of willingness, that we with courage can 
witness about you by the profession of our mouths and 
through our way of living. Grant us all to partake in your 
strength and joy, so that we can enter into the anxiety and 
suffering of the world, to be radiating and make alive that 
hope which Christ gives. All this we dare to pray of you; for 
you are to us the Father of mercy and the God of all grace, 
you are the Son, the Savior and the Redeemer; you are the 
Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Helper and the Giver of Life. 
Blessed be you.  

Congregation: Amen 
SPR: Riva and Nancy, accept this Bible and be among us as one 

who proclaims the Word.  
Congregation: Amen 
SPR: Riva and Nancy, take this water, baptize new Christians in 

this place.  
Congregation: Amen 
SPR: Riva and Nancy, take this bread and cup, and keep us in 

communion with Christ and his Church.  
Congregation: Amen 
SPR: Riva and Nancy, receive this stole signifying your 

consecration, and equip us for our ministries in the world.  
Congregation: Amen 
Riva & Nancy: This yoke has been laid upon us, and we willingly 

take it upon ourselves. Let us pray.  
Congregation: Lord God, bless the ministries of your Church. 

We thank you for the variety of gifts you have bestowed 
upon us. Draw us in one Spirit, that each of us may use 
our differing gifts as members of one body. May your 
Word be proclaimed with faithfulness, and may we 
doers of your Word and not hearers only. As we who 
have died and risen with Christ in baptism gather at his 
table and then scatter into the world, may we be one in 
service to others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.  

 

Scripture Matthew 10:40-42 (from NRSV) 
 

Meditation “It’s safe here… You are welcome here”  
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
 

Children’s Moment  
 

Hymn #192 “There’s a Spirit in the Air” 
v. 1 There’s a Spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere: 

Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world. 
v. 3 When believers break the bread, when a hungry child is fed, 

praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world. 
v. 5 When a stranger’s not alone, when the homeless find a home, 

praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world. 
v. 7 There’s a Spirit in the air, telling Christians everywhere: 

Praise the love that Christ revealed, living, working, in our world. 
 

Benediction  
 

Postlude “Trumpet Voluntary in D” John Stanley 
  


