
 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
January 03, 2021 

 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
Silent Meditation (Let us all be in silent meditation as the candles are lit) 
 
Prelude Ding Dong! Merrily on High     arr:  Mark Hayes  
 
Call to Worship       Kathy and Blaine Johnson  
Leader: Christ is born!  
People: Christ is born!  
Leader: Because of this birth, life is full of promise for you and for me. Life is full of promise for 
our community.  
People: We celebrate today the presence of God’s promise to our midst. 
Leader: The promise of a small child coming into a crowded, hurting world, and growing to be a 
liberator.  
People: It’s the promise of you and me, struggling and stumbling together, growing and 
celebrating, reaching out to make a new presence in our world.  
 
Opening Hymn   UMH#251   Go, Tell it on the Mountain  

 
Refrain: Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere 
   Go, tell it on the mountain, that Jesus Christ is born.  

 
 While shepherds kept their watching o’er silent flocks by night 
 Behold through out the heavens there shown holy light.  
 
 The shepherds feared and trembled, when lo! above the earth 
 Rang out the angel chorus that hailed the Savior’s birth.  
 
 Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born 
 And God sent us salvation that blessed Christmas morn.  



Opening Prayer        Kathy Johnson 
ALL: Amazing God, you have confounded the wisdom of this world by coming to us in the form 
of a human baby, frail and vulnerable. Help us to comprehend the great love  with which you 
open yourself to our world, that we in turn may risk to open ourselves in love toward all your 
children, and that we may find the source of our lives in Jesus Christ with the folly of the cross. 
Amen.  
 
Children’s Moment       Shoebox and Christmas  
 
Scripture John 1:(1-9) 10 – 18    Prof. Tomas Jericho ‘TJ’ Aliwalas  
Response: Thanks be to God!  
 
Gift of Music    Star Child   Shirley Murray/Carlton Young  
    Piano: Sharon Ruhnke  Solo: Elaine Hill  
 
Meditation   I see the Light!   Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
   
The Great Thanksgiving 
 

Pastor: The home of God is among mortals.  
People: We are glad God is here.  
Pastor: Let us give God thanks and praise.  
People: We are thankful for our lives, and praise God for blessings toward us.  
Pastor: We are grateful to you, 0 God, Creator of the new heaven and new earth, and of gifts 
yet to come, more than we can even imagine. 
People: You, 0 God, make all things new.  
Pastor: You dwell among us and call us to be your people. You dry the tears from our eyes. You 
take away the power of death. You bring us through mourning and crying and pain to be with 
you. 
People: You, 0 God, make all things new. 
Pastor: In a surprising gesture, you came in human form to dwell among us. Through Jesus 
Christ, you turned the world upside down – healing our diseases, teaching us new ways of 
thinking, living with us into new ways of community, overcoming sin and death to rise again in 
newness of life. We remember his life, death and resurrection with thanksgiving.  
People: You, 0 God, make all things new. 
Pastor: Come now, with your Holy Spirit, and make us anew. Release us from our old burdens of 
hate and sorrow. Free us from our doubts and fears. Transform us into your people, full of love 
and joy, ready to do justice and dwell with you. 
People: You, 0 God, make all things new. 
Pastor: By your Spirit, bless these elements and use them in your transformation of us,  that 
Christ may indeed dwell in us and we in You, Great God, Three-in-One.  
People: Amen. 
 
Words of Institution  



ALL: Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
 
Pastor: Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, and strengthen it in 
every nation and among every people to witness faithfully in your name. By your Spirit make us 
one with Christ, one with each other, and one with each other, and one in ministry to the 
world, remembering the weak, the voiceless, the discriminated, the cold and the hungry.  
 
People: Amen.   
 
Offertory Music  Go Tell it on the Mountain  arr: John Carter   
 
Offertory Prayer         Pastor Riva  
Holy God and Parent of us all: we have moved through this season of family and Christmas joy, 
and we are reminded that beyond our earthly families, you have adopted us into your 
redeemed family. Through the saving, redeeming work of the Incarnation, we have become 
heirs, and our redemption is the magnificent gift of salvation. We give our gifts, but we give 
ourselves as the only fitting response to your adoption of us, your rebellious children. Lead us in 
your way into this new year. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen. 
 
Centering Meditation      Rev. Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 
 
Closing Hymn   UMH#254   We Three Kings 
 

We three kings of orient are, bearing gifts we traverse afar 
Field and fountain, moor and mountain, following yonder star.  

 
Refrain: O star of wonder, star of light, star with royal beauty bright. 

     Westward leading, still proceeding, guide us to thy perfect light.  
 

Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, gold I bring to crown him again,  
King forever, ceasing never, over us all to reign.  
 
Frankincense to offer have I; incense owns a deity nigh 
Prayer and praising voices raising, worshipping God on high.  
 
Myrrh is mine, it’s bitter perfume, breaths a life of gathering gloom 
Sorrowing, sighing bleeding, dying, sealed in a stone-cold tomb.  
 
Glorious now, behold him arise; King and God and sacrifice 
Alleluia, Alleluia, sounds through the earth and skies.  

 
Benediction  
 
Postlude  Overture (The Nutcracker Suite)   Peter Tchaikowsky  
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May 2021 allow and make us to be kinder, more loving and compassionate to all of God’s 
people and creation.  

Happy New Year!  
 
 
 
 


