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Sunset Reflec�on  

 

The Advent Season and Christmas just ended. I will not be 

surprised that many of us wants 2020 to end, so that we can start 

fresh. I think you will agree with me that we were ready for 2020 to 

end in September. Here we are in 2021, bringing with us the hope 

that we have gathered in 2020. To say that 2020 was a hard year is 

an understatement. Every morning as I watch the news, I brace 

myself to the negative sometimes even horrible things that are 

happening. Unfortunately, there were days when the first feeling 

that I feel is hopelessness. That if I do not intentionally pay 

attention to the things and events that are life-giving, it is hard to 

go through the day with hopefulness. In days like these, I am 

drawn to the passage Lamentations 3:22-23, ‘The steadfast love of 

the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to an end; they are 

new every morning; great is your faithfulness.’  

Like in the passage, there was a need for the prophet Jeremiah to 

encourage the great city of Jerusalem. The people lost hope after 

their city fell to Babylon. In a way, it reminds me of our present 

situation. We thought that we got everything figured out. In the 

medical history, there has been a cure for almost every sickness, 

disease or illness. Or if not a total cure, there are at least 

medication for the symptoms that alleviated the pain that people 

are experiencing. Then came a deadly virus that killed 1.7 million 

people around the world. Sadly, this number is continuously 

growing every day. In the US alone, it has been reported that one 

person dies of CoVid every 30 seconds. It is too late now to look 

back why we are where we are. What we need to do right now is 

do our part in making sure that we and the people around us are 

safe and healthy.  

As I see the parallel in the passage and our situation, I am 

encouraged to shift my hopelessness into hopefulness. 2020 might 

have been a difficult year but in our affliction, let us not forget that 

God is with us – suffering with us. Let us hold on to hope, because 

as what a cliché says – ‘it will work itself out, eventually’. We do 

not need to rush into the ending, let us not rush into correcting 

others, let us not rush into fixing. Rather, I would invite you to 

(Pastor Riva—Continued on page 6) 
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Mission:  
To bring people into Chris�an Community, in order 

to grow in God’s love, as demonstrated  by Christ, 

for the transforma�on of the world. 

Vision:  
We are a welcoming, diverse Chris�an Community, 

reflec�ve of our neighborhood, ac�vely working to 

serve our community through our demonstra�on of 

God’s love. We want to Reach others through 

God’s love, Grow in faith with God’s love, and Send 

people out with God’s love.  

CUMC’s Statement of Reconciliation: 
Community United Methodist Church of 
Columbia Heights believes that we are all 
children of God, individuals of sacred 
worth, created in God’s image with our 
many differences, and that God loves all 
people.  We recognize that God’s love is 
not limited by boundaries. Therefore, we 
welcome and affirm people of all ages, 
races, ethnicities, cultures, gender 
identities, sexual orientations, socio-
economic statuses, physical capabilities, or 
mental abilities. 

We believe that prejudice, hatred, or 
discrimination directed toward any 
individual or group is contrary to the life, 
spirit, and teaching of Jesus Christ.  We 
have vowed to accept the freedom and 
power God gives us to resist evil, injustice, 
and oppression. Therefore, we shall work to 
eliminate prejudice and discriminatory 
practices within ourselves and our 
community, and to show God’s grace. 

We proclaim ourselves a Reconciling 
Congregation and welcome all who seek a 
relationship with God. 

Adopted 11/3/2019 

Nancy’s Niche 

 

“I cannot 

disconnect my 

parents’ religious 

strivings to be 

Christian from my 

secular strivings to 

be an antiracist.” 

--Ibram X. Kendi, 

How to be an 

Antiracist (2019) 

I am writing this message on Dec. 21st, the 

longest night of the year 2020. For a gardener, 

this is a special evening, as I can start to 

imagine the spring soil warming, and seeds 

planted for fruiting on long summer days. If 

the clouds give way, we will also be able to see 

the “great conjunction,” as the StarTrib called 

it--the alignment of Jupiter and Saturn in the 

southwest horizon. At 5pm, my family will 

join neighbors on our block out front of our 

houses with our small luminaria to greet the 

solstice. This evening many folk will also be 

saying words of prayer and blessing for the 

land and water protectors across our state.  

But then you will be reading these words in 

the new year 2021, near the feast of Epiphany--

Jan. 6th--when Christians celebrate the arrival 

of the Magi, those priestly stargazers from 

Persia (modern day Iran), who--as the story 

goes--came searching for One born under a 

great star, the child who would manifest the 

“Light of the World” (Matthew 2:1-2, 8-11). 

Adam Hamilton writes in his final chapter of 

Incarnation: Rediscovering the Significance of 

Christmas, “Advent and Christmas are only 

the beginning of the story, not the end” (p. 

151). With Epiphany, we are reminded that we 

can’t just put our ornaments, nativity scenes 

(Nancy’s Niche—Continued on page 6) 
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FINANCIAL UPDATE 
Hello fellow disciples of Jesus Christ! Below is a summary of the 

finances of Community UMC as of November 30, 2020: 

 INCOME AND EXPENSES 

 
We budgeted to have income of $144,747 and expenses of 
$213,713 resulting in an income shortage of $68,966 at the end of 
November, 2020. 

Actual numbers show that we have had income of $144,160 and 
expenses of $184,563, resulting in an income shortage of $40,403 
at the end of November, 2020. 

As you can see, our actual and budgeted income are about the 
same. Because we have been unable to use the church building 
for most of the year, our expenses decreased by almost $30,000 
at the end of November. This is good news to not be ‘in the 
hole’ as much as we thought we would be, but none the less, 
this results in deficit spending. 

We are delighted to communicate that the PPP (Paycheck 
Protection Program) loan of $24,700 we were approved for 
earlier this year as COVID hit has been forgiven! Thank you to 
Kathy Johnson for all of her work on this! 

We also wanted to share with you that we received a gift of 
$10,000 from our departed church family members, Bob and 
Lucille Anderson. The CORE Team is prayerfully considering 
where these funds will best be used to best honor of Bob and 
Lucille.  

STEWARDSHIP DRIVE-PLEDGES 

To date, we have had 27 households pledge $63,632. We are 
overjoyed to see the generosity and commitment coming from 
our church family. To all of those who have submitted pledges 
to Community UMC – THANK YOU! 

The generosity of this community in these trying times is 
incredible. You have truly answered the call and said love is 
greater than fear, generosity is greater than storing up, and 
together we are greater than we are alone. 

We will be finalizing our 2021 budget in the coming days. If you 
haven’t already pledged and would like to, there is still time! 
You may mail back your pledge card or call Barb Miller (our 

Nathaleah Chau 1/01 

Kathryn Johnson 1/03 

Fortunate Mafisango 1/04 

Aspen Donovan 1/06 

Logan Perez 1/06 

Tamra LeBlanc 1/08 

Beglad Kasongma 1/08 

Blaine Johnson 1/09 

Kelly McKee 1/09 

Naomi Jones 1/10 

Jeffrey Fisher 1/19 

RaeAnn Hill 1/21 

Tammy Hill 1/23 

Mallery Mueller 1/23 

Sachiko Slaughter 1/26 

Brenda McCoy 1/26 

Katherine Davis 1/31 

Riva Tabelisma 1/04 

financial secretary) to report your 
pledge or update it as needed. She 
can be reached at 763-788-8071. You 
also have the option of going to our 
website and giving online: 
www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

We appreciate your prayers as we 
make decisions for the year ahead. 
Thank you, all, for your prayers, 
commitment and generosity to 
ensure that Community UMC 
continues to be a beacon of hope in 
the Columbia Heights community.  If 
you have any questions, please reach 
out to a finance minded person (Kari 
Trench or Kristine Rodriguez) or Les 
Johnson. 
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Hooray!!!!! 

We received the above certificate acknowledging our contribution to Heifer Internation-

al!!! We have been contributing for years as a fundraiser with our Sunday School chil-

dren. Nice to be recognized. 

A thank you to those who have been sending money for our fundraiser this year to pur-

chase Alpaca's. We have already received enough to support TWO!!!! 

Karen Schneider 
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Birthday Cards requested! 
June Sadowski turned 100 on December 29! 
Cards are still welcome. Send to:  

5919 Centerville Road; APT #20 
North Oaks, MN 55127 
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and garlands back in their boxes and get back to 

our routines. We can’t just finish up the cookies 

and fudge and start our New Year’ resolutions. As 

much as we want to get back to normal, with 

Epiphany we can’t. Christ is born, the Magi are 

leaving Bethlehem by a different way, and the 

world will never be the same. What about us? 

With planetary pilgrims traveling across the sky 
and congregations recognizing the perils of the 
pandemic, we may want to reflect together on the 
alignment of “reckonings” emerging in our nation--
even throughout the world. Whether it’s public 
safety, education, voting, treaty rights, and access 
to food, homes, and medical care, coalitions of 
people and new leaders are identifying a racial 
reckoning as necessary for a just and equitable 
future. It’s not enough to be tolerant, it's not 
enough to be inclusive, the time has come for 
becoming “antiracist”.  

Perhaps you have already read Ibram X. Kendi’s 
bestseller How to be an Antiracist (2019). Perhaps 
you have read it and want to discuss it with others. 
Or if you have not read the book, but have wanted 
to...or been intrigued by the title...I invite you to 
join with me and Pastor Riva this January (and 
February) in exploring what becoming antiracist 
means for our personal lives, communities, and for 
our congregation too. Feel free to obtain your own 
copy, or if you would like to reserve one, Riva and I 
can place an order. We invite a free-will offering as 
we will also have a few extra. 

Blessings this new year 2021, stay safe, and you are 
welcome to read and explore along with us in the 
Adult Ed gathering, Sunday mornings from 9am to 
9:55am. This Sunday, the 10th, our Adult Ed group 
will learn about the MN Annual Conference's 
"Cross-racial/Cross-cultural process" that CUMC is 
involved in with the appointment of Pastors Riva 
and Nancy. We’ll be starting up with Kendi on 
Sunday, Jan. 17th, pages 1-23. You’ll find him an avid 
storyteller and clarifying teacher, a trusted and 
challenging guide in this time of racial reckoning. 
Like the Magi, we can’t go back to normal, but we 
can risk the new journey ahead--an antiracist 
journey in Christ. 

(Nancy’s Niche—Continued from page 2) 

wait patiently and let hope flourish. 

Sunsets in the beach (ocean water) is my 

favorite because it reminds me that no 

matter how difficult the day has been, the 

sun will set to renew its strength for a new 

day – I just have to wait. Before the 

pandemic, we are expected to be 

productive and sometimes this makes 

waiting daunting task – in traffic, the line at 

the cashier, the food that we ordered. But 

the pandemic forced us all to wait – for the 

vaccine, for government leaders to 

prioritize the health and well-being of its 

people, for the doors to open, for supplies 

to be available. Navigating through the 

challenges that the pandemic brought in 

my life, I am comforting myself with the 

thought that, the sun has set, it is dark, I 

just have to wait for the sunrise to happen.  

May 2021 bring you renewed hope. 

Blessings,  

Pastor Riva  
1
 Lamenta	ons 3:22-23, NRSV  

2
 h�ps://www.cnn.com/interac	ve/2020/

health/coronavirus-maps-and-cases/ 

(Pastor Riva—Continued from page 1) 

Directory Update 

Carter, Fred  

3850 Stinson Blvd, #119 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 
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January Calendar 
Friday, January 1, New Year’s Day! 

Sunday, January 3, Epiphany 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

Monday, Jan. 4—Friday Jan. 8 

Meals on Wheels Deliveries 

Tuesday, January 5,  

6:30 pm Core Team Meeting (Zoom) 

Sunday, January 10 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

Sunday, January 17 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

Wednesday, January 20 

Newsletter Deadline for February issue 

Sunday, January 24 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

Sunday, January 31 

9:00 a.m. Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:00 a.m. Worship – Worship Broadcast (FB) 
11:00 a.m. Zoom Fellowship  
7:00 p.m. Children’s Sunday School 

Tech support ministry  
If you think you need help in checking out your 
electronic devices as you participate in our virtual 
service, send us 
(office@communitymethodistchurch.org or 
leadpastor@communitymethodistchurch.org) a 
note and we can send someone to come check it out 
for you (following safety guidelines and protocol). 

Emergency Phone Number 

Please call 612-757-7115 if you have an emergency 

that cannot wait until the office phone is checked. 

Ways to Give Your Financial Gifts 

There are two options for e-giving: 

1) Via smart phone (Android or Apple): The 

Give+ app.  The apps are available from the 

appropriate places. 

2) Via our webpage, which will direct you to a 

secure-site. 

On our webpage are video examples of both 

these e-giving options.  

3) And you can continue to give via checks 

and mail. Send them in to:  

Community UMC 

950 Gould Ave NE 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

Thank you. We appreciate your support. 

 

Our next delivery dates will be January 4-8 
2021. We will have an extra route this next 
time, so will need a few more volunteers. 

Thanks again for your wonderful help. 

Rod Bruns & Sylvia Bruns 
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We had a long discussion about how to approve the 
pastor's salaries for 2021 -- both with only the 
minimally required increases -- since CUMC normally 
holds a Church Conference for that purpose. Naomi 
was tasked with getting more info from the District 
Superintendent's office about how to do that during 
this pandemic. Follow-up: the D.S. informed us that a 
Charge Conference could be held via Zoom with the 
Core Leadership ("Charge") Team voting on this issue. 
Since we are recommending only the Conference-
required increases, we will schedule this Zoom 
meeting for December 30th at 6:00 p.m. with the Core 
Leadership Team. 

Both pastors, Les, James, and Karl plan to attend a 
District Visioning Zoom meeting on Monday, 
December 14th to learn more about how other 
churches in the area have been doing Christ's work 
during this pandemic time. 

In financial news, we received a $10,000 bequest from 
a trust that Bob and Lucille Anderson set up many 
years ago. Sharon Ruhnke will compose a thank you 
letter, and we will hold further discussions as to the 
best use of this gift in coming months. 

Core Leadership Team mee-ng highlights from  

December, 2020 

A preliminary, proposed budget was 
approved, pending final pledge results. 

We are looking into the services of an 
immigration attorney to assist with the 
proper filing of visa paperwork for Pastor 
Riva. 

In January, we plan to have more 
discussions and evaluations of our current 
single-board governance (Core) structure, 
including specifically setting up terms for 
the leadership and re-instituting some 
ministry committees, such as worship, 
missions, and outreach. 

Pastor Riva's idea of a breakthrough 
ministry for serving Arroz Caldo 
(traditional Filipino rice porridge) to the 
homeless and hungry on Christmas Eve 
from 11:00 am to 3:00 pm was approved, 
after discussions of how best to do this 
safely. 

It was noted that there have been some 
improvements to the church website 
recently, and more work on that will 
happen in 2021. 

Share and Care  
Remember your friends and 
family in need of support at 
this  unusual holiday 
time.  Call  or email Barb Miller 
(763-788-8071, 
bem3966@comcast.net) if you 
need prayers for a loved 
one.  Contact Anna Lexvold (763-
572-1437) if you know of someone 
who needs on-going support from 
the Care and Share team.   

Masks and Future Worship 
When the time is right for us to worship together 

(safely distanced) at the church, we would like to offer 

masks to those who may not have brought their own. 

If you feel you could donate masks, please bring the 

masks by the church on Wednesday mornings. 

Thanks for helping us keep God's children and our 

brothers and sisters safe. 
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Kim, Carol, Rondine and Mary greeted hungry folk on Christmas Eve with Arroz Caldo, 

cider, and cookies.  Thank you Pastor Riva for sharing your Filipino tradition!  
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950 Gould Avenue Northeast 

Columbia Heights, MN 55421 

Phone 763-788-9009 
Emergency phone 612-757-7115  

http://www.communitymethodistchurch.org 

Lead Pastor Riva Tabelisma 
Teaching Pastor Nancy Victorin-Vangerud 

 

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 

 

 

Happy Birthday Celebration with Pastor Riva cooking 

up Filipino lumpia (egg rolls) and pancit (noodle dish) 

to honor her culture and as a fundraiser for local 

emergency support. In the photo are Jan Johnson, 

Veronica Johnson, Donna Staubus , Pastor Riva and 

Pastor Nancy (selfie!). Jan and Veronica counted up 

the total of $631 towards this missional opportunity. 

Thank you Pastor Riva for celebrating with us all! 


